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   MARCH  31ST.

   JUNE 15TH. 16TH. 17TH.

   JUNE 29TH. JUNE 30TH. JULY 1ST.  CANADA DAY LONG WEEKEND

   AUGUST 4TH. 5TH. 6TH. LONG WEEKEND

   AUGUST 17TH. 18TH. 19TH.

   SEPTEMBER 29TH. SEPTEMBER 30TH. WEEKEND

BEAT THE BLAHS GET-TOGETHER
At the Malcolmson’s, 89 Clifton Rd. Toronto (1 block N of St Clair and 1 
block W of Mt. Pleasant). Time 18:00 POTLUCK Please phone Ann to co-
ordinate food.  Drinks as you bring them.  416 488 8727 

SYRONELLE WEEKEND
39th Annual GLAA / Chesapeake Series, this year at the Mimico Cruising 
Club. Come to race or cruise in to participate, always a good time.
For Racing info. contact John Kitchener 905 838 3848 cradleman@sympatico.
ca  Cruise-in, race, or both.  

TRIANGLE REGATTA
Cruise-in and relax with Albergs of all sizes or cruise-in and compete for the 
Triangle trophy. This year we will be at the Etobicoke Yacht Club.
More info. next time. For Racing info. Contact  John Kitchener 
905 838 3848 cradleman@sympatico.ca

ALBERG RENDEZVOUS / CAMERON HAY BAY CRUISE
We plan to hold the 4th. Annual Alberg Rendezvous at Picton and Hay Bay, 
but we need volunteers to run this event. More info next time. 

THE ANNUAL CHESAPEAKE BAY WEEKEND
Contact: John Kitchener.  905 838 3848  cradleman@sympatico.ca 
More info next time.

GREAT LAKES CHAMPIONSHIP  
At the National Yacht Club. Come to race or cruise in to participate. For Rac-
ing info Contact  John Kitchener 905 838 3848 cradleman@sympatico.ca

   SEPTEMBER / OCTOBER

GEORGIAN BAY MISERY CRUISE?
We don’t know for sure but...... More info next time.



As you have already probably 
noticed, your newsletter is a 

bit different than usual: smaller - 
yet bigger, sort of a less is more 
approach.   
  There are sev-
eral reasons for 
the new format, a 
handy size, cheap-
er to mail, and 
there may even be 
some cost savings 
in printing. But the 
main purpose for 
the change is to allow us to 
combine the Spring Newsletter with 
the Roster. The Spring issue will 
have all the usual Alberg articles, 
as well as the membership Roster 
bound with a heavier front cover. 
We certainly hope to achieve some 
saving here. 
   The reason for these cost cutting 
measures you ask? As your Associa-
tion realizes increased costs, things 
like mailing, printing... well you 
know, everything, we are still hold-
ing the line on the $35.00 Member-
ship Fee. 
   Speaking of membership fees, if 
you haven’t already done so, please 
mail off your renewal form and a 
cheque. Don Campbell is now look-
ing after the Membership duties. If 
you need a new membership form 
and Don’s address, please download 
one from the Alberg web site.
   After the great success of our 40th 

A n n i v e r s a r y 
year, the GLAA 
grew to almost 
90 members. 

This surge may 
have been due 

to our efforts to 
spread the word to as many 
Alberg owners as possible. 
Our events were well attend-
ed and we even invented a 
new venue with the Alberg 
Rendezvous, on the Bay of 

Quinte. Even with the success of 
this event and the inclusion of cruis-
ers at all our racing programs, we 
find our membership numbers have 
slipped to just under seventy. 
   It’s time to try to regenerate the 
excitement of 2004, bring back old 
friends and invite new ones into the 
Great Lakes Alberg Association. 
   By the time you receive this news-
letter there will be a new GLAA web 
site on the internet. The new tone of 
Alberg.ca will be that of an outward 
look, one that will provide informa-
tion about Albergs and the GLAA, 
to those who seek it. Our GLAA 
store will be moved out of the Mem-
bers Only area to the main menu for 
all to see and to order from. 
   At this writing we are negotiat-
ing new products, like Tees, Hoodie 
Tees, Coffee Mugs and more. The 
plan is to have the store and prod-
ucts ready to go by mid March. 
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The A.G.M.
Report

Ken Stephenson, left,  talks with Bob Townsend .

G.L.A.A. WINTER 2007  PAGE 4  

by David Timmins
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Another successful Annual Gen-
eral Meeting has come and 

gone and there are a few people 
that should be acknowledged. Ja-
net McNally looked after organiz-
ing this year’s event and did a great 
job. Janet reports that the staff at the 
Port Credit Yacht club were a plea-
sure to work with and the more than 
35 GLAA Members in attendance 
seemed to appreciate their efforts. 
Before the dinner meeting we all 
had a chance to relax together in the 
lounge and thanks to his son, Bob 
Townsend was able to stop by to say 
hello.  

Jim Watters gave a wonderful pre-
sentation while we enjoyed our after 
dinner deserts.
Through Jim’s Power-Point offering 
we followed his trip aboard Lindes-
farne from Whitby, down the St 
Lawrence, around PEI, up through 
Cape Breton and then on to New-
foundland. Part One of Jim’s travels 
appear in this issue, with Part Two 
coming in the Spring Newsletter. 
   The 2006 Racing Awards were as 
follows: for the Syronelle, Francis 
Doyle and Harry Grigat on Dolce 
Vita teamed with Don Campbell and 
crew on White Opal, John Kitchener 
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took the Great Lakes Championship 
Award. The Whitby Cup was not 
awarded this year.

Jim Watters was presented with The 
Die Hard Award this year for the trip 
to Newfoundland.

Brian & Clair Mattews  and Dave Stumbo Peter Kennan and Janet McNally

Gord Martin, left and Jim Cannon Don Campbell, John McNally, Graham McNally 
and Jane Earle, back to camera.

Bill Newman, left and Jim Watters

Some of the Members in attendance at the 2006 A.G.M.

PH
O

TO
S:

 D
AV

ID
 T

IM
M

IN
S

more pictures next page.

Linda Cannon, Shannon Stephenson and 
Celina Kent.
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Clockwise: Sam Malcolmson, (back to us), Vicki Kennan, (not much of) Jim Cannon, Ann 
Malcolmson, Graham McNally (back table),  Peter Kennan, Kevin McNally (back table), 
Linda Batch (back table), Linda Cannon, Bill Newman, and Delores Newman (back to us).

Clockwise from the left, around the table: Celina Kent, Rick Kent, John Flanders, Jan 
Grodzinski, Carmel Rich, Anne Watters and Jim Watters.
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An Impromptu 
Georgian Bay Alberg Regatta

By Ann Malcolmson & Leslie Songer Terry

Leslie writes:  As Peter and I left 
the east harbour in Hotham Is-

land anchorage, what did we see 
ahead of us coming out of another 
anchorage?  Undeniably an Alberg 
30, but who was it.  Get the binocu-
lars!!!  Yipee! its Sam and Anne on 
Seaberry!  One can never catch up 
with them up in the North Chan-
nel as they never have their radio 

on.  What luck!  It has been 
several years since we have 
caught up with them and we 
had lots to talk about.
 We hung out and waited for 
them to notice us.  When 
they did, we chatted a bit 
and decided to spend the 
day and evening together in 
Carandy’s  “secret anchor-
age”.  Off we go!  It must 
have been the only day this 
summer that didn’t have 
any wind!  A motor trip and 
with anchors down we get 
to the business of catching 
up.  A potluck dinner aboard 
Carandy, some serious GPS 
discussion and instruction 
and a fabulous day has 
come and gone.

 

Ann writes:  We followed Caran-
dy through the tricky waters of 

the North Channel confident, as al-
ways, that Peter would take us safe-
ly to anchor. 
  We passed Osler Island and im-
mediately I was back with my late 
father, John Osler, and the first time 

Carandy, left and Seaberry at their “secret” North Channel 
anchorage. 
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continues on page 18
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by Jim Watters

Lindisfarne to 
Newfoundland

The Skipper ~ Jim Watters.
The Crew ~   Anne Marie Tucker, my niece visiting 

from Australia (Whitby to Quebec City).
 Arch Matthews, my brother-in-law from Grand Bank 

Newfoundland (Quebec City to Fortune). 

Why go to Newfoundland?
Well! I was born in Cape Bret-

on, and have returned to the Mari-
times on many occasions by car, and 
plane, but have always dreamed of 
sailing in the Bras d’Or Lakes, and 
other Maritime waters. Two of my 
four sisters married Maritimers, so 
I had places to visit along the way. 
Absolute “must sees” were, Quebec 
City, whales in the Saguenay River 
Fiords, Bras d’Or lakes, Glace Bay, 
(home town), and the Burin Penin-
sula of Newfoundland. Anything 
else would be a bonus.
  My plan was to sail the first part of 
the trip to the Saguenay River with 
Anne Marie, who then planned to re-
turn to her teaching position in Aus-
tralia. This would give me the help 
needed to transit the Seaway locks. 
Then I would sail single handed 
for the rest of the voyage to For-
tune/Grand Bank where Lindisfarne 
would be stored for the winter. Many 

incidents along that first part of the 
voyage convinced me that single 
handing would not be wise, or pru-
dent, with the many unfamiliar navi-
gational, and landing challenges we 
faced daily. Besides, it is more fun 
when you are sharing the experience 
with someone. Having my brother-
in-law, Arch Matthews along, after 
Quebec City, made for a great expe-
rience, and I always felt confident in 
our daily sailing plans.

Preparations.
Having followed the adven-

ture stories of the many other lo-
cal sailors who have made the trip 
down the St. Lawrence River, and 
on to Newfoundland and beyond, I 
tried to make sure that Lindisfarne 
was equipped with all the necessary 
safety gear, as well as some com-
forts, within a reasonable budget. 
  I had read one account which de-
tailed the voyage, using the bare 

&
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minimum of navigation aids, in a 28 
ft. boat with a family of four. A VHF 
radio was about the most sophisti-
cated piece of electronics they had 
on board.  They were however, well 
equipped with all the necessary safe-
ty gear, which tended to reduce the 
chances of having to be rescued.
  I went a bit further, and installed 
a basic radar system which, we 
learned, was almost essential  in 
navigating around the Gaspé Penin-
sula, and it was fun learning to read 
and interpret the information it pro-
vided. I designed a pivoting antenna 
mast to level the horizon (see photo 
next page).
  I had installed a basic, used, wind 
vane steering system, an auxiliary 
rudder type, but although it behaved 
well in most wind conditions, it was 
a drag when motoring. We used our 
Autohelm 3000 most of the time.
Other equipment carried  was, Avon 

inflatable, on deck, 4 HP outboard, 
on the stern rail, 650 watt Honda 
generator, GPS mounted and a GPS 
hand-held as back-up.
  We carried charts and guides for 
virtually all of the possible routes, 
and harbours along the way. Most 
of these were loaned by our (WYC) 
commodore, Garf Rose, who has 
made the trip several times to his 
home in Burgeo. (The charts alone 
weighed 65 lbs.) The St. Lawrence 
Seaway guide book, and St. Law-
rence Marina Guide, are also essen-
tial, because they give all the needed 
information about marinas, yacht 
clubs, harbours, locks and bridges.

 ~ July 4th. 2006 ~

And away we go!
 Whitby to Quebec City. We 

chose the “inside” route through 
the Bay Of Quinte, rather than di-
rect to Kingston, because I wanted 

Lindisfarne heads for Newfoundland.
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to ensure that Anne Marie was up 
to the sailing and boat handling, 
since she had just a smattering of 
experience over the years, in small 
boats, and short outings on 
keelboats. On our first day 
out, with Cobourg our first 
port of call, we encoun-
tered gradually increasing 
wind strengths, up to about 
25 knots. We were heeled 
more than was comfortable 
for a short period of time, 
and as often happens, some 
water was pushing up the 
drain on the low side of the 
cockpit and sloshing around 
our ankles. I knew perfectly 
well that this was “Alberg 
normal”, but without think-
ing much about it, said, “I wonder 
where that’s coming from”? About 
a half hour later, I noticed a very 
worried look on her face, and asked 
what the matter was? She blurted 
out,  “Uncle Jimmie, have you fig-
ured out where that water is coming 
from?” I quickly tied a reef in the 
main and partially furled the jib.

First real breakdown.
I think most Alberg sailors have 

done the trip to the Thousand Is-
lands area of the St. Lawrence, as 
I have done several times, so I will 
not elaborate on that part of the voy-
age, except to report that on round-
ing Presquile Point, to enter the Bay 
of Quinte, we experienced more 
wind/weather than on the entire trip 
to Newfoundland. We were caught 
completely off-guard, because we 
had been running down wind, just 
prior to rounding the point, and 
didn’t really feel the wind strength. 

When we did get round and onto 
a close reach, we realized that we 
were being driven out of the narrow 
channel, and into very shallow wa-

ter. The jib furling system jammed at 
that point, and it seemed that all hell 
broke loose at the same time.  The 
stainless rods I had used to support 
the new radar mast broke loose be-
cause I had used set screws instead 
of through bolting. The jib was flog-
ging wildly, and yes, you guessed 
it—we were soon aground.
  I started the engine and immedi-
ately wrapped a jib sheet on the prop 
shaft. Anne Marie suggested putting 
the anchor out, and god bless her, we 
finally got things under control, but 
we were hard aground. Of Course, 
the littlest, least senior, crew mem-
ber was called on to dive in to un-
tangle the sheet/prop mess. (What 
a girl!) After this, we put all sail up 
to heel her, and motored back into 
deep water. We were relieved, and 
somewhat proud of the fact that we 
had extricated ourselves from this 
predicament without outside help.
  We limped through the Murry Ca-

     Jim’s pivoting radar set up.
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nal, and to Belleville, where we re-
placed jib sheets, and through-bolted 
the radar mast supports. 
  The rest of the trip through the Bay 

was glorious sailing, up and down 
the reaches, and pleasant stops at 
Kingston, Gananoque, and Brock-
ville.

New Territory and learning 
about locks and tides.

  We worried a lot about just how we 
would handle the boat through the 
seaway locks, but we had lots infor-
mation from the seaway guide book, 
and advice from others who had 
done locking before. Don Camp-
bell’s idea of using snatch blocks on 
the rail, fore and aft, worked very 
well.   In most locks, we were rafted 
alongside several boats, so that the 
inside (wall side) boat handled the 
lines from above, while the outer 
boat crews, assisted whenever need-
ed to help keep the raft in place. Lots 
of fenders are needed for both sides. 
There were about 15 to 25 boats in 
each lock, formed up into about 5 

rafts off the wall. We were wall side 
boat on two occasions, and had no 
difficulty, with excellent help from 
other crews, as mentioned. It was 

an adventure for everyone, 
and the friendly offers of 
help and advice throughout 
the system, made the tran-
sit a pleasant experience.
                 
~ July 9th. 2006 ~
  The first lock (Iroquis) 
lowered us only a few 
inches (We did not even 
have to tie up inside). One 
gate closed and the other 
opened immediately. The 
next locks, (Eisenhower 
and Snell) were about 40 
feet each, which was about 
average for the rest of the 

system. I believe the total drop was 
about 295 feet. The fee for each lock 
($20.00 CDN.) is collected in a bas-
ket at the end of a long pole ($20.00 
US in US locks, of which there are 
two).

~ July 10th. 2006 ~
  We took the next day off in Corn-
wall to do some more ‘fix-it’ things, 
and to look for a marina guide 
book.

~ July 11th. 2006 ~

Point Allan-Dorval-Montreal, 
Royal St. Lawrence Y.C.

  We had no plans to visit Montreal, 
but we  could not by-pass the near-
by Royal St. Lawrence Yacht Club 
without a look-see. We manœu-
veredthrough the Valleyfield and 
St Louis lift bridges, as well as the 
upper and lower Beauharnois locks. 

contiunes on page 19

Learning about Locks.
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Seaberry’s Sorry Summer
By Samuel & Ann Malcolmson

PART ONE

Hard to know where to 
start this summer’s 

tale of woes, so lets start 
with the punch line. 
 We didn’t sink! But neither 
did you, I’d guess, so where’s 
the story?  We’d better go 
back to autumn, 2005, to the 
beginning.

   Routinely, closing ceremonies are 
conducted by our son Eric, whose 
crew erects the pipe and canvas 
structure which provides Seaberry’s 
winter protection. Sam alerts Bob 
Green, dockmaster for Dutchman’s 
Cove Marina, who springs into ac-
tion and winterizes Seaberry before 
she is covered. This routine has 
served us well. However, last au-
tumn, events overtook Eric who re-
jected Sam’s offers to do the job with 
Bob. Sam was also preoccupied last 
autumn and it was Bob who woke 
in the middle of a freezing night in 
December to slap his head and de-
clare “Zounds! I haven’t winterized 
Sam’s boat!” Now, Bob is the best 

reason to choose Dutchman’s over 
the many marinas available in the 
area. Eternally cheerful, helpful and 
competent, this time he missed his 
cue (Sam’s phone call), and Seaber-
ry spent the winter uncovered and 
unserviced. On this thread hangs 
our tale.
   Bob and Sam met on a lovely April 
day to discuss, among other things, 
the winter. Bob told his sorry tale 
and admitted that the block of our 
Atomic 4 had cracked, but he was 
pretty confident that a weld would 
solve the problem and it did.
    Our holiday began with an un-
eventful 22 hour crossing from 
Penetang to Killarney with Ann’s 
cousin, Terry Guest, with whom 
Sam began to sail 56 years ago. The 
winds weren’t great, the autopilot 
was.  The wives drove to Killarney 
and Ann and Sam began the North 
Channel cruise- wonderful anchor-
ages, and some fabulous runs mak-
ing 7 knots for hours.
    On Tuesday we left our anchor-
age north of The Benjamins under 
power to begin our return voyage, 
heading for the swing bridge in 
Little Current. An hour from that 
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Seaberry’s Sorry Summer

destination, we were at last able 
to use the wind and rolled out the 
jenny. Ann was at the helm and we 
were basking in a lovely day mak-
ing a gentle 5 knots on the genoa 
with 1000 rpm to assist. We heard 
tick, tick. I turned off the engine but 
the ticking persisted. Upon inspec-
tion, I discovered a ten-inch gap in 
the propeller shaft. What to do? The 
answer was clear. Ann stayed at the 
helm while I called Boyle Marine on 
the VHS and asked them to meet us 
in ten minutes outside their harbour. 
Within minutes, we were snugged 
to their Zodiac, then secured to their 
dock.  We knew we were in the best 
possible hands. Disaster? Not quite. 
With the whole of Georgian Bay at 
our disposal, we chose to have our 
potentially fatal breakdown within 
minutes of THE ONLY people who 
could solve our problem.
   The following day Seaberry was in 
the sling, her drive shaft removed to 
be measured and a replacement or-
dered to be made in Orillia and cou-
riered to Boyle Marine. We paid out 
our time testing the dock restaurant, 
lolling in our cockpit in the sling, 
watching calm motoring days pass 
us by, saying good bye to a lay-day. 
On Thursday morning the shaft ar-
rived, was installed and we left the 
sling by 2 p.m.  However, our clutch 
was not engaging and Ann refused 
to depart until it was fixed. Another 
two hours and we were on our way, 
making the 5 o’clock bridge head-
ing for Haywood Island. At 9 p.m. 
the inevitable happened. The wind 
went to the East and we knew it 
would blow all night, building seas 
that would make our ability to cover 
the necessary distance doubtful. An 

additional worry was that the trans-
mission had reverted to not taking 
any sort of load. The skipper went 
to bed with a little bit of Valium and 
a lot of apprehension and dread.
   At 7 a.m. Friday we left the an-
chorage motor sailing into heavy 
seas with the wind on the nose. We 
hoped that once we headed south 
we would be able to sail and make 
good time despite the seas. But 
when the moment arrived at 11am 
and we headed south, the wind di-
rection was still unfavourable. We 
realized that we could not possibly 
travel 60 km to Wingfield, the top of 
the Bruce Peninsula. Beyond Wing-
field we had another 70 km to reach 
Penetang. There was no way for us 
to be home in time for Sam’s Mon-
day office. We went about and with 
relief, headed for Killarney.
   More shore time, but with the 
Pathfinder and the Playfair to watch, 
their teen-age crews to admire, world 
famous fish and chips to sample, a 
village to investigate, we whiled our 
time away until our taxi arrived to 
drive us to our car in Penetang on 
Sunday. (Note: Our bus system is 
not helpful unless you are travel-
ling between largish towns) We had 
plans for a family based crew to re-
turn the following weekend to bring 
the boat back to Penetang, but the 
Boyle repair to the clutch was not 
holding and we wondered about the 
wisdom or safety of the endeavour.
   The hour-long drive from Killar-
ney to the highway was lengthened 
by a camper’s mishap- avoiding a 
wolf, the driver had rolled gently 
into the deep ditch and required sev-
eral rescue vehicles to extract him. 

continues on page 18
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ALBERG 30
A LADIES BOAT

I have heard it said many times 
from very knowledgeable and ex-

perienced sailors that thirty feet is 
all you need for a pleasure sailboat 
on the Great Lakes.  
And I agree.
   There is a little more 
to it than that simple 
statement.  Pleasing 
lines, adequate ac-
commodation, ease of 
handling, and above 
all, being seaworthy 
in all weather condi-
tions, are important.  
Fortunately the Alberg 
30 One design class 
fits all of these criteria.  
And it’s always nice, 
over 30 years later, 
when you tell people 
what kind of boat you 
sailed, to receive the 
universal reply, “that’s 
a nice boat” or “that‘s 
a good boat”
   I wish I could accept the credit 
for so wisely choosing the Alberg 
30. I really can’t.  And the reason 
is simple: it is first and foremost a 
ladies boat.  Ladies have the natu-
ral instinct to appreciate the better 
things in life.
   The original owner of Odyssey 

was a medical doctor, Dr. Joe Pel-
ler of the RHYC. (Better known for 
Peller Estates Wines)

   When Dr. Joe donated two cases 
of Red, two cases of White and two 
cases of Champagne for The Bermu-
da One Two Race I entered in 1985, 
I asked him “Why?”   ‘That was our 
first cruising boat and we loved her 
very much.  After one year I sold 
her, and bought an Alberg 37.  My 

by Robert B. Townsend
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wife was so disgusted with me that 
she has not sailed with me since.  
She loved that boat”
   A few days later I was hauling Od-
yssey out of the water to truck her 
to Newport for the Race.  A woman 
came up, pointing to my vessel, “I 
love that boat, I love that Boat” over 
and over again.  At first I thought 
she was nuts.  Then I thought,  “Did 
you know her well?”
   “Yes” she replied, “Odyssey was 
our boat, We bought her from Dr. 
Peller, and I loved that boat.  When 
my husband traded her in on a 37 the 
next year I was mad, and I don’t and 
I won’t sail any more.  I love that 
boat”.
   Then I thought back to my own 
involvement with Odyssey.
   The third owner was Hugh and 
Kitty Van Order, our dockmates at 
Whitby YC.  We knew the vessel 
well.  When we were going to buy a 
bigger vessel (twofootitis was ram-
pant at the time) I never considered 
an Alberg 30.   Then Hugh suddenly 
passed away.  The day following the 
funeral my wife, Mandy, came to 
me saying that Kitty had already had 
offers for Odyssey, but couldn’t bear 
to see ‘her boat’ go to strangers and 
wanted Mandy to buy it, and Mandy 
agreed.  Despite my protests, Mandy 
made up my mind that we wanted an 
Alberg 30.   It was a wise decision, 
one I never regretted.
   A year or so later I became excited 
about an A37, whose owner had just 
purchased a Whitby 45.   The 37 was 
to be the show boat at the ‘in the wa-

ter boat show’ in Toronto.
  On the first day of the show I 
phoned Mandy to ascertain what 
time she was going to pick me up 
at the office to go to the show, as we 
had done every year since the show 
started.  “I’m not going to buy a 37, 
she said.  And she refused to come 
to the show.  I went by myself, and 
was able to come to a great deal, - I 
thought.  
   On getting home I was full of en-
thusiasm at the prospect of buying 
the A37.  “What will you do with my 
boat?” I was asked.   I thought it was 
my boat.  “Well our Boat” she con-
ceded reluctantly.  I told her of one 
person we knew well who wanted to 
purchase Odyssey. “She will never 
sail my boat,” was the reply, refer-
ring to the spouse of my prospective 
purchaser.  

continues next page 
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   The next year, after about 10 days 
into a circumnavigation of Lake On-
tario in very wet boisterous weather, 
we decided to return back to Whitby 
and then drive to Stratford for shel-
tered entertainment at the Stratford 
Festival theatre.   On leaving the 
club, I insisted on stopping at Whitby 
Boat Works to look at an A37 which 
was for sale.  We were referred to 
another A37 at Etobicoke that might 
please us more.  We arranged a 
meeting at the vessel at 8:00 a.m. 
the next morning.  Mandy seemed 
enthused. I thought we had bought 
the vessel.  The salesman, Doug Ste-
venson, thought we had bought the 
vessel.  But Mandy, with the coming 
of better weather, decided we had 
not, and she won out.   Doug and I 
had to bow to her better judgement.   
And maybe she was right.
   I came to the conclusion that, 
like her previous owners, the wives 
loved Odyssey, and no other vessel 
would take her place.
   After a many years of sailing Od-
yssey, including a couple of trips 
to Bermuda, (1978, a wild weather 
sail, and 1985, the Bermuda one-
two), and many years of racing and 
cruising Lake Ontario and a couple 
of trips to Newport, I agreed, the Al-
beg 30 was the perfect boat.  It was 
also a great Ladies boat.

 

by Daid Timmins

To go along with the new look 
newsletter is a redesigned mast-

head and a small addition to the 
GLAA logo. It’s a just a tweak, a 
small addition, but something that 
speaks volumes about our Associa-
tion, “EST. 1964”. In July of this 
year we will be 43 years old and 
now this little ligature on our logo 
will let others know that we are 
proud of our Alberg history.

HAVE YOU SENT 
YOUR 2007 

MEMBERSHIP 
FORM?

Please get your renewal in the 
mail ASAP. We need them to pro-
duce an accurate 2007 Roster.
Lost your form? Find one at - alberg.ca
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   We all can help spread the word 
and a simple thing like having a 
few Membership forms on board 
or in your car, just in case you hap-
pen upon another Alberg is a good 
start. While we don’t advocate ac-
costing unsuspecting Alberg owners 
and generally making nuisances of 
ourselves.. a little friendly pestering 
can’t hurt. 
   Those of you who have sent in 
your membership form will have re-
ceived your new 2007 Membership 
Cards. In the next few months, we 
hope to announce a number of sup-
pliers who will offer a discount to 
those with current GLAA Member-
ship Cards.
    Some of our events ran into a few 
snags last year.  Your Executive is 
endeavouring to both streamline the 
running of current programs and 
encourage the development of new 
ones.
   Our aforementioned Alberg Ren-
dezvous, first run as The Alberg 22 
Rendezvous and now morphed into 
a great gathering for all Albergs, is 
scheduled  for it’s 4th Annual edi-
tion this August.
   This event has been very well at-
tended and it is hoped that an event 
like this will re-energize interest in 
Albergs at the east end of Lake On-
tario. Much of the credit for the suc-
cess of the Alberg Rendezvous must 
go to Picton Pete Scholz. Pete has 
worked hard at laying the ground-
work for this event, but his situation 
has changed and he may not be in 
Picton by the beginning of the sail-
ing season. Therefore we have an 
opportunity  for someone to take on 
this program. It would be a shame 
to see all of Pete’s hard work go for 

naught.
   This is not the only challenge that 
we face, we are also in need of a new 
member of the Executive to take 
over the Cruising responsibilities. 
By combining the racing and cruis-
ing programs, some the duties of the 
Cruising Director are shared with 
the Racing Director, but we need 
someone to co-ordinate all things 
Cruising.  Those who are interested, 
but not ready to take on the full re-
sponsibility of running an event may 
want to consider volunteering to 
help out at either the Syronelle, the 
Canada Day / Triangle Race-Cruise 
or the Great Lakes Championship.      
   This year we hope to compile a 
GLAA Event Guide Book. This 
will set down a map for running our 
programs and what is available as 
support from the Association. Our 
hope is that such a guide will help 
to encourage others to run GLAA 
events where ever they are located.   
The more that we are visible as an 
association, the more interest will 
be generated in the GLAA and our 
boats. It is hoped that these initia-
tives will help to begin building a 
larger more inclusive Great Lakes 
Alberg Association.
   If you have any comments, ideas, 
would like to take on any of the pro-
jects mentioned or volunteer to help 
out at an event, please contact me at: 
905 825 0407 or editor@alberg.ca
   Just a reminder, Sam and Ann Mal-
colmson will once again hold the 
annual Beat the Blahs get-together. 
This year it will be on Saturday 
March 31st., please see the Events 
Calendar for more information.

David Timmins  AL 22 - 250
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We were entertained by our fishing 
guide/driver and his local lore, and 
were especially gratified to discover 
that he carried a tire pump as a slow 
leak had, in two weeks, flattened 
one tire.
   Our holiday was over. We re-
trieved our dogs and went back to 
work. But Seaberry was in Kilarney, 
the gearbox in need of a complete 
overhaul and, so far, no crew avail-
able or willing to undertake the re-
turn journey.

 We had options:
a). Find a truck to bring the boat 
back from Killarney. This depended 
upon a retired marine operator us-
ing his travel lift to take down the 
mast, load the boat onto the truck. A 
wonderful woman from the Sports-
man’s’ Inn was prepared to talk with 
said retiree and orchestrate these 
events for us.

b). Talk a crew from our marina into 
sailing Seaberry to Penetang with 
its sort of working clutch.

c). Decide that the first priority was 
a working functional transmission 
and have Boyle Marine retrieve 
Seaberry from Killarny, have them 
rebuild the unit and then talk some 
lads into sailing from Little Current 
south. This option requires getting 
the crew to Little Current, and as-
sumes decent September weather.
 
So, what would you have done? 
We’ll let you know in the next issue 
what we’ve done.

Seaberry’s Summer continued form pg. 13

Impromptu Regatta continued form pg. 7

we sailed these waters and discov-
ered what a puny pile of rock bore 
our name. This time I thought the 
person who bestowed the name 
must have despised an Osler to so 
dishonour him. The next day, we 
said our farewells and retraced our 
course, past the ill-named rock pile 
and there, on the top branch of an 
aspiring treelet sat a magnificent 
mature Bald Eagle. Never, in all the 
years I have sailed these waters have 
I positively identified a Bald Eagle 
in Georgian Bay. I wish I believed in 

reincarnation because I had a strong 
sense of my father’s presence as the 
bird and I enjoyed the lovely Bay 
and the delightful Osler Island. The 
next day, he supervised our passage 
through Little Detroit. Always a fa-
ther!
 We all decided that the occasion 
has been “an Impromptu Geor-
gian Bay Alberg Regatta”.  What 
else can you call it when you 
have two Albergs in the same 
harbour!
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The current in the river was now 
reaching 3 to 4 kts. And this was a 
real concern when waiting for bridg-
es to open. The Alberg  hull does not 
like waiting, under these conditions, 
so we had to do some fancy circles 
and pirouettes while the bridge at-
tendants had a great laugh. The two 
locks mentioned, took us  through 
Lac Saint François and Lac Saint 
Louis. We were mighty tired, but 
mighty satisfied with our day’s work, 
when we finally tied up at the Royal St. 
Lawrence Yacht Club that evening.
  Entering this harbour is a real 
challenge. You have to pay strict 
attention to the markers, because 
the channel is long and zig-zags 
through and around many separate 
shoals; however, it was well worth 
the effort.
  We were granted reciprocal privi-
leges to this long established, his-
toric, and ever so friendly club.  We 
were able to buy tide tables and 
more guides nearby as well.

~ July 12th. 2006 ~

Dorval to Longueuil
Leaving Lac St. Louis, motor-

ing through the Canal de Rive Sud, 
under two lift bridges, and it was a 
straight run to the St. Catherine, and 
then the St. Lambert locks. We were 
inside (wall) boat in these two locks, 
so we had a chance to show our stuff, 
by handling those lines in a seaman-
like manner, fending off the wall, 
but still keeping the raft in reason-
able position. Lindisfarne is prob-
ably the only Alberg 30 with slotted 
aluminum toe rail, so we were able 
to lead the lines from above through 
snatch blocks conveniently placed 

on the rail near the bow and stern 
to keep us in position. We quickly 
realized that putting them on the op-
posite side of the boat from the wall, 
gave a better angle to pull toward 
the wall.
  By now we recognized most of the 
other boats and crews, because they 
were transiting at about the same rate 
as we were, and meeting in the same 
locks and harbours. Their crews 
worked in unison to keep the rafts in 
position. There was some turbulence 
in the locks but it was not excessive, 
and there were no incidents of dam-
age that we were aware of.
  Our only remaining locks now are 
the smaller one’s at Quebec Har-
bour, and St. Peter’s Canal in Cape 
Breton.

Newfoundland continued form pg. 11

The Lock experts.
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~ July 13th. 2006 ~

Longueuil to Sorel
 A short run today because we 

were having battery trouble for the 
last couple of days, so I decided 
to replace the two house batteries 
here. Lots of weed rafts to navigate 
through. They seemed to be churned 
up from the bottom by the large 
ships. The charts indicate that while 
there are many stretches of very 
deep water in the river, some areas 
are only dredged to about 45 ft., 
which is about the depths in locks 
and channels as well. This means 
that ships drawing 35 or 40 ft. are 
clipping along close to the bottom 
in  some stretches. These weed rafts 
love to hug our vane steering rud-
der, and slow us to about half our 
normal speed. We have been getting 
lots of help from the current, which 
often gives us about 10 kts over the 
ground (after stopping, reversing, 
and dumping the weed rafts).

~ July 14th. 2006 ~

Sorel to Port Neuf
 This stretch of the river is prob-

ably the most exciting, because we 
will sail through the Richelieu rap-
ids. Unbelievable! As we entered the 
rapids section, we could see whirl-
pools and turbulence all around.  
  The water seem to be boiling. The 
GPS was showing 12.5 kts over the 
ground. The boat wanted to fishtail, 
and I thought we could lose control 
at any moment. I wondered if we 
had mis-read the chart, and were in 
the wrong channel. The water depth 
all through the rapids section, how-
ever, is 75 ft. plus. What a ride!
  The marina at Port Neuf is rela-

tively new, and is constructed with 
a perimeter of large boulders, leav-
ing an entrance, shaped like a baffle. 
Coming in from the river, you make 
three sharp turns in a very short dis-
tance.   
  This is probably to give protection 
from the very swift current in this 
area. All the docks are floating, with 
cantilever arms from shore, to keep 
them in place as the tides come and 
go. ( about 12 ft. in this area.)
  We had a great evening meal in the 

Dinner at Port Neuf, top. Lindisfarne and 
“the culprit” in Port Neuf Harbour, middle. 
Damage! bottom photo. PH
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“very French” restaurant, and en-
joyed a pleasant night tied up in the 
service dock. 
  Next morning, disaster struck in 
the form of a 32 foot Bayliner pow-
er boat. It nearly broke my heart. I 
thought the voyage was ended then 
and there. The power boat was at-
tempting to leave the dock, when, in 
the middle of a turn, it was caught 
by a strong wind. The captain was 
trying to manœuver by switching 
back and forth between reverse and 
forward. He lost control during one 
forward thrust, and crushed our port 
side hull and deck, just forward of 
the cockpit. His bow had not a chip, 
dent, or scratch! Our toe rail was 
bent, hull/deck in a two to three foot 
area was split open, and inside cabi-
nets were broken away from the hull.
  Well, long story made short, since it 
was Friday, and after trying to reach 
the insurance companies, leaving 
messages, we patched up the gash in 
the deck with duct tape, and headed 
for Quebec City, where we were ad-
vised that repairs could more easily 
be arranged. This proved to be cor-
rect.

~ July 15th. 2006 ~

Port Neuf to Quebec City.
Even in our miserable, sorry 

mood, we were taken aback by the 
spectacular view, as we approached  
Quebec. From a distance off, we 
could recognize the Chateau Fronte-
nac, and the fabulous old city forti-
fications. This was one of our “must 
see” destinations, and we expected 
to spend at least three days here. As 
it turned out, it was six days. The 
insurance companies were not used 
to hearing a grown man cry, so they 

agreed between them to pull some 
strings, and get Lindisfarne back to 
sea as quickly as possible. 
  In the meantime, we decided to 
take advantage of the situation, and 
see the town “good and proper”. 
The entrance to Quebec Harbour, is 
through a lock, and a lift bridge. We 
arrived at a particularly busy time, 
with about 25 to 30 boats locking in 
and out at each opening. The atten-
dants, all students, were very help-
ful and accommodating. They had 
us inside in short order, and into a 
comfortable slip.
  Now we began to enjoy the city. 
Since we would not be able to 
get through to the insurance un-
til Monday, we got started with 
touring the old town, and surround-
ing areas.
  Anne Marie got a call  from a job 

Quebec City , top and the entrance to 
the harbour. PH
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ALBERG 30

HULL NO 469. Atomic 4, com-
pletely rebuilt, many maintenance 
and hardware upgrades including 
new head. Interior requires new up-
holstery. Asking $20,000 CND 
Don Campbell, 519 475-6033,
dk.campbell@sympatico.ca

ALBERG 22

WIND TOUR
1976 - HIN #ZSG221530576
This classic beauty has just under-
gone over 300 hours of fully docu-
mented restoration. All original 
gelcoat. A CD of 280 photos illus-
trating the process from start to fin-
ish is available. 
Boat is currently in the Orangeville 
Ontario area, and is available for 
viewing anytime. Delivery within 
southern Ontario can be arranged. 
Comes with folding cradle.
Asking $8500.00 CND
Brian Matthews 519-941-9934
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agency offering her a job interview 
for a new teaching position in Aus-
tralia, in a couple of days, so she 
decided to take a side trip by bus to 
Tadoussac and a whale watching ex-
pedition before she left. She chose 
the smaller, inflatable boat, over the 
larger, cruise ship type vessel, and 
did get to see whales, but no spec-
tacular breachings or dives, as seen 
in the brochures. She also warned 
me that it was considerably colder 
in that region.
  I bade her a fond farewell at the 
nearby train station on Monday, 
then contacted the insurance com-
panies again. They had an appraiser 
on board within a couple of hours, 
and made arrangements with a yard 
back up-river about 3 or 4 miles. I 
was to take the boat up there next 
morning, the repairs would begin 
immediately, and be complete in 
two days.
  I had a bit of worry about taking 
the boat through the lock on my 
own, but lo and behold, when I got 
to the lock next morning, it was wide 
open, straight through to the river.  
The tide was at the same height as 
the inner harbour, and was rising, so 
the lock would remain open till high 
tide.
  I made my way up the river to the 
Quebec Yacht Club basin, where the 
repair yard was located.  The repair 
began immediately, as promised, 
right at the dock, in the water.
  My brother-in-law, Arch will join 
me on Friday, to carry on the voy-
age, with the next “must see” desti-
nation, Tadoussac. In the meantime 
I will continue to enjoy the city.

Jim continues with Part Two, next issue.
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ALBERG 30

SEVEN OF HARTS 
1966 KC 17 
More than $30,000 of up-grades, 
excluding labour since 1989. Exten-
sive equipment list. Owner is will-
ing to accept resonable offers.
Contact Steve Hart for details
szhart@sympatico.ca 

ALBERG 22 

1974 DOUGLAS BUILT AL22 
project boat. Original rigging and 
sails, deck needs some TLC.
Located in Meaford Ontario.
Asking $3,500. CND 
Contact Richard Morris details
richardandmarilyn@sympatico.
ca

For more photos of these boats go 
to the For Sale section of Alberg.ca
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