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GREAT LAKES ALBERG ASSOCIATION
Commodore’s Corner

Cathie Coultis

If the 2011 Annual General Meeting recently held in Toronto, was
any indication of how this year is going to unfold for the GLAA,
then it is going to be an exciting year! The enthusiastic support
of the GLAA was evident by the large number of members who
attended the AGM and Dinner. I cannot recall how late into the
evening past AGM Dinners went, but I can tell you that this year’s
event didn’t wrap up until about 11:30 p.m. The Cherry Street
restaurant provided us with great food, terrific service and
wonderful ambience. Our guest speaker for the evening, Yves Gelinas gave a highly
entertaining and very interesting presentation of his 50 years sailing (not only with his
Alberg 30 Jean-du-Sud) in the St. Lawrence and
all around the world. Yves terrific storytelling
held everyone`s attention right to the very end
of the evening. The increased turn out for the
2011 AGM is inspiring to your Executive Team
heading into 2012. Our new Executive members
share the same passion we all have for our good
old boats, as well as, a heightened commitment
to ensure the GLAA is one of the best, if not the
best, sailboat owner’s associations on the Great
Lakes...and that GLAA members and their guests
will have a good variety of races, cruises and ‘on
the hard’ activities throughout the coming years.

Kris Coward

Webmaster

Dennis Litchfield

Past Commodore

Don Campbell

In addition to the members noted above, one
other GLAA member, Elizabeth Munro has
joined the Newsletter/Website Team. Elizabeth
is providing her terrific graphic arts expertise to
help create an attractive re-design of the GLAA’s
Yves Gelinas and Robert Feeney
visual identity... beginning with this Jan-Feb
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Newsletter. Over the year, you will see more of
Elizabeth’s graphic arts talent as she will be working
with Dennis Litchfield (Webmaster) updating the look
of our website, as well as, assisting other members
of the Executive Team on a few upcoming projects.

Pete found that he not only had very little time
to spend on his Alberg 22 but minimal time for
anything else.
Our new Director of Racing, Kris Coward is busy
firming up the details for an exciting 2012 GLAA
Racing Programme. Most GLAA races are for
Alberg 30’s; however, if Kris receives enough interest
from Alberg 22 and 37 owners, he would be happy
to organize a separate start of these skippers and
their crews. Two of the four annual GLAA races are
held on Lake Ontario in the Toronto area –
the Syronelle Regatta in June with our Chesapeake
cousins kicks off the racing season and, the
Great Lakes Championship takes place at the end
of the summer. The Triangle Trophy Race is held in
conjunction with the Eastern Lake Ontario
Rendezvous at the beginning of August, and the
last race of the year, the Rankin Regatta, again with
our Chesapeake cousins, is held in Annapolis, MD.
If you have never experienced the fantastic
hospitality of the Chesapeake Alberg 30 group, you
do not know what you are missing. Though it has
been quite a few years since I have been able to
partake in the fun, by all accounts from our
Canadian team members...nothing has changed. It
is still a wonderful weekend of racing, camaraderie,
shopping, and sightseeing!

To help you get to know them, our three
newest Executive members ~ Larry Richardson,
William Richardson and Kris Coward ~ have very
kindly provided a bit of personal background in this
first edition of the 2012 Newsletter. I hope when the
opportunity arises, in true Alberg style, you will
welcome them and offer your support...a cold beer,
a helping hand.

Gord Martin and one of his crew, Phyllis

Also, two other members of the Executive have
taken on different responsibilities this year...
Bill Newman has changed tacks from Director at
Large to Director of Cruising. If you are planning to
participate in a Cruising event this summer, Bill
(and I) would certainly welcome your assistance in
the running of an event, i.e. helping with the
arrival of boats at a venue, getting food organized,
set up (clean up, too!) and any other hands-on ‘day
of’ activity as needed. This also applies to our Race
events, and I am sure Kris would welcome your help.
Pete Scholz, a long-time member and a former
Editor of the GLAA Newsletter, is serving on this
year’s Executive in the position of Director at Large.
Last year, due to commitments with his new job,

Kris Coward, George Shorey in the background and Marc Decorte
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Two projects I am continuing to work on this year
are the GLAA Partners Programme, and the
GLAA’s 50th Anniversary. With regard to the Partners
Programme, this project entails gathering support
from companies within the marine industry by
posting ads on our GLAA website and also, to
encourage other means of support, i.e. Good Old
Boat’s free half year subscription to their magazine,
and Ontario Sailor’s offer of a free one-time ad in
their magazine for new GLAA members. If you have
any recommendations of companies that would be
appropriate to approach about advertising on our
great website, or being involved in some other way
with the Partners Programme, please don’t hesitate
to forward their contact information on to me for
follow up.

Please visit the GLAA website Calendar for updates
on Racing, Cruising, Seminars and Social events
throughout the year. Speaking of Social events...I
hope you will join me at our Spring Kick Off event in
March, which is a Pot Luck Dinner being held at the
home of GLAA members Ann and Sam Malcolmson
on Saturday March 10th. As always, Dennis will send
out an e-blast reminder for specific events about
two weeks ahead of the event. Most of our events
this year will require pre-registration in order to help
the Executive (and the venues’ staff and members)
to better prepare. It would be greatly appreciated if
you send your responses to the member noted as
the ‘contact’ on the GLAA web site Calendar or the
e-blast for each event, and not just reply back to
Dennis.
The locations of our two very popular Summer
Rendezvous events have been confirmed ~
Central (Toronto area) Rendezvous will be held on
the Canada Day long weekend in July at Toronto
Hydroplane & Sailing Club (Contact – Bill Newman),
and the Eastern Lake Ontario Rendezvous will take
place at Bay of Quinte Yacht Club, Belleville for
the Civic long weekend in August (Contact – Cathie
Coultis). Details of the Canada Day Rendezvous are
included in this edition of the Newsletter and very
shortly, notices of both Summer Rendezvous events
will be posted on the GLAA website Calendar.
As mentioned above, the Triangle Trophy Race
will once again be held during the Eastern Lake
Ontario Rendezvous on the August long weekend.
Eric Courtney, Bay of Quinte YC’s new Fleet
Captain has graciously offered to put together two
race courses for our consideration. Having the option
of two courses is very much appreciated, as one of
the club’s race courses can be quite challenging in
certain wind conditions. This is a ‘fun’ race where
non-racers are encouraged to participate with their
own boats or crew on some of the racing Albergs.
Flags are awarded at the Rendezvous, and the trophy
will be presented to the winner at the AGM next
January.

Jim Townsend and Don Campbell

The second project is the GLAA’s 50th Anniversary.
If you would like to be involved with the Anniversary
Committee, please contact me for more information.
Whether you would simply like to offer suggestions
or jump right into organizing special events, all are
most welcome! There are a number of items we can
begin working on now in preparation for the yearlong activities and events to celebrate this historic
milestone of our great Association.
One of the ‘Anniversary’ projects we have begun to
work on is, so far, more challenging than was
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anticipated...researching historical records of the
GLAA back to when our group was originally called
the Great Lakes Alberg 30 Association. Any records
dating back to the ‘early days’ of the Association
are very scarce, and what there is seems to be
spread amongst GLAA’s longest standing members
and former Association members, or are lost.
Doris Hansen, Kurt Hansen’s wife and part owner of
Whitby Boat Works informed me when I contacted
her last year, that most of the ‘memorabilia’ she had
was given away to various Alberg people. Recently,
I discovered that Doug Stevenson who was also a
Partner and Sales Manager of Whitby Boat Works,
and has a yacht dealership (Alberg 37s and Whitby
42s) up in the Georgian Bay area, may have some
historical items which he is willing to part with for
our GLAA Archives.

Reading on in this first edition of the 2012
Newsletter, you will find some familiar features,
interesting articles written by our members and
accompanied by a few photos, as well as,
informative reports from the Executive. On behalf of
the Newsletter Team, I hope you enjoy the new
layout of our Newsletter. Beginning with the MarchApril edition of the Newsletter, kindly send your
articles and other material for submission to our
new Editor, William Richardson. Very shortly, the
GLAA website will also receive a bit of a facelift
with new graphics and a couple of new features.
Stay tuned!!
As always, I look forward to receiving your
comments and suggestions regarding the GLAA.
Please keep them coming! I hope you will join me
in March for the Spring Pot Luck Dinner and also,
our first On the Hard Seminar at Klacko Spars!

Another project in the works for the 50th Anniversary
which is of particular interest to me, entails putting
together a list of names and dates of Past
Commodores who served on the Executive. This is
an enjoyable task because it provides a wonderful
opportunity for me to reconnect with some Alberg
friends I have lost touch with over the years,
especially since moving from the Toronto area to
Prince Edward County. Below is a fragmented list
of what data I have been able to gather so far. It is
my hope that by posting this list in our Newsletter
it will garner some interest, and consequently more
data. Any additional information will be greatly
appreciated. Thanks!

Fair Winds,
Cathie

New Executive’s Bio’s
Larry and Lucie Richardson
Larry and Lucie started sailing together at age 16
in a 12’ wooden catboat out of Port Dalhousie, aka
Portaloosie. After they married in 68, they bought a
used Albacore (no name) and sailed it mostly on the
lakes and rivers around Val d’Or PQ. After two kids
the Albacore had to go, so while posted to Victoria
BC with the military in 1974 they traded in the
Albacore for a new Davidson 18, a ‘weekender’ keel
boat with a 28 inch draft, a ‘Sear’s’ two cycle, four
HP aux and a name, ‘Ariel’. They sailed around
Victoria and up to Sidney, their first experience
with tides – making three knots for three hours and
going nowhere!.

Commodore		
Year(s) Served on Executive
Cathie Coultis			
2010 –
Don Campbell			
2007 – 2009
Dave Timmins			
2006
Don Campbell			
2000 – 2005
Sam Malcolmson		
1998 – 1999
Ken Stephenson		
1996 – 1997
John Birch			
1993 – 1995
Phil Birkenheier		
1991 – 1992
Peter Ashby			
1990
Ron Cameron			
1989

They trailered Ariel to Greenwood Nova Scotia in 75,
moored her at Lunenburg back harbour and sailed
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Mahone Bay, LaHave and St. Margaret’s Bay nearly
every weekend for the next five years with their
three, then four children. ‘Lifejackets! Lifejackets!!
Why son, no one down here wears lifejackets.’

William Richardson
I grew up sailing, with the whole family of seven
on my parents’ 18 foot Davidson D18. Exciting
memories from those days include looking up at the
fiberglass in the tiny quarter berth at night, rolling
from one side of the vee berth to the other when
the boat tacked, and being terrified of looking out
the leeward port-light when she was heeled over in
a stiff breeze, because on the D18 it would be
totally submerged. After my folks sold that boat
(regrettably, too soon for me), my sailing life
consisted for many years of the complementary
pastimes of dinghy sailing and writing nautical
novels—one of which actually involves real water
and real sails.

A posting to Moisie (Sept Isles PQ), in 1980 saw
more salt water sailing in a shrinking boat (now five
children, but a least we adults had lifejackets).
‘Spectacular’ is the only word for the North Shore.
We’ll maybe bitingly cold applies, too.
In 82, they trailered Ariel out to Alberta’s Sylvan Lake
where they fulfilled a lifelong dream of diving off
their boat into water warmer than 50F.
In 85, back to Ontario (Kingston – best sailing in
Ontario), with the kids loving ‘good ol’ Ariel’. In 87
Lucie went back to school and there went good ol’
Ariel. Sold her to, believe it or not, another Larry
Richardson, in the same military unit as Larry. They
never saw her again - white hull, blue deck, white
sails with broad blue stripes, answers to the name
Ariel.

Kris Coward
Kris got bit by the sailing bug in the summer of
2003 when a friend of his (now living in Boston)
bought a boat and invited him out sailing. He
was bit hard enough that less than a year later he
bought Candy Cane (A30 #583), and has been living
on her since (and getting off the dock regularly in
spite of that). He looks forward with dread to the
day when Xana (his 6 year old daughter) gets old
enough to want a bigger boat (but figures than an
A37 MkII will probably meet those needs).

Then nothing nautical until 2010, when the good
life in St. Catharines got too good and we needed
the odd mixture of joy and torment that is found in
owning a good ol’ boat (You say you have to have
a radio and all that person-overboard stuff, and life
jackets? What? And a course!!!!). It was love at first
sight with le papillon, especially for Lucie: A toilet!
An icebox!! Standing room for two people; at the
same time !!! Larry thought she was OK, too, but he
really wanted a Nonsuch!

TIMBITS
Irish Hurricane

A30 #612, aka le papillon had been lovingly cared for
by Taylor and Barbie Echlin (no other words for it).
We are still getting used to her and I suppose she,
to us. The presence of an eager and willing hand
(Wil) the last two summers has allowed us to go
soft on our newly refreshed skillset, but with his
graduation from school and an impending job, we
expect to have to do it all ourselves. And we will!
With all of the great people we have met in GLAA!

Old Navy slang for a dead calm.

Halliards
The word originally came from the 14th century
English hallier, a hauler. Because of the association with
yards, it was changed in the 17th century to haul yard,
and then halyard.
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Treasurer’s Report

Janet McNally

At the Annual General Meeting I was happy to report on the 2011 GLAA financial year. In addition to a very
enjoyable season of cruising and racing, 2011 was a turn around year for the association finances. We ended
the year in a surplus position ($775) for the first time in three years by carefully monitoring all expenses and
by attracting a larger membership base.
The year 2014 is approaching and planning for our celebration of the 50th anniversary of the GLAA has already
begun. At the AGM the members present voted in support of a motion to dedicate $500 to a special 50th
anniversary fund in each of the 2011, 2012 and 2013 years. So that the fund can be set aside without affecting
the ongoing programs and operation of the association, the executive had previously decided to increase the
annual membership fee. The fee has not increased in many years and we felt it was a good time to make the
change. Please renew your membership by March 31 for $40. After March 31, you will miss the printing deadline
for the roster and will pay $45. That should be an incentive to put your membership cheque along with the
information form from the web site in the mail today.
Thanks to everyone who attended the AGM and received the complete financial statement in the printed
programme.
For further information or if there are questions about the statement please e-mail me at janet@mcnally.ca .

Membership News

Clare Matthews

Great response so far for membership as over 65% of last year’s members have renewed for 2012.
This will go a long way in helping the Executive plan events for the 2012 sailing season.
For those of you still planning to rejoin the GLAA, please keep in mind the new membership fee and discounted
rate for 2012,
•$40.00 per year for membership received before March 31, 2012
•$45.00 per year for membership received after March 31, 2012.
Thank you for continuing to support to the Great Lakes Alberg Association.

Please welcome the following New Members who have recently joined the GLAA,
• Donna & Fred Jurgensen, Ontario, A30, FREDAWN (for sale), Bay of Quinte
• William Richardson, Quebec, A30, LE PAPILLON (Crew), Port Dalhousie Yacht Club, Lake Ontario
• Louis (Lou) Franchi, Ontario, A30, HIRONDELLE, Kingston, Lake Ontario.
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Whisker Pole Bylaw Changes

Gord Martin

Whisker Pole Length
The maximum allowable whisker pole length is guided by the size of the jib being flown and is a maximum of
0.8 LP where LP is the shortest distance from the clew of the sail to the luff. As a guide, the lengths shall be as
per schedule A where the LP has been calculated as (J* sail size/100), and the J measurement for the Alberg 30
is 10 feet 6 inches. The whisker pole under any circumstance shall not be longer than 14 feet 4 inches. The pole
length shall be measured between the heels of the jaws on the ends of the pole
Furthermore, the whisker pole shall be attached to the boat at the mast and at the clew of the sail only.
There shall be no other controls, rigging or manual, on the whisker pole.
Schedule A

Sail Size
135
140
145
150
155
160
165
170

Calculated LP (Ft)
14.18
14.70
15.23
15.75
16.28
16.80
17.33
17.85

Max Pole Length (Ft In)
11’ 4”
11’ 9”
12’ 2”
12’ 7”
13” 0”
13’ 5”
13’ 10”
14’ 4”
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In Memory Bruno Frank 1959-2011
Dear fellow Alberg Association Members:
On behalf of Elyse Pastor, and with great sadness,
I must write you to inform you of the passing of
yet another great A/30 sailor, Bruno Frank. Many
people would have met Bruno and Elyse, who
hailed from the Pointe Claire Yacht Club, at the
A/30 rendezvous a couple of summers ago when
he took his A/30 on a tour of the Great Lakes,
going through the Trent Severn system and
returning on the lakes.
Linda and I first met Bruno and Elyse at a closing
dinner at Pointe Claire. At that point they were
non boat owning members and had walked past
our A/30 several times and loved the lines of her.
He asked me several questions about the boat
and by the following spring had purchased Lady
Heron from the United States.
In terms of years, Bruno and Elyse were relatively
new members to the Association, in terms of
enthusiasm and love for the A/30, Bruno was right
up there with my Dad. He would be seen working
around on the boat, adding this, modifying that
all the time he could.

Bob Townsend and Bruno Frank

“I said to Bill Newman and Jim Watters, knowing that we are
part of such a great organization of Alberg 30’s is comforting
and reassuring for me and ‘Lady Heron’!” Elyse Pastor

Bruno passed away quietly on Friday December 16th listening to the Queen song, The show must go on. There
was a service on Wednesday, December 21st at Magnus Poirier (in the east end of Montreal). Elyse requested no
flowers: Here is her comment: Please absolutely no flowers. As Bruno would say “Don’t waste your money!” If
you feel compelled to do something, please donate to the Montreal Neurological Institute or make your cheque
payable to the MUCH Palliative Care Services to be mailed to the Montreal General Hospital Foundation
(1650, Cedar Ave, room E6-129, Montreal, QC H3G 1A4. These people really, really, really and I mean really made
Bruno and my wish come true: falling “asleep” and dying with utmost dignity and without pain.… For you friends
who cannot be with us, fear not, a BBQ party will be held in his honor in spring (probably early spring). Sausages
and all his favorites will be on the menu! You can guess where it will be!
Bruno will be missed around the club and around the lakes.
Jim Townsend D’Accord A/30 320

The GLAA made a donation in memory of Bruno Frank to the
MUCH Palliative Care Services and a donation in memory of
Bob Townsend to the CNIB Guide Dog Assistance Fund .
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Tech Talk

The Economist newspaper reported in early
November last year that research has intensified
somewhat to sort out the Vikings navigation
methods due to the find of a sunstone on a wreck
from Elizabethan times. This event was a part of
recent research published in The Proceedings of the
Royal Society last fall.

How does this happen? The light from the sun is
polarized. That means that the photons of direct
sunlight are moving in parallel waves, which is the
same situation you see from wearing polarized
sunglasses, the lenses of which realign to parallel
all light waves passing through those lens. Any view
of direct sun passed through a refractive surface will
give a refraction reading because of the differences
in optical densities between air and the object. Thus
finding a medium like a crystal that will easily give
a uniform refraction reading will give a repeatable
measure of sun position. Dr. Guy Ropars of the
University of Rennes has found that Iceland Spar
will give such a reading.
Iceland spar is a form of calcite that refracts light into two beams. If the light is
polarized, and the crystal aligned
parallel to the light, then the
outgoing beams are split equally
in intensity and that orientation
of the crystal points to the sun. A mark
showing that alignment is put on the crystal
for reference. Then if one can see even the
smallest patch of blue sky, the crystal can be
used to split the beam of light from that area of sky
and the reference mark will point to the sun. Ropar’s
work suggests that this is accurate to within 5º of
the compass bearing when using Iceland Spar as the
refractive medium.

The Viking stories and lore have it that they used
stones to navigate, and used the refracted images
from these stones to determine the direction they
traveled. The refraction characteristics of sunlight
through these particular stones meant that the
observed results were consistent enough to orient
the stone to the sun even when there were clouds
obliterating most of the sky. The problem is that we
have not yet found any of these navigational stones
on Viking shipwrecks. They have gone down with
the ship or have not been recovered if there were a
ship’s burial.

This work has come out of a recent find of a
shipwreck near Alderney in the Channel Islands
where a large calcite crystal was recovered from
this British ship that was dated to about 1600.
Unfortunately, but not surprisingly, that particular
crystal is now opaque. Determining the type of
calcite of that crystal is the focus of Ropar’s current
work. This is the first find of any calcite on
shipwrecks and now, since we know what it might
look like after finding this piece of calcite, it will
be more carefully looked for on any new finds,
particularly Viking wrecks or burials.

Don Campbell

What would you do without a compass? Or GPS?
The Vikings did not have compasses, yet navigated
to North America and more importantly, home again.
We may yet be without GPS, thanks to the US
Federal Communications Commission. (From Margaret
Mair, see http://www.sailingmagazine.net/columns/
full-and-by/1214-its-not-science-fictionhigh-poweredradio-waves-could-attack-gps ). Thus, the magnetic
compass is the mid point between Viking
navigation tools and GPS, a big advance from
the sunstone and a necessary back up to GPS.
We don’t usually think of compass
problems in the last millennium for ships
of sail, but there is now evidence
that sunstones may have been a
back up for the compass on war
ships because of the amount of
iron in cannons that would interfere with their magnetic compasses.
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My suspicion over finding it on
buried hulls would be that if a
crystal were calibrated, it would be
kept for reuse and not buried with
the wreck. However, it is interesting
to speculate that the British used
calcite crystals as their back up for
the compass on heavily armed ships
because of the interference from
iron in the cannons and ammunition, and so had another advantage
over the warships of the Spanish
Armada beyond triangular sails and
upwind prowess. Might Drake have
used one on his circumnavigation
prior to his fight
with the Spanish Armada? One
might also wonder about the
use of the word
‘Spar’ for masts,
because they,
too, are parallel
Don Campbell
with the sun’s
polarized rays when the boat is on
her keel! Nonetheless, the name of
John Birch’s boat, Sunstone, has a
bit more meaning for us all.

More Timbits
Fleets
Fleet is derived from the Old English
fleotan, to float.

AYE! AYE!
This seagoing affirmative was
originally “Yea! Yea!”, but Cockney
tongues twisted it to “Yi! Yi!”...
and, eventually to its present form
“Aye! Aye!”.

Grow the GLAA Contest
Membership has been growing but we want to see it
grow even more! Therefore, we are announcing the
Grow the GLAA Membership Contest.
Bring a new member to GLAA for 2012 and win a
one year subscription to Good Old Boat magazine,
plus recognition in our newsletter and the undying
gratitude of the GLAA.

To win, we need the new member to send
in a completed membership application
along with their cheque, indicating on the
form that you (a current GLAA member)
introduced them by March 31st 2012.
New members do not have to own an Alberg,
although we would certainly like to attract those
owners. A new member could be considering an
Alberg purchase and wants to get to know the boats
better or is interested in crewing on an Alberg for
GLAA races.
Please give some thought to who you know that is
interested in Albergs, and invite them to join our
Association…. and Grow the GLAA!
Note: 1 (one) free GOB subscription per GLAA
member who is referring a new member in 2012.

FOR ANY CONTEST QUESTIONS PLEASE USE CONTACT US
ON THE GLAA WEB SITE WWW.ALBERG.CA
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The Murray Canal Mystery Gord Martin
The following is a little snapshot from my return trip after the 2011 Picton Alberg rendezvous. After a beautiful sail
through the Bay of Quinte I transited the Murray Canal late in the afternoon and decided to save my money and
tie up on the wall at the western end for the night. I was soon joined by a Dutch boat with a crew of three whom
I had met earlier in Cobourg.
There was no one else around, but there was a brand new, deluxe pickup truck parked there. I looked around
assuming there would be a fisher(man) somewhere nearby. Nobody; no boat, no trailer, nor launch ramp
anywhere in the area. My next assumption was that someone was ‘making out’, but the truck was not bouncing,
and there were no flailing limbs visible so that was not the answer.
I then took a walk back to the Carrying Place Bridge to go to the store and hot dog stand. The trail that the truck
had to have gone through was unbelievably rough and muddy. Then it hit me! I had solved the mystery. Someone
was hiding that fancy truck from the ‘repo man’. What a perfect hiding place; it’s very doubtful that the
‘repo man’ would be searching by water.
Meanwhile I had a hot dog and chips at the Carrying Place Bridge and read my book for a while. I then made my
way back to my boat just as the sun was going down, and also just in time to see a large commercial tug
expertly docked by the captain who then jumped into his pickup truck and went home. Big mystery solved! He
had been working with a dredging crew in the area and did not want to leave his tug out in the open lake.

The Last of the Timbits

First Navigation Book
The first navigation book written
in English was William Bourne’s
‘Register of the Seas’ published
in 1573.

“AHOY”
This old traditional greeting
for hailing other boats was
originally a Viking battle-cry.

PHOTO CONTEST
COMING TO THE

GLAA

get your camera ready OK or your phone
look for details in the next newsletter and on our website
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A MEMORY OF SUMMER

2012 Canada Day Alberg Rendezvous Bill Newman
Even though this winter is relatively
benign compared to most, I think
many of us still often think about
being on our boat, with a warm
breeze driving her a good speed and
a warm sun beaming down; maybe a
few cold beers waiting in the cooler
below. With that thought in mind,
perhaps it is time to talk about the
Canada Day Rendezvous. I have been
to about eleven or twelve of these,
usually with ideal summer weather at
the beginning of July before the heat
becomes uncomfortable, before the
flies find us, before the baking clams The Toronto Hydroplane and Sailing Club
of August and always with great company.
Last year, we had, what all those who attended I am sure will agree, was a great rendezvous at
Ashbridge’s Bay Yacht Club with a record number of boats. ABYC is just a bit east of the Toronto city
centre. This year we will move a Iittle further into the bay to the Toronto Hydroplane and Sailing Club
which now occupies the space of the original ABYC. This is a very pleasant and friendly club with a
relaxed and informal atmosphere. The location is adjacent to a very large park which is the centre for
much of the city’s Canada Day weekend celebrations and fireworks, as well as being the best and busiest
beach on Lake Ontario. Queen Street east, in the famous and trendy beaches area is a 15 or 20 minute
walk north. There is a grand old 50’s style restaurant on Queen Street, immediately north of the club
called “the Tulip” which has been there forever and is famous for its fine traditional comfort food at very
reasonable prices. Beer and wine are also available.

Now please mark your calendar June 29 to July 1, 2012
(a one day extension is possible dependent on availability of slips)

Toronto Hydroplane & Sailing Club
20 Ashbridges Bay Park Road
Toronto, Ontario
M4L 3W6
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“HOW GRAMPS WAS TAUGHT
TO SKIN A CAT” Janski

In order to free the van so it could undertake the
mercy mission to acquire new rim and tire the trailer
was lowered onto a plastic milk box. I took off
heading south to the first exit. Again the Sea Gods
did their stuff providing a large Canadian Tire
complex at the end of that exit ramp. It took less
than an hour for me to get back with two new trailer
rims and tires.

This adventure started as a trip to “Forest Glen
Resort” on the Severn River in Muskoka.
My grandson Kenny B asked me to tow his newly
acquired Siren, a 17 foot pocket-trailer sailor so
he could sail it on Sparrow Lake. Although we had
a shake-down cruise to check out the TLC he had
rendered on the vessel; so far as I was concerned
the trailer’s reliability had yet to be tested. Although
the 30 year old trailer appeared sufficiently sturdy I
had reservations about the obviously OEM tires even
though they appeared OK and held air.

The plastic milk box was not up to the task assigned
it. The weight of the trailer buckled the plastic box
making it impossible to position the jack so as to
lift the axel sufficiently so as to refit the new rim
and tire. We needed to get the axel hub at least 6
inches higher. I took off to examine a construction
site at what appeared to be a college campus. I was
seeking something to use as a lever to enable us to
reposition the jack. No luck.

We set off from Princeton taking mostly secondary
highways intending to access 400 Hwy at the Hwy
89 interchange just east of Alliston intending to dash
past Barrie and Orillia to just north of the Webber
Hamburger Emporium to turn off at the South River
Road that wends its way past Port Stanton.

I returned to the trailer to discover that Kenny had
got the new rim on the hub and was tightening the
wheel nuts. Using a screwdriver as a pick and a
discarded plastic cap from a peanut butter jar as a
scoop Kenny had dug a hole of sufficient depth that
when the rim and tire was rolled in it was perfectly
positioned so the rim fitted on the hub studs.

We made it to Hwy 400 without incident and were
heading north by Barrie when just past the turn-off
for Duckworth Road the starboard trailer tire blew.
Fortunately there was a very wide shoulder where
we pulled off and came to rest. Since Kenny was on
a tight budget when refurbishing his boat needless
to say getting a spare rim and tire for the trailer was
deferred to a later date. My immediate concern was
how we were going to jack up the trailer to remove
the damaged rim and tire.

Initially while I was checking out lug wrench and
scissors jack Ken had used his cell phone to alert
my Duchess, his grandmother of our problem. She
told him that she would roust out a search and
rescue team to provide assistance. As I used the van
to ease the new trailer wheel out of its installation
hole the rescue crew arrived in time to complete
tightening the wheel nuts.

The Sea Gods must love grandsons and
grandfathers. We discovered that the GM engineers
who designed our Montana Van had the forethought
to size the supplied lug wrench to also fit the nuts
used on the Siren trailer wheels. Further
investigation indicated that the GM supplied
scissor jack would work to raise the trailer axel.
Thirty minutes later the rim and tire were off. Kenny
was left with the boat and trailer while Gramps set
off to look for the nearest “Crappy Tire”.

My perception of our problem was that we had to
raise the axel hub. Kenny saw our problem as
having to get the rim low enough to fit on the axel
hub. That’s how Gramps was taught another way to
skin a cat.
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