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Commodore’s Corner Cathie Coultis
John and I hope everyone had a great summer enjoying your
beautiful boats!! How quickly the season comes to an end
for those of us who haul our boats out in October. To those
members who are able to continue sailing in warmer climes,
please send photos!!
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Every year, your Executive Team works together doing its best to
plan out the next year’s sailing and social calendar for all of us, all the while hoping
that when it comes time, Mother Nature and our personal schedules will be in sync.
Your Executive Team would like to hear from you! Please send us your suggestions
and ideas for GLAA activities that could be held on the water or on the hard during
the 2013 season. Two new activities are highlighted in this edition including a call-out
for material from members to be included in a new 50th Anniversary Cook Book, and a
‘Name our Newsletter’ Contest.

Cathie Coultis & Breezy

The time and preparation it takes to travel by water to and from GLAA events has been
an issue for many GLAA members over the past few years...whether it’s due to adverse
weather conditions, busy personal schedules or lack of delivery crew. To help those who
would like to participate in a Race or Rendezvous with their own boats but have difficulty getting there, the development of a Crew Bank is currently in the works. More details
will be made available early in the new year.
For a quite a number of years, GLAA events have been held in the Toronto area and the
east end of Lake Ontario. When looking at the Members Rosters from the past couple of
years, you will see there is an increasing number of GLAA members keeping their boats
around the Georgian Bay area, and also at the west end of Lake Ontario. The search is
on for a suitable location in both these areas to hold GLAA events. As it has been a very
long time since I’ve had the privilege of sailing Ontario’s spectacular northern waters,
I am calling upon members who live and/or keep their boats in the ‘North Country’ to
contact me or any one of the GLAA Team, with your suggestions so that we can plan for
a Rendezvous event or an ‘On the Hard’ Seminar, in your neck of the woods during the

GLAA

sept oct2012
newsletter

2013 season. It has been suggested that rather than
during the spring and summer seasons, the autumn
months would be a better time of year to hold an
Alberg gathering in this area,. Our GLAA Director
of Cruising, Bill Newman will be scouting out
locations at the west end of Lake Ontario for the
2013 Canada Day Rendezvous. I’m sure Bill will
appreciate hearing from members in this area with
a few of their recommendations.

Tidbits
For your reading enjoyment, check out a good article
written about Dennis Furnis in the Aug/Sept edition
of Ontario Sailor magazine. If you don’t have this
edition of Ontario Sailor, it will be posted on the
GLAA website’s ARTICLES & LINKS page very shortly.

If anyone has a thought or two on ways to
help celebrate our 50th Anniversary, I would
appreciate hearing from you. A special Anniversary
Events Calendar’ will be posted on the GLAA
website with dates and details as they become
available throughout the coming year.

Dennis was the Plant Foreman for Whitby Boat
Works. At 86 year young, Dennis is still
‘messing around in boats’. Though, he didn’t launch
his Alberg 30 this year, Dennis still gets out on the
water with his 30’ tug that he built and his 14’
dinghy that he also built (about 30 years ago).

To all GLAA members, as always, I invite you to
contact me with your comments and ideas regarding
any topics I’ve written about in my ‘Corner’ or
anything to do with our great Association. Thanks!!

An interesting article in the same edition of
Ontario Sailor Magazine is about the
Toronto Hydroplane & Sailing Club. This club has
been host to a number of GLAA events, and has
shown our members wonderful hospitality. The
current Commodore of TH & SC is GLAA member
John Edwards

Please remember though, any personal criticisms
you feel compelled to make about your Commodore,
should be submitted in writing to me, and also, be
accompanied by a bottle of dark rum.....!! (LOL)
Fair Winds,
Cathie Coultis

Membership News

Clare Mattews

Please welcome the following New Members who have recently joined the GLAA,
Claude & Margaret Godbout from Burlington, A30, 1970, HONEY, sail/hull #403, home port is Harbour West Marina Hamilton,
sailing on Lake Ontario - interested in cruising
John & Alex Ball from North York, A30, 1974, EVENTIDE, sail/hull #566, home port is Queen City Yacht Club QCYC Toronto,
sailing on Lake Ontario - interested in racing.

Thank you for continuing to support the Great Lakes Alberg Association.
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2012

Eastern Lakes Ontario
Rendezvous Cathie Coultis
Sunny, hot, no wind, lots of wind, rain and threatening
t-storms...everything but fog was what good ol’ Mother
Nature gave us during the GLAA’s second Rendezvous
event of the summer. This year’s ELOR was held at the
Bay of Quinte Yacht Club in Belleville, ON over the
August Civic long weekend.
There was representation ‘by sea’ of almost every Carl Alberg
design currently owned by GLAA members ~ one A37
(Gord Martin), one A34 (George and Alison Shorey), one A30
(John and Cathie Coultis and 4-pawed crew), and one A29
(Malcolm and Myrtle Wardman). Dante McLean, with a very
large 4-pawed crew, trailered his Corinthian Sailstar 18 from
Georgian Bay where the boat is kept near his Christian Island
family cottage. Dante lives in Manitoba. Also, joining in the
fun, were A22 owners Clare and Brian Matthews, and Dave,
Selena and Zoe Stumbo; A30 owners Martin Slade and Jane
Pascau from Bedford, QC, BQYC members (former owners of
A30 Mahseer) John and Joan Boor, and A30 Hirondelle’s new
owner, Lou Franchi (his ELOR pics accompany this article).
Saturday morning, Kevin Kyle, Tech Rep for Awlgrip/Interlux
Paints put on a terrific presentation for our group. Sunday
morning, GLAA member George Shorey held a very
informative and enjoyable navigation workshop. Both ELOR
activities were attended GLAA and BQYC members.
Unfortunately, the Triangle Trophy Race was not held this year
due to a couple of reasons – mine was the only Alberg 30...
figures, after a long absence from racing, I manage to get my
A30 to a race and we end up not holding it! Second reason,
the weather forecaster at CFB Trenton told us t-storms were
expected to be in the area ALL day. So, being the wise
ol’ sailors we are, we partied hardy at the dock and up at
the clubhouse instead!!

Images from 2012 Alberg rendezvouses, top: Kevin Kyle (from Awlgrip/Interlux) and a group of Alberg owners gather in Belleville, Dante
McLean’s Corinthian Sailstar 18, George Shorey teaching the art of navigation, SV Scotch Mist II (owners Cathie and John Coultis).

3

GLAA

sept oct2012
newsletter

Tech Talk Wiring II

Many marine outlets for AC are 30 amps with 110
volts. There are considerations for this too. If you
are at the end of the line, with the visitors dock on
the outside of the wharf, then there may be what
is known as line drop and the voltage may be
much less than 110. If that is the case, then be
careful with appliances and motors that require 110
to make them work efficiently. With less than
adequate power, they may not work at their stated
efficiency, overheat, and ’burn out’ with overuse.

Don Campbell

In the last Tech Talk, I left off
with the fact that anything lower
than about 11.5 volts in a battery
meant the battery was “dead”.
On most boats to-day we
appreciate both AC and DC power
and Alberg owners are no
exception. The two systems must
be kept separate and there are
differences to the way we treat these two systems.

A 30 amp service means that your main fuse or
breaker should be set at 30 amps and your circuit
breakers set according to the use on the circuit.
Your power cord should also be rated 30 amps. If it
is not, there is no fuse protection to stop a fire with
underrated cords. Your main incoming power has a
30 amp breaker in the box you plug into so it will
allow 30 amps to leave the box. Your boat will have
a 30 amp main breaker allowing 30 amps to come
into the boat. If you have two circuits at 15 amps
each and you draw 10 on each circuit, then you have
20 amps coming through the inlet power cord. If it is
a “normal extension cord” which may have only #16
gauge wire in it and meant for 15 amps at most, you
will ultimately melt the cord and start a fire when it
shorts across the two now bare wires. (House wire
needs to be 14 gauge to carry 15 amps and if you
buy a 14 gauge extension cord, you pay about 1.5
times the price of “normal cords”. It is often not
written on the cord what the wire gauge is, but it
may be on the packaging. It is law that the gauge
be written on all other wire covers so that a 14 -3
written on the cover means there are three 14 gauge
wires in that casing. There will be other letters with
the numbers and they specify the type of cover and
indictate where you can use that insulation type with
respect to accepted rules and codes.)

The first is that we need the AC system to have a
ground fault interceptor (GFI) first thing in the line so
that if there is any current leak the system fails and
shuts itself off. This is so the big voltage and high
amperage does not get to you or anyone else in a
way that might be lethal to you, so it is the number
one safety system for your protection. All that is
required is that the first fitting on the AC line is a GFI
unit and all other downstream fittings are connected
through this fitting. Most Albergs are not so big that
they have many AC circuits, but each circuit ought to
be GFI protected. Refrigeration is a major consideration, but most marine systems are DC. If you have
an AC circuit for that , then you need that protected.
The same is true for stoves and if you have a
microwave oven, it may be on a separate circuit
from the lighting and duplex outlets, which are
the most common AC use. Nonetheless, these and
all other AC circuits need to be GFI protected. The
duplex outlets or plugs may be used for things like
televisions, computers, electric kettles and toasters
or toaster ovens. One needs to consider the
current draw when using these accessories and the
quantity of power coming in to the boat. As well,
there are now GFI systems on dock power lines. I
had the dubious experience of blowing the dock
breaker this summer for a GFI infraction, so I was
told, but it had been tripped regularly by others as
well. Often breakers become weak once tripped,
and if the power load was close to the working
limit, which may be below the nominal limit, then
the breaker trips.

Typically lighting circuits are at 15 amps and this
includes the duplex outlets. This is where you can
easily overload the circuit if you plug in a toaster
and kettle at the same time even on separate
circuits. You will blow a fuse or breaker. This does
not happen at home because there is a requirement
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through the propeller and drive shaft. That sets up a
current in the water between boats and if you have
a leak on another boat or a ground system with all
of the metal connected to the through hulls, that
current will be attracted to that boat. Then you get
unexpected current if that is your boat and the first
thing to go will be any zinc you have aboard for the
purpose, and if you happen to be swimming, you
will be zapped by stray current. If there is a way for
the current to go to the AC system in the second
boat, it will continue to work there and be a part of
the AC system on the wharf. But it is still in the water. Thus the reason for NO SWIMMING IN MARINAS!

that you have 6 circuits to three duplex boxes in
your kitchen and they are known as split receptacles.
What happens is that the metal joining strips
between top and bottom plug fittings are removed
and 6 wires are run to each box, two ground wires,
and separate hot and returns to top and bottom
plugs. Each outlet is on its own circuit breaker or
fuse. That allows you to draw up to 90 amps on
those 6 plugs without blowing the circuits and that
explains why most houses are now 200 amp
services. We don’t have those luxuries on the boats
with a 30 amp maximum. So if you have a toaster
oven and want some coffee, plug in one after the
other rather than at the same time, even if you have
separate circuits possible.

If the AC and DC systems are not kept totally
separate, only bad things happen with electrons
whose path we can’t anticipate or appreciate. There
is an acceptable practice for connecting cords to
power. So that you never get a “hot” cord end in
water, ALWAYS ATTACH THE CORD TO THE BOAT
FIRST, then plug in to the power source. ALWAYS
UPLUG FROM THE POWER SOURCE FIRST, then
unplug from the boat. NEVER LEAVE A CORD ON
THE WHARF THAT IS PLUGGED IN TO A POWER
SOURCE AND IS NOT ATTACHED TO THE BOAT.

If you want more than a minimum of AC system,
you will need to have fittings for two inlet cords
and go from there. Often on power boats, there is
air conditioning and that means big systems. That
also means the overall dock breaker may trip if
enough boats use enough power to exceed that
limit. And that may take only one light at the
wrong time to do that.
The reason we have these limits on AC is for
personal safety. Water and electricity with people or
animals in the system do not mix well for most
nervous systems and when they become over
powered, your brain shuts down for ever. So where
can power leak out and what does it do? The most
common problems occur with grounding systems.
On land based systems it is easy to ground electrical
systems by taking a wire and attaching it to a bar of
steel in the soil. Any current or electron leakage is
just dissipated in the water in the soil around that
ground rod. On boats it is not so easy to get the
rod into the ground, but it is easy to have current
flow into water. This may happen if someone tries
to ground the AC system to the motor or any other
metal system in the boat, (keel or, God forbid, the
mast or rigging). If to the motor, this then marries
the batteries to any AC leakage but since this was
a closed system, it now has extra inputs and it will
get rid of that extra any way it can and that will be
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Come up with a name for our
newsletter and win a prize.
The deadline is December 31st
and the winner will be announced
at the AGM on January 19th,2013.
Please send all submissions to
Cathie Coultis zoocrew @xplornet.ca
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GLAA Secretary’s Ramblings Gord Martin

The wall consists of 6 or 8 concrete sections about
35 ft. long with bridges connecting them. I never
approach a landing fast, so the hull scratches were
not too bad, but the dinghy hit the end of the wall,
snapped the tow line, blew under the bridge and
headed for Trenton at a fair clip! I probably could
have snagged the dinghy with the boat hook, but
would have risked much more damage to the Alberg
and my fragile ego. I got Maggy Fields sorted out
and then looked around for some help. There are
always lots of people fishing from small boats in the
area, but that day; nobody for miles. I waited for a
while but nobody came, so I finally called Prescott
Coast Guard on Ch 24, too embarrassed to call on
Ch 16, to report my loss, giving description and
bearing and pointing out that it was not an
emergency situation.

I once saw a sign in front of a fast food restaurant
reading ‘THE BOSS TOLD ME TO CHANGE THE SIGN,
SO I DID...”. Well in this case it is our commodore
asking the directors to write something for the
newsletter, so here I am; tongue tied and keyboard
challenged. I occasionally write something about
strange mechanical screw-up’s on my boat and how
I managed to sort them out. This summer my boat’s
mechanical systems have performed flawlessly, so
that in order to have something to write about I was
forced to crash my boat into a solid concrete wall
without fenders, while simultaneously breaking the
dinghy towline. You can’t imagine how fast a dinghy
disappears in a 15 knot breeze. Here’s my sad tale.
I left quite early for the Belleville Rendezvous
because there was some bad weather forecast for
mid week. After mostly downwind sailing, Toronto,
Whitby, Cobourg, I got into the Murray Canal
mid- afternoon and tied up at the Carrying Place
Bridge and was well secured by the time the
thunderstorm hit.

Late in the afternoon a small power boat
approached the end of the canal and I managed to
flag them down. They agreed to go look, but said
they couldn’t see anything. I told them to steer 012
degrees magnetic and they should see it. By this
time, I could just barely see my poor dinghy with
binoculars, up near Trenton. I had forgotten to give
the folks a spare tow line, so it took them a while to
get a line tied on, but shortly my dinghy was back
where she belonged. As soon as I could see them
at my dinghy, I called the coast guard to cancel my
request for assistance. I thanked the rescuers
profusely and gave them $20, which they said wasn’t
necessary, but I said if they don’t want it to just pass
it on to their favourite charity.

Next day I took it very easy, second cup of coffee,
walking and reading as I was close enough to
Belleville to not have to rush. Having thought of
anchoring off Indian Island or tying up at the end
wall of the Murray Canal, I left Carrying Place after
lunch following another larger sailboat through the
bridge. The other boat was only making about 4
knots, and I was becoming concerned with the storm
clouds rolling up over my left shoulder, so I called
on the radio asking ‘why so slow’. I got a very blunt
response, that was as fast as he planned to go. I
let myself get a bit irritated and finally passed him,
but of course when the speed differential is only 1.5
knots it takes a while. Here I was at the end of the
canal, having just gotten by him and then I decide I
want to tie up on the north wall so I did a big u-turn
and hit the wall without fenders down and with the
dinghy short tied on starboard.

The rest of my trip was beautiful and quite free
of disasters. I had a great time at the Belleville
Rendezvous, spent a few nights at anchor, two
nights in Picton and then with some hard bashing
to windward I was back home with summer rapidly
passing.
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Webmaster Report

this day and age. If you have any ideas on how this
should proceed, please advise me at lwrichardson@
cogeco.ca

Dennis Litchfield

Traffic to the GLAA website, www.alberg.ca, is down
slightly over the past 12 months with 4,600 visits
involving 12,500 pageviews. The main area of
interest continues to be our Buy & Sell page which
gets 19% of the traffic and this year two boats that
were listed there sold. People looking for information
on Alberg boats, particularly the Alberg 22, constitute
the other main source of traffic. About two thirds of
people find the site through Google with a search
query containing the word Alberg.

Cheers! See you at the AGM, if not sooner.

GLAA Photo Contest
The GLAA is looking for your photos
and is going to give out prizes for the
best ones at the AGM in January 2013.

Director at Large Larry Richardson

The three categories are:

Cruising, Racing, & At the Dock

Hello, I’m Larry Richardson, A30 le papillon #612.
My job on the Executive is “Director at Large”, a
term I have yet to fathom. I suppose it was created
to provide a warm body when an unforeseen task
arose. No problem!!

The details are:

Photos may be submitted all year long
until December 15, 2012
Open to GLAA members and their families

Over the past few months I have scanned the Alberg
A30 1965-1990 document, referred to variously as
a ‘book’, ‘manual’, ‘and ‘brochure’ into a MS-Word
document. This means that it can be revised and
updated as and when we like, relatively easily,
including the addition of new photos and sketches,
etc. One thing that is apparent upon close reading
of the manual, (I prefer manual) is that it is a
valuable source of information on the maintenance
and improvement of the A30. Also, it is apparent that
there was no shortage of contributors and
advertisers when the document was produced; one
has to wonder where these people and businesses
are today. That would make an interesting article for
someone with a long (and hopefully good) memory.
The ease with which an ‘e-doc’ can be edited means
we are free to add our own stories, maintenance and
performance tid-bits and yes, advertisers. Whether
the manual will be printed on paper again remains
to be seen; perhaps an e-doc is the best route in

Panel of judges will be made up of current
GLAA Executive members
Each participant may submit up to six
images per category
Each photo must be accompanied by the
photographers name and a little information
about the subject matter.
Images can be emailed to Elizabeth Munro
at temunro@gmail.com and must be labeled
“GLAA Photo contest” in the subject line.
Please contact Cathie Coultis with inquiries at
zoocrew@xplornet.ca
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Racing News Kris Coward

The Cruising Life Bill Newman

Well the racing season is now almost entirely
wrapped up, and we’ve generally had a pretty
good year. Both the Syronelle and the Great Lakes
Championship were blessed with both good weather
and a good turnout.

I started to sail many years ago, perhaps more years
ago than I care to admit. Although I have enjoyed
some racing and appreciate the sail and boat
handling skills the can be learned from it, I have
always been first and foremost a cruiser. Sailing for
me is about making passages and going places not
just going around in circles. Of course I have
nothing against those who enjoy going around in
circles or triangles or squares or any other shapes.

For the Syronelle, once again graciously hosted by
the Toronto Hydroplane and Sailing Club, we had 4
races(!) and 7 Lakes boats out, (5 GLAA and 2 loaner
boats for the racers up from the Chesapeake).

Since the beginning of my sailing life, I have never
ceased to be amazed that on any given day, regardless of the fact that the sun is shining, the sky is
clear and there is a beautiful sailing breeze, that in
any harbour marina, yacht club etc., something in
excess of 90 % of the boats are sitting unoccupied
in their slips. Every one of these boats have
probably involved a significant financial investment
to purchase, for marina or club fees, improvements,
additions launching, haul out, winterizing, waxing,
painting and all the other myriad activities
associated with boat ownership. Why then are
these boats are not being used. I have often
thought that boats, sailing boats in particular, are
about dreams. The owner when he bought the
boat most likely had dreams of spending most of
his/her summer leisure time cruising, racing or both,
perhaps of sailing to different ports around the lake
or even to faraway more exotic ports with family
or friends or even alone. I expect that there are a
variety of reasons why so many boats never seem
to move. There often seems to be a case where
one partner or the other or maybe both, are overly
nervous about encountering bad weather and
seldom leave their slip or their harbour except for
an infrequent short sail when the weather is more or
less guaranteed to be gentle for a couple of hours;
or, maybe once a season to join a club cruise in
convoy with a number of other boats for the feeling
of security it offers.

The Great Lakes boats swept the flags, with the
following results:
•
•
•
•

1st: Gemini and The Answer V
2nd: Jazz and White Opal
3rd: Candy Cane (with a wildcard)
4th: Grayling and Viva II (the loaners)

The Great Lakes Championship once again benefitted
from the hospitality of Aquatic Park Sailing Club,
with a single long race out to the Dufferin Buoy and
back. There were 6 boats out for this race, and the
standings were:
•
•
•
•
•
•

1st: Gemini
2nd: White Opal
3rd: Jazz
4th: Candy Cane
5th: Sam
6th: The Answer V

On a less exciting note, there weren’t enough
racers out at the Eastern Lake Ontario rendezvous to
run the Triangle Race. This raises question whether
there’s enough interest out towards the eastern end
of the Lake to hold a race there, or if the Triangle
should be brought back towards the western end of
the (or perhaps somewhere between).
Unfortunately this year, the GLAA did not have
enough interest from its members to put a team
together for the Rankin Regatta down on the Chesapeake. Team racing with our Chesapeake cousins
has been a long-standing tradition, dating back to
more than 40 years. Hopefully, this fine tradition will
continue in the future.

I see this often at my club and I am sure it is the
same at most others. I suspect that this may be one
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of the more common reasons so many boats can be
found in their home slips on any given day in the
season. Obviously there are many other reasons.
Some people become too busy with business
concerns. There can be deteriorating health
problems. The trend to larger and larger boats can
result one too big to comfortably handle. Also there
are many people who primarily use their boats like
a cottage and just enjoy hanging around their yacht
club or marina and socializing with other members.

Great lakes alberg association

Galley’n
Grill
cook book
Send in your recipes, anecdotes, tips
and photos to be part of the GLAA
Galley’n Grill Cook Book.

Fortunately for us Alberg owners, we have one of
the most proven and sturdy sea boats built. While
not deliberately seeking out heavy weather, should
we have to experience it, we can with confidence
and proper preparation of the boat, expect the boat
to handle these conditions superbly. Often in many
cases the fear of heavy weather in the imagination is
far worse that the actual thing. The only way to overcome this unrealistic fear is to experience it, after
which a person will either give up sailing or become
more confident in both their ability and
the ability of the boat to deal with it. The roar of
weather in your face can be quite intimidating
but often it is like a big dog with a loud and
intimidating bark who usually does not bite. For
example, consider the number of fatal sailing
accidents on Lake Ontario and the large number of
boats. It is probably averages one or less
per season. Compare that with the risk of driving
your vehicle on the 401. Of course, I am not saying
that sailing is without risk but that it is important to
not exaggerate it and that there is risk even in some
of the most seemingly benign activities.

All proceeds from the sale of our Special
Edition Cook Book will go to the GLAA
50th Anniversary Fund.
Please send all contributions to
Cathie Coultis zoocrew @xplornet.ca
As Soon As Possible

preamble is all leading up to saying that if you are
one of the boat owners whose Alberg, for whatever
reason, is becoming fastened to the bottom, please
break it loose, throw off the dock lines, raise your
sails and bring her like the lovely lady she is, to
these events like the Canada Day Weekend
Rendezvous, or cruise into the Syronelle Race with
our American friends from the Chesapeake Alberg
Group and attend the great party at the Kent
residence on the Friday evening or experience a
grand adventure and sail your Alberg to the
Eastern Rendezvous in the beautiful Bay of Quinte
taking place over the each August holiday weekend.
Please give consideration to attending some of these
events. You will find them most worthwhile and
enjoyable.

The Great Lake Alberg Association has a number of
cruising and racing events per year, most of which
attract a relatively small number of members and
usually the same faithful few. We would like to see
some more and different faces. These events are
always great fun and a wonderful opportunity to
exchange information about our boats with some
good people and to find some new ideas for boat
improvement and safety. So, since I have been
blessed with this job of Cruising Director, this
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M/V Quinte Dante McLean
The advantage of the flat barge--as we witnessed
one time-- was that she could be repaired on-thespot. We once witnessed the crew have a full cement
truck drive onto the port lane of M/V Quinte. We
were a bit confused, since the barge was then listing
heavily to one side and the hull was up out of the
water. However, this was to allow a welder to
be able to effect repairs! The process was then
repeated with the cement truck on the other side,
much to our amusement.

Thought this might be of
interest to you. I noted at
this year’s Eastern
Lake Ontario Rendezvous,
the sailing vessel docked
next to the Nye boat
was named “Quinte,”
and found that interesting because the “M/V
Quinte,” was used as our
ferry here on Christian
Island when I was a kid.
I remember that “Doctor
Diesel” was often on the dock, as the thing had a
reputation for breaking down on a regular basis. It was
bad news if you arrived at the dock and saw “Doctor
Diesel” parked there, as it meant unloading the whole
car and taking the passenger ferry.

The Quinte used to serve between Adolphustown
and Glenora, near Picton. She was sold, and in 1996
sank at the dock in Midland. We are not sure what
has happened to her since.

The Quinte was replaced in the 1990s by “M/V Upper
Canada,” which was a piece of junk that had a loading
ramp on the side--and you had to do all sorts of three
point turns to put the car onto it--and later by our
current boat, “M/V Sandy Graham.” Sandy Graham
seems to be a keeper, and has fairly recently had a
re-power of both main engines and generators done in
Hamilton, ON. (If you google around, you should be able
to find photos of her and M/V Indian Maiden
transiting the Welland Canal.) Our other ferry,
M/V Indian Maiden, was commissioned by the
Band Council and built by Duratug Shipyards and
Fabricating in 1987. She is rated for light ice breaking
duties, and is a fantastically capable vessel in heavy
weather. She is not used now except in emergencies and
during the winter months. I had the pleasure of making
trips on her while she was ice breaking a few years ago,
when I was working for the Ontario Gov’t at Sainte-Marie
Among the Hurons as an Historical Interpreter. I used to
move into the cottage in early April.
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GLAA

sept oct2012
newsletter

Why I Love My Alberg...

Cathie Coultis

A variety of shapes and sizes, and they are all Carl Alberg’s wonderful designs.Our good old boats are for many
of us, a passion. We unabashedly grin with enjoyment while ghosting along on our beautiful boats in a gentle
summer’s breeze. We enjoy a ‘gentlemanly challenge’ to race another sailor while out for an afternoon sail, or in
the more competitive environment of a one-design race, and we spend hours just sitting with a cold beverage in
the cockpit contemplating what part of our good old boats will need attending to over the winter months to keep
her shipshape for another half century...well, maybe not quite that long...but you get the picture! We race, we
cruise, we boast, we admire...what is not to love!!
A wide variety of circumstances has brought each and every one of us together with our Albergs... original owner,
handed down through family, crewing on one, the enjoyment of bringing one ‘back to life’, whatever the reason...
Carl Alberg’s designs have endured, and to honour our timeless seaworthy boats, a new feature has been created
for the GLAA Newsletter, “Why I Love My Alberg”.
Whenever I come across an Alberg owner, I always ask how and when the loveaffair with their boat began;
however, instead of telling these stories on behalf of someone, I’d like you to write your own personal
‘testimonial’, and send it in to our Newsletter Editor for publication in upcoming editions, so we can all ‘share
the love’. Thanks!!
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In Memory, Allan Nye Scott (15 August 1924 – 12 July 2012)
Susan Smith, Historian for the BQYC where Allan Nye Scott was a long-time member, kindly forwarded to our
Commodore the following tribute to Allan which details a very full and notable life. Allan Nye Scott passed away
this summer just a couple of weeks before he would have celebrated his 87th birthday. Commodore Cathie
Coultis will be making a donation to a fund currently being set up by the Board of BQYC and Allan’s family in
honour of Allan’s many contributions to the sailing world and to his home club BQYC, which will enable children
in the club’s junior sailing programme to compete in out of town regattas and competitions across Canada.
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