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here’s a chill in the air
today, but the warm
sunshine helps take
the edge off and makes
doing outdoor chores a bit
more comfortable. Looking
up from the big pile of
leaves I just raked, I catch
sight of a neighbour out
on the Bay (hugging the
shoreline) ghosting along in
his Wayfarer. I can see he
is well bundled up with a
huge grin on his weathered
face. Beside him in the
boat is his grandson who
has an even bigger grin
on his face as he waves to
John and me. They have
come close enough to our
dock that our friendly old
dog recognizes them, and
runs, tail wagging, out to
the end of the dock to greet
them. If they encourage
her, I am quite sure she
will step aboard and join
them for their gorgeous

afternoon sail! Not this
time though, and Breezy
turns to look at me with
sad disappointment on her
face...which
disappears
very quickly as she races
off to chase a squirrel that
has just popped its head
out of the big pile of leaves
I just raked up!

Hopefully by now, those
of you who enjoyed what
summer we had this year
on the Great Lakes have
your boats tucked away
on the hard, with their
engines and plumbing
systems winterized and
protective covers on, ready
to sleep peacefully through
another winter. For your
Association’s
Executive
Board, the time of year is
fast approaching when our
focus turns to planning the

Annual General Meeting,
and also to pulling together
the Sailing Programme for
the coming year.
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This year the GLAA saw a drop in membership numbers (harkening back to the late ‘60s when the
Association had 38 to 41members). 60 to 80 members supported the Association througthout the 70s,
which are similar numbers to more recent years...up until this year. The decline in 2015 could be due to
a variety of reasons, not the least being that a few members sold their boats.
If you would like your Alberg Association to continue and thrive, please show your vital support by
renewing your 2016 membership in a timely manner and also please consider serving on the Executive
Board or volunteering on a committee (the Executive is currently researching methods of payment to
make it easier to submit annual dues and also purchase regalia items).
If you are considering serving on the Board , Full Members only are eligible, you will be expected to
attend 4 meetings - none over sailing season, and one or two held electronically, plus an AGM. If
you have 4 - 5 hours over the course of a year to volunteer on a committee (Full, Associate or Family
members are all invited to volunteer), and would like information, please feel free to contact me or any
of the members serving on the GLAA Executive. We’ll be happy to answer your questions!
It takes only a few minutes over a social libation chatting with any fun-loving and Alberg-passionate
sailor in our group to uncover the many benefits of the Great Lakes Alberg Association!

A strong Association ensures a high resale value of our boats.
Members make an Association strong. Please support the GLAA by joining today, or
by renewing your membership.
Thank you.
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Secretary’s Report by Gord Martin

Cathie has asked me, as she does all of the executive, to write something for the newsletter. Well
here I sit tongue tied, or keyboard tied as usual. It has been an eventful summer, but it sure didn’t
involve much sailing, as I got in about 30nm vs. my usual 500 to 700nm per season.
I had a total hip replacement in mid June, so I was housebound and walker bound for a while.
Soon I graduated to a cane, and started to drive at about 4 weeks. In about mid August I decided
to try sailing by myself, which in hindsight was not such a great decision. At least I picked a day
with very gentle winds. One of the major rules for hip recovery is no bending below the knees, so
I managed to ‘tease’ my dock lines off the cleats, with the help of my cane, and managed to get
off the dock with minimum drama. Actually no one was looking otherwise I would have had help,
or they would have nailed me to the dock; I’m not sure which. I sailed for a few hours, but it was
really a lot more tiring than I had expected so when I got back I was very grateful for help to tie her
up. My opposite hip, knee and ankle were so painful I could barely hobble back to my car. Lesson
learned! I went out a few more times with able bodied crew, but it was still too tiring to be much
fun.
Just before school started, I was determined to get some of my grandchildren out sailing.
Annabelle at 14 was old enough to be good crew, and William at 7 was old enough to behave well,
and keep a good lookout. On the arranged day, I packed some lunch and picked them up at 10:30
in Oakville. It was a bit foggy, but I assured William and Annabelle that it always clears up by 11:00
or so. We untied the lines and headed out of the harbour, but it certainly hadn’t cleared up much.
We had about ¼ mile visibility, but ‘don’t worry, it will clear up soon’. The wind was light out of the
south so we sailed along at about 2 knots, keeping within sight of shore. My original plan had been
to have lunch at Hanlan’s point, but half way across Humber Bay I realized we would be rather late,
so we ‘hove to’ to have our lunch. I know I should have been ringing a bell or something because
of the fog, but I rationalized that no one else would be stupid enough to be out in this fog. I was
still absolutely sure it would clear before long.
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Secretary’s Report, cont’d

Halfway through lunch Annabelle said, “Grandpa, I can’t see land anymore”. We went to a starboard tack and got to within sight of shore again, moving along toward Ontario Place. It really
looked to be clearing up nicely, and I was full of hope. Five minutes later we were thoroughly
socked in; couldn’t see a thing, and the wind died completely. OK Grandpa, said I to myself, it’s
time to be sensible and give this up. It is not going to clear up.
I started up the trusty old Farymann, and watching the depth and GPS carefully, puttered slowly
back toward Etobicoke Point, which is the point just outside of Etobicoke Yacht Club.
The name is brand new; having just received ministerial approval. This was a project initiated
by my good friend Hans Nita at EYC. The bay housing EYC and MCC is now named Mimico Bay,
again thanks to Hans. His rational for starting the naming process was to prevent someone calling
it Rob Ford Point.
As we motored slowly back toward home, Annabelle had gone below to play on her I-device. Not
being able to see anything, I had to call “all hands on deck” as we need every available eyeball
searching for land. We were within 75 ft before we could see the shore. Once we had found the
point it was easy to get to the dock. Annabelle and William were very helpful in tidying up the boat.
We will hope for better luck next year.
And that was the summer of 2015.

4

GLAA

Fall 2015

newsletter

Racing Report by Janet McNally
t

Great Lakes Championship
•
Was held at Aquatic Park Sailing Club on August 29, 2015
•
6 boats participated
•
The wind was very light for the race so it was necessary to shorten the course by a significant amount to allow
the race to finish at a reasonable time.  
•
First place went to Gemini, second to SAM and third to White Opal.
•
The times to finish ranged from 3h20m to 4h8m.
Rankin Regatta
•
Was held on Sept 18-20, 2015
•
11 Canadians including 2 skippers, 8 crew and one observer participated.
•
The races were held on the Magothy River and were based at the PAS club once again.
•
Marc DeCorte and John Kitchener were the skippers of Canada 1 and 2.
•
There were 5 races over two days, with good wind throughout and spinnakers were flown except in the
fourth race.
•
Although the Canadian team placed 4th of 4 teams, there were some good individual results. Canada 2 had a
second and two third place finishes.
•
As always, the hospitality was outstanding and the opportunity to share the Alberg experience was excellent.
Race Flags
•
A new source of race flags at a price we can better afford was found in China. Unfortunately this was a price
driven decision to take our business off shore but we cannot afford to spend half a membership per race flag.
•
The flags will arrive in Canada at Christmas and we will need them for next season
Planning for 2016
•
Planning for 2016 racing has begun.  With agreement from the racers in the Chesapeake regarding the Syronelle date June 25,26  2016, John Kitchener has begun speaking with the manager of the National to attempt to book
that weekend for us.  He is also checking August 27  for the Great Lakes, although we may prefer to go to another
club.
•
I will contact the Chesapeake Racing Commodore to officially request either of the last two weekends in September 2016 for the Rankin. There is no assurance that those weekends will be available because of the
schedule there.
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Membership Report by Larry Richardson

Well, for most of us another season of sailing has come and gone. I hope that for you
it was as much fun as it was for me. It was a bit strange on the weather side for us
on the south shore of Lake Ontario though, with lots of days with heavy NW and NE
wind. For the most part, many pleasant sails were had with family and friends, including ‘grudgingly assisting’ our American Alberg compatriots in capturing the Syronelle
Trophy for the first time in twenty years. I can attest that dragging your foot in the water is insufficient to affect the outcome of a race in all but the lightest of winds. I tried!
I really did!! I have pictures!!! Phoebe does too.
From a membership standpoint it has been a bit of a mixed year – some boats were
sold – some were bought – and some long time members have left. The effect upon
association membership numbers won’t really be known until March/April when the
2016 Roster tells the tale. But numbers are not what this association is all about. It is
about the boats, the people in them, and the good time to be had in sailing, motoring,
and often, just sitting in them at the docks or an anchorage.
The Executive (and in particular Jeff Willis and Rob Feeney – Newsletter and
Website respectively) are heavily involved in bringing the Association into the
nineties. Remaining helpful, relevant and informative to the membership is what any
association must be today to survive – and these two Albergers are going the extra
mile on this. Thanks to both! Please enjoy their handiwork. Like!
For our part, those of us who are assigned to the heavy task of telling tales at the
bar over drinks over the winter, waiting for Leafs to win another game, the job is
somewhat easier. The boats speak for themselves, but a friendly Alberg owner willing
to share their boating experience personally is still the best advert you can have for
membership in the GLAA. Remember that, will you this winter?
Smooth sailing and warm waters! Go, Leafs, Go!

6

GLAA

Fall 2015

newsletter

Webmaster’s Report: Rob Feeney
t
Website ‘Hits’ (visits or views) for 2015: 1,769 to date
1,273 from Canada
436 from USA
All the rest were international hits from outside North America. We are averaging over 200 visits each month.
These stats are from the blog which maintains and shares statistics at no charge to us. The vast majority of
visitors show as coming from the Alberg.ca website, so we can infer similar statistics for the website without
paying for our host to provide that data.
Email me if there are any questions about the stats presented above.
The latest visible updates are as follows:
1) Update to the membership renewal/application form.
2) Update to the ‘Calendar’ link from the homepage.
3) ‘Good Old Boat’ logo and link added to the home page.
4) Quinte Canvas Ad removed.
5) Update to homepage sidebar to remove obsolete items.
6) Cruising page actually has a photo of an Alberg now (Thanks for the ‘Heads Up’ on that one, Cathie!)
7) Continued hunting out and updating faulty or non-functioning links throughout the site.
I’m beginning work in earnest now on the ‘Archives’ pages. Part of this will include, for now, the old ‘Forum’
questions and answers on a separate page. I’m still looking to come up with a passable solution to the problem of how to set up an interactive Forum page again without the added expense this kind of interactive stuff
can incur.
Cathie has asked that the Members’ Survey/Questionnaire be put on line and there are a few systems that will
allow this free of charge. I’ll be moving ahead with that soon.
Something else that I mentioned in passing in the spring and would like the board to look at is whether or not
we want to set up a system for on line payment of annual dues. It’s easy to do through Paypal which I’m sure
everyone has heard of and, although there is a fee for service of around 3%, that cost is, in my experience,
more than offset by the convenience and potential for membership from further afield. If even one extra person
joins and pays, we have more than offset the cost of almost every member paying this way.
It is still important that all members continue to advise me of changes/updates/additions that are either required or requested. As slow as the work is going, I am starting to make headway. I save every request I get
and they will all be addressed (as soon as I figure out how for many of them).
Specific Goals in the Near Future:
The Archives are the big ticket item that will have my attention in the immediate future, as will as the Paypal
option.
Troublesome areas:
Home page banner, Nav Bar update, and Contact Us link
I’m still finding a few of these that need updating. Please let me know if you find any more.
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Treasurer’s Report by Phil Birkenheier

The cost for the race flags is now entered into the books. Expenses were some $205 for 75 flags:
average cost $2.75 against a budget of about $20 each. I have reduced the holding account by the
$180 we had put in for the race flags handed out this year to cover some of the cost thus increasing
the money available for the rest of the year and into next year.
I have added a new section to the report for the inventory we are carrying.
Again, we are financially in great shape going forward.
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Syronelle Race 2015

Top Left: Skippers

The Answer, under sail
(top) and at the wharf

Phil Birkenheier
(left) and Rolph
Townsend
Bottom Left: Skippers’ meeting at
the National
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more from the
Syronelle...

photos:
J. Willis
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Brightwork Prep by Jeff Willis
This fall has seen some nice weather; what better time to begin next season’s fitting out than before the cold
weather sets in?
Grayling’s teak brightwork needs a refresher, so I procured a copy of the brightwork Bible to expedite matters:
Rebecca Wittman’s definitive book on the subject, Brightwork: The Art of Finishing Wood. In it, she
confirms some tried and true standbys. It’s 2015: I’ve added a few new wrinkles that I now swear by (instead
of swear at).
1. Stripping
I’ve long used a heat gun and scrapers to remove aging finishes, and I was gratified to read that Rebecca
does the same. I have a few enjoinders, though. The Swedish Bahco scrapers from Lee Valley are
irreplaceable, in large part due to their ultra hard blades. They stay sharp seemingly forever and make
an arduous task almost enjoyable. The ugly orange handles make them easy to see, and the grip is
comfortable for long scraping sessions. Coupled with a heat gun, these scrapers ensure that old varnish
doesn’t stand a chance. And, just a reminder: heat guns will scorch teak if left too long on one spot.
Constant vigilance! as a character in the Harry Potter series intones.
2. Sanding
Buy an expensive tool, and you cry once upon purchase. Buy a cheap tool, and you cry every time you use
it. Yes, it’s expensive. Yes, the attachments are overpriced. These cavils are levied at the Fein Multimaster,
but none of them is enough to discount the value of this essential tool. It will cut pretty much any material.
It was crucial for the mast beam reinforcement project on Grayling, where I had to cut away some tabbing,
and then sand in awkward places after replacing it. With its sanding attachments, the Multimaster
can treat contoured and irregular surfaces. As I sand down the stripped coamings, it once again proves
its efficacy, gaining access to places random orbit and palm sanders can’t dream of. And sanding through
the grits with hook and loop sanding pads is efficient and neat. Dust accumulation is minimal, as the
tool oscillates so it doesn’t send clouds into your eyes, lungs, or a neighbour’s fresh varnish. Highly
recommended.
3. Wood Bleach
This time around, in addition to the two-part teak treatment (scary!), I tried oxalic acid as a brightener
for the tired teak coamings. It’s available from pharmacies but must be ordered in advance. A sixteen
ounce container costs about twenty bucks. Mix up a couple of teaspoons in a litre of almost boiling water,
and apply with an old paintbrush. Let sit until you see the colour beginning to lighten. Some leave it on
overnight, but I left it on for a few hours. Neutralize the oxalic acid by painting the surface with a base
solution-soda ash, borax, or vinegar are all effective. Rinse afterward with plenty of water, and let it dry
thoroughly. It doesn’t raise the grain as much as the two part teak cleaner, is less dangerous, and reduces
sanding considerably. It restores that delicious honey colour in short order.
The coamings, seats, and lazarette hatch are all in line for the treatment over the course of the winter. I’m
trying to take the time to prep carefully with the hope that I’ll finally attain that foot-deep lustre that teak so
richly deserves. We’ll see what happens in the spring.
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good advice is timeless...from the Archives
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2015 Great Lakes Alberg Association Trophy Race at
Aquatic Park Sailing Club ( photos: J. Willis)
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Below: Winning Skipper Phil Birkenheier ( holding trophy) with skippers Don
Campbell, Rick Kent, John Kitchener, and Marc DeCorte ( photos by Alexei
Pachkevich)
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Sailing Into a Dark and Stormy Night by Margaret Mair

Cruising is not all sun and sand and idyllic days of sailing or at anchor. Before we bought our Alberg 30 'Into
The Blue' Richard spent a lot of time doing research on good, seaworthy boats. The story of the Alberg 35
that weathered the deadly 1979 Fastnet race storm hove-to impressed him. So when it came to finding a boat
that was safe, sea-worthy and in our price range, the Alberg 30 was at the top of our list. Beauty was a bonus.
The more we sailed the better we came to know our boat, and the better we knew her the more we trusted
her. When we set out for Antigua from Las Palmas in December 2006 we knew that there was bad weather in
the area and that there was a strong possibility we would find ourselves in it. But we had a choice to make:
stay and face the wind and waves at anchor, or leave and face the bad weather at sea.
The forecast was for strong winds that would blow directly into the harbour, creating heavy waves that would
make our boat tug hard at her anchors – and very possibly break free and end up in the surf on the beach
behind us. Not an appealing prospect. A storm at sea was not very appealing either, but at least there we
would have room to manoeuvre.
The marina filled. Friends of ours who were waiting for a new sail decided to remain at anchor. We watched
them prepare: they laid out their heaviest anchors on long lengths of chain with smaller anchors attached to
help hold the main anchors down. We talked to a sailor travelling by himself on a catamaran, bound, as we
were for the Caribbean, and learned that he had decided to leave too. We took a day ashore to find the right
place to get our papers stamped and make our leaving official, then returned in late afternoon to get everything
on board safely stowed; then we hauled up our folding dinghy and tied it tight along the rail.
We left the harbour the next morning, catching a glimpse of the catamaran as it went past outside. The
seas were lumpy but the winds were good and once underway we moved along as quickly as we could. The
catamaran moved even more quickly, and that glimpse was the first and last we saw of it.
One of the reasons we had lingered in Las Palmas was to get our radio fixed, but the part we needed, we
were told, would take six weeks to get there. It was the end of the season, and the time for leaving safely was
closing; we did not have six weeks. We really wanted our radio to work; it was our link to the best weather and
routing advice we could get, provided then by Herb Hilgenberg. His advice provided a layer of safety that we
would have to travel without.
The sailor on the catamaran, on the other hand, did have a working HF radio and was in daily contact with
Herb. For a little while we could follow their conversations, but because we were moving more slowly the
forecasts were of limited use to us.
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of it. We listened as it moved around and away, knowing we could not do the same. Our third day out the wind
built to fifty knots before we stopped measuring it. We could not be sure how high the seas were, just that when
we were in the trough they looked higher than our mast. The Beaufort Scale suggests they could have been nine
metres or higher.
As conditions grew worse we reduced sails, once and then again. Eventually our windvane stopped working
– there was no wind in the troughs between the waves. Then Richard began to steer, keeping the boat moving
straight down the waves. Eventually we tied down our regular sails and put up our storm sail.
The seas towered behind us, foam blew off the tops, the tops began to break. We could hear the sizzle and hiss
of the foam, the crash of the wave tops falling. The noise of the sea drowned out the sound of the wind through the
rigging. Morning became afternoon; soon night would be upon us, and darkness would conceal the waves until
they were almost on top of us.
In smaller seas we would have ridden out the storm hove to. This time we decided to put the drogue out. It was a
Jordan drogue, relatively new and very efficient. It was made of a series of small cones knotted to a long rope with
a small anchor at the far end and a special harness to hold it to the boat. Richard fastened the harness to the very
strong brackets we had made for it, dropped the anchor end in and let it unwind behind us as the cones opened.
Almost immediately it began to hold the boat against the push of the wind and the surge of the waves. She slowed
and steadied, and began to lift her stern to the waves coming from behind her. Richard tied the tiller in the middle
and came quickly into the cabin.
With all the hatches closed the cabin was a little oasis of relative calm. The noise of our passage had suddenly
abated; the sound of the waves was muted, the loudest sound the smack of water against the hull. As Richard has
said since, it was like being in a bad anchorage (a very bad anchorage), but with no fear of nearby rocks or beach.
We kept a radar watch for other craft in the vicinity, in case we should have to announce our presence and state,
but saw none.
And we waited. I curled up in one corner of the berth in the main cabin, and said a few silent prayers. Richard sat
quietly in the other corner and occasionally let his eyes close. We said little; there was little to be said. Finally, in
the early hours of the morning, we noticed things were growing quieter. Our little boat was not moving as much;
the water was not slapping as hard or as often; the waves were not as noisy. The wind was singing in the rigging
– and we could hear it.
By the time the sun rose the next morning the wind had dropped and the waves were growing calmer. By midmorning the swells were gentle and the sky looked washed clean. Richard winched the drogue back in and we
wrapped it up and put it away. Then we put the sails back up and continued on our way. After a dark and stormy
night we enjoyed a calm and sunny day.
Back at the harbour, our friends told us later, they had stayed put, but the waves had raced high and hard past
their bow and parted like a wake around their boat before breaking on the shore; they had felt as if they were sailing
while staying still. And others had not been as lucky – some boats had ended up on the shore.
Better, we thought, that we had faced the storm at sea.
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GLAA Partners
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From the Archives (sic)...............ALBERG 30 ASSOCIATION (GREAT
t
LAICS)
May 9, 1967
Creat Lakes A 30 Association, minutes of the meeting held Saturday, April 8, 1967 in the Military Institute,
Toronto. Fred Doty in the chair.
Minutes of the previous meeting, December 3, 1966 were read by the secretary, Jack Lingeman. It was
moved by Jack Lingeman and seconded by Gord Russell that the minutes as read be accepted. Carried.
Regarding the Bartel Trophy, Fred mentioned that the YRU was, at present, rather inactive, however, it is
interested in sponsoring an inter-lake regatta. Sandy MacPherson is attending a meeting on behalf of the
CYA, and will have the authority to speak for the A 30 Association regarding YRU sponsorship of the annual
Great Lakes Alberg Championship. Sandy will not commit the Association in any way.
Fred asked whether anyone was interested in a boat for boat exchange with members of the Chesapeak
Association. It was the general feeling of the members present that Centennial Year presented a busy
schedule for cruising/racing skippers, however several were interested in maintaining correspondence with
the Chesapeake group for a possible exchange next year. It was suggested that at some future time an
invitation should be sent to the Chesapeake group, to participate in an International Championship race.
Fred reported that this year the Lakes Championship race would take place Thanksgiving weekend, October
7, 8 and 9. Lou Dohn suggested that our Association invite boat owners from other areas to participate in
the championship race. Kurt Hansen reported that there were now 18 boats on Lake Michigan, 12 on Lake
Huron, with in Cleveland, 5 in Rochester and 5 in Ottawa. Kurt will forward a list of Alberg dealers to Fred
Doty. These dealers can then be contacted for names and addresses of Alberg owners ,
It was reported that this year the LYRA was undecided whether to start the Alberg fleet with B or C division
on long distance races. A show of hands indicated an overwhelming vote in favour of the long course in
the Freeman Cup Race .
Regarding the LYRA in Hamilton this year, it was reported that the Albergs would race in the Bay while the
8 meters, high CCA and LORTs will race in the Lake.
Nick Schoenstedt was appointed the Alberg 30 representative with the LYN.
Treasurers Report as read by Gord Proctor is attached. It was moved by Gord Proctor and seconded by
Gord Russell that the report as read by accepted. Carried.
Regarding sail measurement for class racing, it was suggested that a copy of all CCA certificates be sent
to Nick Schoenstedt for comparison with the sail plan. Those owners who do not possess a CCA certificate should contact Jack for measurement of his sails. The owners with any Main, Genoa, or Spinnaker
which exceeds the Class allowance vill be notified to have their sails re-cut.
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Albergers Have Talent!
Do you have a skill, talent, or business you’d
like to promote? Contact us, and we’ll be glad
to provide a mention in our newsletter.

We’re always happy to accept
submissions for the newsletter. Please
send articles, cruising logs, or photos to
Jeff Willis by email at jefgab@sympatico.
Deadline for the next issue is January 31,
2016.

In the interests of historical veracity, archival material is printed as originally written. For
submissions of historical data or items to the
archives, contact Cathie Coultis:
coultisjc@gmail.com

Plan to attend the GLAA Annual
General Meeting!
Date: January 16, 2016
Location to be announced.
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GREAT LAKE ALBERG ASSOCIATION GENERAL GUIDELINES CONCERNING THE AWARDING OF
THE GORDON PROCTOR CRUISING trophy
The Gordon Proctor trophy is presented to the Alberg vessel that has completed a challenging cruise
of interest and for which the owner of the vessel has displayed competent and meritorious seamanship
and who presents a log of that cruise to the Great Lakes Alberg Association Board of Directors for
consideration. The Board may also request that a known potential candidate present such a log. The
award of this trophy is at the discretion of the Board of Directors while giving consideration to the
following guidelines:
1. A candidate will present a complete ship’s log for a cruise of 10 days passage making or more.
2. In the event of multiple candidates, weight may be given to the boat that cruises to the most distant
port of call from its home port.
3. The contents of the log should be focused on passage making information and information relative
to the welfare of the vessel rather than a diary of a vacation or of a social nature. Some information
that may be included is as follows:
Daily departure and arrival times at each port of call.
A record of time, distance and courses run each day.
Information and/or photographs of harbour entrances, co-ordinates, depth, shoals, docks and
anchorages as well as the availability of provisions, fuel, water, marine supplies and other related
items of interest.
Daily weather information, forecast, wind direction, wind speed, weather warnings and sea conditions.
Descriptions of incidents of interest, such as equipment failures, problems and remedies either during
the passage or while in harbour.

Please submit your entries before December 18, 2015.
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