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GREAT LAKES ALBERG ASSOCIATION
Commodore’s Corner

Life is beginning to settle down for John and me after our 
‘downsizing’ move this summer to a more southerly location 
in beautiful Prince Edward County.  Settling in to our new 

home took up most of our summer, so, sadly, we did not get out sailing 
even once.
I hope everyone had a good summer on the water or, at least, messing 

about on your Albergs!!
It has become even more obvious to your Executive Board over this 

past year that our grand old Alberg Association is struggling. Member-
ship is very low, and there has not been a ‘full’ volunteer Board for a 
while now.  Your Board is made up of a few members who volunteer 

their time to preserve this long-standing Alberg Association and serve its members.  
Some Executive members are retired, and some have a ‘real’ job.  In addition to ful-
filling their day-to-day responsibilities, they manage to devote some time to their 
Association.   
Though it is a good thing to have a healthy turnover of Board members, we have 

been stretched pretty thin the past few years and some Executive members are doing 
double-duty on the Board.  
It is important to have a Board that includes members with the skills and experience 

we need to help our Association function properly, and who represent the diversity 
among our membership…and for the most part, we do.  Board meetings are held 
regularly (four times a year), Minutes are kept, distributed to Board Members, and 
then posted on the Executive page of the GLAA website for GLAA members and 
people interested in our Alberg Association to review. These meetings are planned in 
advance and Board Members are expected to have prepared a report or provide up-
dates on their specific ‘portfolios’.  Decisions (votes) are made, taking differing views 
into account, and serve to move our Association forward.  I know that all the Board 
Members currently serving have a very strong commitment to our Association.  

in this issue: 
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Racing Report pg. 3
Baptism by Alberg pg. 11
Cruise of Jean du Sud pg. 14
Regalia Order Form pg. 21
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Commodore’s Corner 
cont’d

A critical responsibility of the Board is to motivate members (and potential members) by word and 
example. In order to get people involved with our Association we (all members) need to do more 
to encourage those who are interested to develop new skills and perhaps find opportunities to 
help other members (and potential members) hone existing skills…and to find out what members’ 
particular interests are. These may include not only enhancing sailing skills but also serving on a 
Board position or supporting the Board by assisting with planning, organizing, communicating…or 
simply providing an idea or suggestion.
Volunteering is an important part of being a GLAA member…whether you are a Full, Crew, Associ-

ate, or Executive member.  Though only Full members are permitted to serve on the Board, there 
are many ways ALL members can volunteer some of their time for the betterment of your Alberg 
Association.
  While membership has dropped even more this past year, the GLAA bank account is holding 

steady for now…due in a large part to Executive Members being very mindful of budgetary re-
straints over the past couple of years while at the same time providing members with a viable an-
nual sailing programme. 
So I’d like to ask each member of the GLAA…WHAT can the Association provide that would en-

courage you to volunteer some of your valuable time, entice you to participate in an event, simply 
write a story, take a photo of your boat for the newsletter or spread the word about our enthusias-
tic and passionate group of Alberg sailors??
I would like to hear from you with suggestions of topics for future seminars in the On the Hard 

Seminar Series to begin again in early 2017. Currently, I am in discussions with a few businesses and 
GLAA members who are interested in hosting a seminar.  A seminar schedule will be posted on the 
GLAA website very shortly, so please stay tuned!
Look for a complete list of 2017 GLAA events with details and dates on the GLAA website at the 

beginning of January.  Event reminders will be emailed in a special notice to members as well.
As always, I look forward to hearing your comments and suggestions.  Please keep them coming!  

Also, the Contact Us link on the GLAA website (http://www.alberg.ca) is a great way to contact 
any one of your Executive members to ask a question or share a thought or two! 

Cheers,

Cathie
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Syronelle Regatta 2016
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Greetings fellow Albergers, 
It is with pleasure that I extend a great thanks to everyone who took part and supported the 
2016 Syronelle Cup this year. As we all know, without racers, volunteers, fans, and supporters 
this year’s Syronelle would not have been so successful. I have you ALL to thank for making 
this a great regatta and celebration. The Syronelle race weekend proved to be very co-opera-
tive with good wind both days. (Although a bit flat Saturday noonish) Our skilled race officers 
provided the conditions for us to get in all the planned 5 races. Special thanks to Suzanne and 
her team for their expertise. 

International team racing regattas require planning and volunteers to make them successful. 
The GLAA and the CBA30A have been hosting the Syronelle and the Rankin Regattas recipro-
cally for over 46 years. This long-standing tradition has allowed us Albergers to develop great 
friendships and introduce new Alberg members to our community. The continued participation 
of the members of our respective organizations make these regattas possible; we must remem-
ber that whether we are racers, cruisers, or enthusiasts, our membership helps support our 
traditions and strengthen our Alberg family. For that we racers thank you.

The Syronelle racing was quite close this year. All the teams had some good results and the 
fleet has become very competitive. It is noteworthy to mention that one design racing can be 
as humbling as it is exciting (as I have found out). The opportunity to race competitively with 
such skilled skippers and crew is wonderful. There is something new in every race.

Our American visitors, Mike and Rachael Meinhold, Jonathan and Lynn Adams and family ex-
pressed their gratitude for a terrific weekend on and off the water. We are always happy to 
host our American guests and look forward to their return next year, and we will be looking 
forward to the Rankin Regatta on the Chesapeake in September.

Thank go to the National Yacht Club management and staff for providing a terrific venue for 
our GLAA Syronelle regatta.

A few special mentions are in order to acknowledge the continued and long standing sup-
port of the GLAA (as they say “it’s a tradition”): Rick and Celina Kent for hosting the American 
welcome and potluck, Don and Phoebe Campbell for events on the hard, John and Joan Kitch-
ener for their organizational support at the NYC and for Racing Provisions, and Janet McNally 
for establishing a great template to work from in organizing this regatta. Finally, thanks go to 
Commodores Cathie Coultis and Mike Meinhold, their respective executive committees, and all 
the membership of the GLAA and the CBA30A organizations for keeping this tradition alive and 
well.



GLAAnewsletter
Fall 2016

5

t
and family expressed their gratitude for a terrific weekend on and off the water. We are always 
happy to host our American guests and look forward to their return next year, and we will be look-
ing forward to the Rankin Regatta on the Chesapeake in September.

A few special mentions are in order to acknowledge the continued and long standing support of 
the GLAA (as they say “it’s a tradition”): Rick and Celina Kent for hosting the American welcome 
and potluck, Don and Phoebe Campbell for events on the hard, John and Joan Kitchener for their 
organizational support at the NYC and for Racing Provisions, and Janet McNally for establishing a 
great template to work from in organizing this regatta. Finally, thanks go to Commodores Cathie 
Coultis and Mike Meinhold, their respective executive committees, and all the membership of the 
GLAA and the CBA30A organizations for keeping this tradition alive and well.

Marc Decorte
GLAA racing
A30 Sam #624
NYC Toronto
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Photos: Jeff Willis
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Facing page, clockwise from left: Janet 
McNally, Phil Birkenheier (l) and Rick 
Kent, American crew Jon Adams and 
Mike Meinhold with Larry Richardson, 
Phil B. and John Kitchener

Above: Syronelle Cup 
winners crews from 
Jazz and Sam
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GLAA RACING 2016
The following is a recap of the highlights of our GLAA 2016 racing program. 

Our 2016 Syronelle Cup was held at the national Yacht club in Toronto. As usual we had a good 
fleet on the line and tight racing throughout the regatta. It was noted by Don Campbell that this 
years racing was considerably more competitive citing that the fleet was quite close for most of the 
races. Although it was a bit soft to begin at times, the wind did co-operate and we were able to get 
in all 5 races.  Its Always a wonderful time hosting our American sailors and visitors and this years 
event was no exception. Thanks to all who provide their time and energy to keep this racing series 
going.

Syonelle Cup International Challenge 2016
National Yacht Club. 
Team results
1st with 31 points; Jazz #648 & Sam #624
2nd with 33 points: White Opal # 528 & Gemini #362
3rd with 38 points: USA 1 aboard LePapillon #612 & wild cards white Opal, Gemeni & Jazz
4th with 56 points the Answer V #484 & Candy Cane # 583

Individual results were;
1st with 7 points:  Jazz 1-3-1-2-1
2nd with 13 points: White Opal 5-1-3-1-3
3rd with 20 points: Gemini 2-6-2-3-7
4th with 20 points: lePapillon 3-5-6-4-2
5th with 23 points Sam: 4-2-7-6-4
6th with 26 points The Answer V 7-4-4-5-6
7th with 30 points: Candy Cane 6-7-5-7-5

GLAA Great Lakes Championship 2016
This year’s GL Championship, held at the National Yacht Club, was a distance race from the Duf-

ferin buoy leaving Gibraltar to port and on to round T1 Eastern fairway marker and back to Dufferin.  
The start saw the fleet split in two, each trying for the wind and advantage.  The fleet drew closer 
together at the 1st upwind mark.  At the windward mark the wind softened and became fluky.  We 
crept along trying anything to catch wind. The course was shortened at the Gibraltar mark of the 
downwind leg. 

Results:
1st Jazz
2nd White Opal
3rd Sam
4th Candy Cane

5th The Answer V
6th Gemini 
7th le Papillion
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Rankin Memorial Regatta 2016

Chesapeake Bay - Our Canadian teams and CBA30A racing teams gathered at Rolf and Joan 
Townsend’s for a potluck welcome with great food and friendship. The next morning found us 
at the Williams’ home readying for the regatta. We sailed out to just below the Bay Bridge and 
raced a course on the Chesapeake Bay this year. The weather was warm, and the wind was light 
and shifty on Saturday but settled in nicely for Sunday. It is always great racing with the Ameri-
cans and this year’s racing was a great experience for our Canadian teams to experience the 
Chesapeake’s tide and current conditions. As usual the Americans provided us with a great time 
on and off the water.

Team Results:
1st with 23 points: Lingin 244 & Wicked 267
2nd with 54 points: Argo 248 & Second-2-Nun 484
3rd with 56 points: Rinn Duin 272 & Asylum 308
4th with 59 points: Canada 1 aboard Laughing Gull 197 & Canada 2 aboard Windswept 562
5th with 77 points: Skybird 550 paired by lottery with Second-2-Nun 484

Individual boats results were:
1st with 9 points: Wicked 2-1-2-2-2
2nd with 10 points: Argo 1-2-3-3-1
3rd with 14 points: Lingin 3-4-1-1-5
4th with 27 points: Asylum 4-3-4-9-7
5th with 28 points: Canada 1 aboard Laughing Gull 6-6-6-6-4
6th with 29 points: Rinn Duin 7-5-5-4-8
7th with 31 points: Canada 2 aboard Windswept 5-8-8-7-3
8th with 33 points: Skybird 8-7-7-5-6
9th with 44 points: Second-2-Nun 9-9-9-8-9

With the 2016 sailing season drawing to a close, I am pleased to say that we have had great 
participation in our racing program this year.  Looking into the future, I am hoping to combine 
some cruising and racing to bring interested cruising sailors together with experienced racers 
for some fun light races, this with a view to have fun learning new on- water skills.  We always 
value your input and hope to hear your ideas for cruising and racing events.
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Great Lakes Alberg Association Championship Race 
2016
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Photos pgs.11 and 12: 
Phoebe Campbell
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Report from the Web Administrator: Rob Feeney

There are a few new updates to report in the ongoing development of the GLAA web presence.
The major change is that all payment to any category of membership can now be done online. In addition, 

membership and advertising can be done online as well. The form is designed so that it can serve to allow 
members to update their contact information at any time simply by going online and re-submitting the form 
without payment. All the data is collected on a spreadsheet from which the director of membership can ac-
cess information at any time.
I encourage everyone to go online and try out the new membership form for themselves. There will certain-

ly be a few bugs to iron out. We are already aware of a few adjustments we need to make. The best way for 
us to fix them is to find them. Let me know if you have any issues or concerns with the site.
Board minutes from 2012-05-06 to 2016-02-06 are now online on the ‘Executive’ page.
Going forward, minutes will be posted once they have been approved by the board.
The photographs page is taking a very long time to load; even with a high speed connection. I’m looking 

into resolving this and will hopefully be able to solve the issue soon. I’m trying to find a balance between 
having images of sufficient resolution and having images that don’t take too long to show up! I will keep 
you posted. Calendar updates are being added as and when I am notified. 

Here’s the trick, folks. I have to be notified. I will post information in a timely fashion for any event when I 
get the information.

That being said, I would like to open up the calendar to any event members wish to have posted. If you 
know of a sailing or social event that you believe will be of interest to other members, feel free to send 
me the details and I'll be happy to add this to the calendar. Boat shows, yacht club open houses, televised 
regattas and yachting events. Let's throw it all on the calendar and keep each other informed and involved. 
On a similar note, I’d like to put out another reminder notice to the membership about submitting photos 
for the website and/or the newsletter as well. To date, I have received no indication that anyone has any-
thing to contribute from the 2016 Great Lakes Challenge. I’d also like
to request that anyone who has connections to the Chesapeake group might want to send a note to see if 

they have any photos from the Rankin as well.
It has come to my attention through a few comments from members at events this season that only a 

handful of the membership make use of or visit the website. I do understand that,especially when one con-
siders the average age range of our present membership.
Most are not children of the digital age.
I am always open to constructive criticism but, if it’s a simple question of, “I can’t find what I’m looking 

for,” I would ask that you contact me (preferably) or any member of the board directly. One of us will be 
happy to help you find what you are after. A person who uses the internet regularly should not have trouble 
finding their way around on our site. A person who has logistical difficulty or, for that matter, a philosophi-
cal issue with checking their e-mail more than once or twice a month is going to be a different story. Let me 
help you figger this out!
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                     By Gord Martin

    We sat huddled in the cockpit dressed in mitts, toques, and winter coats, desperately clutching 
a cup of Tim’s coffee to keep the fingers from freezing. It was 0800 on a Saturday morning in early 
April and I was numb from temperature and terror.The spray was flying, the wind was 20 to 25 
knots out of the north, the wind chill was minus 7, and we were flying full main and 150% Genoa. 
This was my introduction to the Alberg 30 which I had bought in January of 1995.
    My instinct was saying that we should be flying about 20% of the Genoa and two reefs in the 
main, but Steve, the previous owner, knowing what the boat could handle, threw it all up and 
laughed at my caution. It took quite a few months for me to appreciate what this vessel could 
take, but for the moment, I was frozen and terrified! 
I had paid for the boat in January, but held back $2000, subject to sea trials. Steve wanted the 
balance as soon as possible for his new boat, so he requested the earliest available launch date 
at Port Credit Marina. We launched and rigged her on a Friday and Steve, who was a very busy 
aircraft mechanic, pilot, skydiver, and sailor, said 0800 on Saturday was the only time he could 
spare to help me take her over to EYC. That was a very fast trip from Port Credit to Etobicoke 
Yacht Club; I think it was less than an hour, but all I remember is the cold spray in the face, and 
my terror. 

‘I have had four boats in my 
thirty some years of sailing. 
Two of them scared the hell 
out of me. The other two were 
Albergs.’
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With the boat safely docked at Etobicoke Yacht Club, I started to tackle the list 
of things to fix. Many years have gone by, so I don’t remember all the things that 
needed attention, but I remember rebuilding the manual bilge pump as one impor-
tant item. After a few weeks of puttering with many things that were not so critical 
to the safe operation of a sailing vessel, I had to face the humiliating fact that I was 
terrified to get her off the dock. The A30 seemed like a huge vessel to me at the 
time, having moved up from a Paceship 23. I also remembered all the jokes about 
trying to back up in an Alberg which I had heard at the association AGM the previous 
January. 
    I finally picked a day with only about 4 or 5 knots of wind and managed to get 
her off the dock without mishap. When I had spent some time on the lake with in-
creasing wind speeds I started to appreciate the wonderful stability of the A30. That 
boat could handle anything: reef early, drop the traveller down, and keep on truckin’. 
   I had seven great years with the Alberg 30, sailed her about 3900 nautical miles, 
and then I got a bad case of ‘seven footitis’. Richard and Margaret Mair came along, 
made me a good offer on the A30, and suddenly I was boatless. After my experience 
with the Alberg 30, and loving the family of wonderful people in the Great Lakes Al-
berg Association, there was no way I would have anything but an Alberg 37. I found 
A37 #142, rechristened her, with proper ceremony, Maggy Fields IV, and I have loved 
her, sailed her and rebuilt her for the last 13 years.
LONG LIVE ALBERGS !

Baptism cont’d.
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Year:
1977
Length:
30'
Engine/Fuel Type:
Single / diesel
 
Located In:
Toronto, ON
Hull Material:
Fiberglass
YW#:
59749-3030754

 
Current Price:
Can$  11,000 
One Owner since New

Well maintained

Diesel engine

Great starter boat 
Affordable
Robust, quality construc-
tion by Whitby Boat Works

Confidence-building sailing 
qualities

Call for viewing- shrink-
wrapped with door

 
Please contact Master User 
at 905-420-2141

Alberg 30 Big Kanu For Sale
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Chesapeake
On Sept. 28 2015, Jean-du-Sud left Oka on its trailer,hauled by the CapHorn Suburban. One thousand 
kilometres down the road, it hit water in Galesville MD, south of Annapolis, very close to the house of 
a long time friend, Doug Wintermute, conveniently close to water, where we could step ashore with
the dinghy and park the truck and trailer for a few weeks. Keven Grondin, 24, had been dreaming of 
an ocean passage for the past 4 years when he heard about my project of sailing South, he asked if I 
needed a crew. Without really knowing him, I answered Sure! I discovered later that be was an
authentic sailor and found in him a spiritual son, as he was as crazy about ocean sailing as I can be. We 
have sailed very harmoniously these past 6 months.

By Yves Gelinas

Foreword:
In my attempt to sail non-stop from Saint-Malo in France, around the world
to Gaspé in Québec some 30 years ago, I had pulled the engine out of Jean du-
Sud. I sailed without an engine for the following 14 years and I repowered
gradually; for moving through calms and entering harbours, I fabricated
a support on the port quarter, which pivots to drop a 9.9 hp outboard
into the water or up and out of it when sailing. Naturally, this is not enough
power to move against an established head wind, so I sail more. I have
never been tempted to drop a diesel back into the boat. I prefer to locate
the real engine of Jean-du-Sud in a vehicle, with the boat behind, on a trailer.
For me, the Alberg 30 is the perfect boat: big enough to sail through the
Roaring Forties, but small enough to move over the road at 50 knots towards
the body of water chosen for the season.
Here is a succinct account of the most recent cruise of the Alberg 30 Jean-du-Sud.
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At the Annapolis Sailboat Show, we met Andy Schell and
Mia Karlsson, organizers of the Carib 1500 rally (we already
knew each other, Andy had installed a CapeHorn gear 6 years
ago on his earlier boat Arcturus, then they both sailed it to Sweden,
where they got married). They invited us to join their fleet
that sailed from Portsmouth VA to the BVI or the Bahamas in
the first days of November; we gladly accepted the invitation. I
acquired a few additional notions in the seminars during the
week preceding departure, I was invited to project my film in the
local cinema, and we met beautiful people in the other crews. I
discovered that Andy did as good a job as rally organizer during
the day, as animator of the crew parties in the evening. The
whole event went very smoothly.

Passage
Adverse weather forced us to postpone the departure a few
days. At dawn on Nov. 11, some 30 boats left Portsmouth and
by mid-morning, were past the Chesapeake tunnelbridge.
During the first two days, we had already been forced
down to two reefs. We had also discovered that the outboard
motor, mounted on the port quarter, would no longer start. But
more important, Keven noticed that more than half the slides
fastening the luff of the genoa to the groove in the furler foil
were broken and that two sections of the foil had come apart,
preventing the swivel to slide down: we had to climb up the
mast to disconnect the halyard above the swivel. Even if ratlines
in the lower shrouds and steps above the spreaders make
going aloft easier, I was glad that Keven could do it in my place.
Had Jean-du-Sud been rigged like all others, those two failures,
no motor and no fore sail, would have forced us
back. But it is not rigged like all others: it has two parallel headstays:
to port is a furler with the small genoa; the large genoa,
which remains furled under the top lifeline, is hanked on the
starboard stay. So we were able to remove the small genoa
from the furler on the port stay, and hank it on the starboard
stay, using nylon tie-wraps. We could not reef the sail and
could no longer use the large genoa, kept prisoner below, but
there was always more wind than needed and never missed
it. The gap between small genoa and storm jib (on a removable
inner forestay) was a bit large, so we were occasionally over- or
under- canvassed, but at least we kept sailing.
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El Niño in the Pacific also affected weather in the Atlantic
and the passage was rough; we sailed with three reefs and
storm jib for more than half the passage. Other rally boats
landed in the BVI, but we headed a bit further east and landed
in St. Maarten 12 and a half days after leaving the Chesapeake.

St. Maarten - Union
We did not succeed in getting the outboard motor fixed in St.
Maarten. We sailed on to St Barth, then Guadeloupe. The trade
was still strong and south of east; we were close to the wind
and had to tack to windward a few times to make it into harbours.
While anchoring at the diving reserve of Malendure, on the
west coast of Guadeloupe (still without engine), we suddenly
lost the wind and Jean-du-Sud drifted close to an other boat at
anchor. Keven reached forward to fend us off, but the tip of his
right thumb got caught between our pulpit and the rail of the
other boat, and was severed. Once the anchor down, I rushed
him ashore where, fortunately, a taxi was waiting. He ended up
spending 4 days at hospital in Basse-Terre, where he had his
thumb operated on and stitched. He lost almost half a centimetre
of his right thumb.
We learned that the problem with the motor was due to
some stripped screws in the carburetor, which could no longer
be adjusted, and it needed to be replaced. There was no
Honda dealer on the island, and it would be both expensive and
lengthy to have parts sent from abroad. I was due to fly back
home for Christmas so would bring back the needed parts. We
moored Jean-du-Sud on two anchors at the entrance of marina
Bas du Fort in Pointe à Pitre and I flew home Dec. 20. Keven
spent three weeks on the boat at anchor, so as a Christmas
present, his Spanish-Basque girlfriend Ainoha flew in via Paris
to keep him company.
On the afternoon of my return, Jan. 10, the new carburetor
was installed and the motor was running.
Ainoha was still with us, she would fly back home later from
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was anxious to get moving again so we sailed to the Saintes on
the afternoon of the following day, then to Dominique and Martinique.
I noticed that Martinique has changed considerably since my
last visit, some 40 years earlier. The gathering place for yachts
used to be Fort de France, and Anse Mitan, across the bay.
The huge marina of Le Marin where every yacht now congregates,
did not exist. Thousands of them are now moored or
anchored in this hurricane hole, most of them sailing actively,
others growing barnacles, some are wrecks, half sunk, but still
on a mooring.
Fortunately, the Anses d’Arlets were as pretty as they used
to be and after seeing the other lovely anchorages on the leeward
coast, we wanted a glimpse of its windward coast, said to
be beautiful, but almost deserted on account of the windward
work needed to get to it.
From Sainte-Anne, we sailed 10 miles to windward around
the southern tip of Martinique until we reached Baie des Anglais,
on the windward coast, where we found shelter for the
night. The next day, we had to beat an other 8 miles until we
reached Passe du Vauquelin and sheltered water. The fringing
reef is not continuous, and to reach some anchorages, sometimes
received the full force of the trade. I realized that I may
have been tempting fate by playing to windward of reefs with a
boat powered only with a small outboard on the port quarter...
We nonetheless spent a week on this coast and enjoyed
beautiful anchorages, the pearl being Ilet Thiery, where to the
east of us, was Africa, a reef being the only barrier to windward.
I had never seen so many hues of blue and for someone
who loves this color, I was well served.
Ainoha flew back home from Martinique and we headed for
the Grenadines. We sailed south as far as Union Island, where
we spent a few days in the beautiful anchorage of Tyrell Bay.
We were back in Martinique and we still had time before
turning North, Keven suggested we come back via Cuba, as
Santiago was only 1000 miles downwind, an easy sail in the
trades. I countered that the problem was not getting there, it
would be in coming back : we did not have time to sail
westabout around the island, we would have to beat 100 miles
in the so called windward passage, against wind and current.
Our 9.9 hp outboard on the quarter would be useless against a
trade wind; furthermore, gentlemen don’t go to windward! He
replied all we needed to do was to wait for a lull in the trade. In
March, they become more frequent. As I was also interested in
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headed due west. We shipped a third crew member, Gwen,
Kevin’s friend from Brittany, this would be her first ocean passage.
Before we left, sure of his competence and so that he would
himself becomes aware of it, I had asked Keven to act as the
skipper of my boat; from now on, I would be only crew. He
would make all the important decisions regarding the navigation
and the sailing.
Five days into the passage, the North-east trade wind suddenly
picked up strength and made us gradually shorten sail to
third reef and storm jib. It became a whole gale and we spent a
night lying a-hull under bare poles. Three days, of getting
slapped, shaken and drenched. To rest and refit, we decided
to stop at Ile à Vache, off the south coast of Haiti, 150 miles
downwind.

Île à Vache
Jimmy Cornell’s World Cruising Destinations mentioned a
marina with docks, moorings, power, water and even washing
machines or Wifi in a village called Port Morgan on the south
coast of the island. The general chart we had showed no such
place, the south coast was almost straight, without any bay or
cove and we sailed along it at a prudent distance ; after 6
miles, it turned north-west and there were two coves in which...
But no. We had to sail around the north tip of the island to find
a bay with a pretty basin, shown on the chart as being 2 meters
deep, but in fact as much as 7 meters, where 5 sailboats were
already at anchor (one with a CapeHorn on the stern!), where
we also anchored. Two boats arrived after us the same day,
one with a blown genoa and broken gooseneck, the other had
been knocked down, suffered a blown hatch, and lost solar
panels and dinghy. This demonstrated the violence of this gale
which Jean-du-Sud weathered without damage. I noted that
Keven was more prudent than I would have been in the amount
of sail to be carried; I would probably have shortened sail later
or shaken reefs earlier, but it is better this way.
As soon as Jean-du-Sud entered the bay, we were assailed
by a number of “boat boys” of all ages, coming on a variety of
crafts they had to keep bailing, propelled by anything that
would do the job, board, stick or even the stem of a coconut
palm. They offered a visit of the island, inquired if we had work
for them, asked if we had any old sail or line for their father who
is a fisherman, or milk for their mother who has a baby, or a
cookie... They clutched the lifeline until we gave away. However,
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they were very polite; the conversation invariably began
with “What is your name ? Mine is Wenson, or Bélizair. If you
want, I can write it for you on a paper...
We had planned to eat ashore that same evening, so we
landed at the hotel (its owners were going to build the marina,
but were prevented by the locals, who wanted to keep earning
from incoming yachts). It was closed; however, the kitchen
could serve us dinner for US$35 each. There was no Wifi either.
Ashley, the first boat boy to reach us, and whom we
adopted for the rest of our stay, had mentioned a lady down the
road who served some food. After walking a few hundred meters,
we arrived at a clearing lit by a dim lamp post ; two fires
burned directly on the ground; a few pots and pans on a table,
with bags of vegetables and cans of oil or water. Four posts
were planted into the ground and linked at the top with a 2 X 4,
forming two benches at right angles. The only table was for
preparing food, ingredients, pots and pans. We could have
chicken for $10 each. But Ashley had said that we would pay
around $3! We realized, the dollars were not US, but Haitian
dollars (it seems that they no longer say Gourde). Having no
local money, we agreed on 3 euros each. Did we want our
chicken fried or boiled? Fried! We were served a fried drumstick,
with plantain and sweet potato, also fried, with some
cole-slaw, which we ate with our fingers, paper plate in the
other hand, sitting on the benches. Quite tasty, nevertheless.
The following morning, Keven and Gwen took the boat to
Les Cailles, on the “continent”, some 7 miles away, where Ashley
said there was a supermarket. 25 people in a 20 ft open
boat powered with an outboard, sprayed on during 45 minutes,
covered with a too short tarp. Once there, no supermarket, only
a public market; they came back in the afternoon with only a few
local vegetables. Even finding toilet paper was difficult.
A middle-aged couple in an open canoe came alongside; he
introduced himself as Doudou, she, Vilna. They offered a Creole
dinner at their place, about 20 minutes walking distance. I accepted
for that evening, subject to confirmation after the return
of the other two. Some time later, Doudou came back to show
the few fish he just purchased from a fisherman and which Vilna
would serve in the evening. As soon as Keven and Gwen came
back, we confirmed and agreed on the price, $10. per person.
Doudou would meet for us at the dinghy landing at 1730 to
guide us to his place.
We met him at set time. During the half-hour walk to his
place, we learned that that his real name is Alexandre-Salomon,
but he is better known as Doudou; together with Vilna, they
have four daughters; that two thousand people live on the Ile à
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Vache and are called Lavachois and Lavachoises (Lavachwaz
in Creole), that ex-president Martelli was appreciated, that an
“international” airport would be built on the island...
Dinner was ready when we arrived, but first, Vilna wanted to
show her house: a dining-living room in front, followed by three
bedrooms with two beds each. A number of girls chatted and
giggled around us, some were their daughters, the others their
grand-daughters, their eldest being 23.
This time, we ate at a table; each of us had a plate and a
soup spoon. Fried fish, mango puree, rice with beans. The
food was good and we ate our stomachs content. There was no
public electricity on the island, we were lit with a few Leds recharged
in sunlight. Doudou owned a solar panel, but no battery.
When he had come to offer the dinner, he had timidly
asked if I had a battery and I had given him a few flashlight batteries.
I understand now that he meant a 12 v battery.
Keven had agreed with Ashley that with his pal Jasmin, they
would pick us up at Doudou’s place with their motorcycles at
1900 to take us into “town” to drink a few beers and dance.
Keven and Gwen on Ashley’s bike, I on Jasmin’s, riding on a
path all in holes and bumps, more like a bike trail than a road.
As a matter of fact, there are no cars on the island, as there are
no roads. The only car is the police’s. Half an hour later, we
arrived into “town”, but we had to believe our guides, as we
could not see any light that would reveal a city. A small generator
purred on the porch of a place called “Amical Bar” to illuminate
the place and power a sound system that blasted Haitian
music. The place was almost empty when we arrived, but filled
up as the evening advanced. We hung around two hours, drank
a few beers, but no one danced. After an other half hour beating
our behind on the trail, the two bikes brought us back to the
dinghy. We kept ourselves busy with various jobs on the boat the
next day, but at the end of the afternoon, Ashley guided us in a
visit of his village. The ground was swept clean, there were no
dead leaves, and the houses were prettily painted. The wooden
fishing boats we could see on the beach were built without
power tools.
We came back next morning to take some photos. It was
Sunday and people wore their best clothes. A lady in an elegant
suit walked on the dirt road in high heels. Two religious services
were held simultaneously; we could hear the hymns of
one and the preacher of the other. The visit of the village ended
at the bakery, where we got some small loaves as they came
out of the oven, then we picked up our anchor and left for Cuba.

Editor’s Note: This is the first in-
stallment of Yves Gelinas’ account 
of his Caribbean cruise.  Look for 
the conclusion in the next edition 
of the GLAA Newsletter in 2017. 
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GLAA Regalia: Just in time for the Holiday Season!
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GLAA Treasurer Phil Birkenheier, in Portugal at the time of this writing, reports that the Association is 
in fair shape financially. There are no outstanding debts, and the executive is adhering to the budget.  

2017 marks the 50th anniversary of the celebrated Alberg 37 design. Look for a detailed article in 
upcoming issues of the newsletter.

Members are reminded to be sure to update any information on the membership renewal form, 
either online or by mail. Completing a renewal form is a requirement of membership. 

Look for a digitized, downloadable version of our Alberg 30 booklet known as “The Manual” on our 
website soon!

The GLAA Annual General Meeting is scheduled for January 21, 2017 at Ashbridge’s Bay Yacht Club, 
Toronto. Further details will follow. 

Miscellaneous Notes:

Grayling’s varnishing results. Stripped, 
cleaned, sanded, and 9 coats of Epifanes 
Woodfinish gloss. Looking good!
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GLAA Executive

Left to right: Gord Martin, Cathie Coul-
tis, Jeff Willis, Margaret Mair, Richard 
Mair, Marc Decorte, Phil Birkenheier, 
(front) Rob Feeney
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