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GREAT LAKES ALBERG ASSOCIATION
Commodore's Corner by
As 2017 draws to a close, your GLAA Executive is
already busy working on plans for a number of
activities for members and their families throughout
the coming year…including this year’s Annual General
Meeting and Dinner, which will be held on
January 20th, 2018 at the Ashbridge’s Bay Yacht Club
AGM details elsewhere in this newsletter, and
posted on the website’s Event Calendar). The AGM
Notice (including Dinner Menu) and Proxy form will be
mailed out to members in early December.

Cathie Coultis

(more

The decisions made by the Executive early on in 2017
to cancel a number of events due to the extreme
high-water levels were not easy ones to make. First
and foremost, the basis for making any decision was
that if an event could not be run safely for all
concerned, it would not be held. With all the rain we
have been getting this Autumn in my area of the Bay
of Quinte Region, water levels are as high as they
would normally be in the Spring (some areas even
higher). As I type away at my computer right now, we are getting a typical November
gale, and lake affect snow.
Beginning in early Spring 2018, the GLAA will have information on some of its events
published in two Canadian yachting magazines, and also, in the US magazine Good Old
Boat. The GLAA is already listed under the ‘Associations’ banner on Good Old Boat’s
website. Recently, I was invited by Canadian Yachting Magazine Online Editor John
Morris to submit an article, on behalf of the GLAA, about our Association’s longstanding International Team Regattas with our Chesapeake cousins. This article will be
part of a special One-Design feature John is putting together for Canadian Yachting’s
onBOARD e-Newsletter over the coming months. There is a link to the GLAA article in
this GLAA newsletter, and you can also find the article on the GLAA website Racing
page. John used a photo off the website of the Alberg 30 Second 2 Nun, owned by
former GLAA members Harry and Jan Gamber.
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In 2018 , the Syronelle Regatta (one of the two International Alberg 30
One-Design Team Regattas) will be celebrating its 50th Anniversary. Plans are
underway to celebrate this milestone with the Chesapeake Bay Alberg 30 Group in Toronto at
the National Yacht Club (details will be posted on the GLAA website as they become available). Mark
Searle (Advertising Manager) of GAM on Yachting has indicated that he and John Grainger (Publisher/Editor)
are interested in doing a feature about the Syronelle’s milestone Regatta in their magazine, and the new
Editor/Publisher of Good Old Boat has confirmed there will be a mention of the Syronelle’s Anniversary in the
magazine. Early in 2017, National Yacht Club began publicizing our Association’s events that were being held at that
club in their online newsletter, and will continue to do so in the future.
Perhaps, if your club or marina has a newsletter, the Editors might also be interested in publicizing GLAA events (hint
hint). The GLAA Executive has been working on an ‘Alberg Awareness’ project that will be ‘ongoing’. The purpose of
this project is to help make Alberg sailors all around the Great Lakes and adjoining waterways aware of our longstanding Alberg Association, and to connect like-minded sailors with our great group of members who have varied
levels of sailing skills, and are all very willing to share their knowledge and experience in the maintenance of these
classically designed boats.
On that note of reaching out to Alberg sailors…for quite a number of years now, a member of the Chesapeake Bay Alberg
30 Group has been tracking and keeping a registry of all the Alberg 30’s that were built from 1964 onwards. This ‘Log’ is
an Owners History of the boat’s very first owner, and all the owners of that same boat over the years up to and including
current day. For some time now, I have been sending updates to my Chesapeake contact on Canadian Alberg 30’s that
have changed hands. If you have sold, recently purchased or know of an Alberg 30 that has found a new home, please get
in touch with me so that we can keep this great bit of history up-to-date. Thanks very much!
Kaye and Tom Assenmacher, who for many years managed the Alberg 37 International Offshore Association website
have recently informed me that they are in the process of handing over the reins to Jeff Thomas who will keep the A37ioa
site going. I have contacted the Assenmachers and Jeff asking them if they would like to share any of the information
from their site with the Great Lakes Alberg Association website. Their site is currently down while the ‘transition’ takes
place. Hopefully in the very near future, we will be able to re-establish the link previously set up with their website.
Another item regarding the Alberg 37 that may be of interest to our Alberg 37 members, as well as other Alberg
sailors…permission from the powers that be was recently obtained to post on the GLAA website and publish in our
newsletter, an article written many years ago by Paul Howard for Canadian Yachting magazine. The title of the article
is “The Alberg 37: a dream-boat circa 1970 and 1995”. It is a very enjoyable read.
This past year, Good Old Magazine went through an internal restructuring. Founders Karen Larson and Jerry Powlas
stepped down from being actively involved in the day to day running of the magazine, and handed the reins over to their
long-time friend and hardworking employee, Karla Sandness. Karla, who at the time was the magazine’s Financial
Manager is now CEO/CFO/Publisher. Unfortunately, I was not aware that in their internal restructuring, the magazine had
also physically moved to a new location. Please Note: If you were a NEW member of the Great Lakes Alberg Association in
2017, you would have received a Gift Certificate for a subscription to Good Old Boat magazine in your GLAA New Members
Welcome Package. Please contact me right away if you have not yet received your first copy of Good Old Boat, and I will
send in on your behalf, the NEW Gift Subscription Certificate. Thank you, and please accept my sincerest apology for this
oversight!
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As mentioned earlier, plans are in the works for a number of activities, and this
includes one special project that is currently being worked on by one of our long-time
members and former Secretary, Gord Martin. Gord very kindly agreed to take on resurrecting the
‘Bent Fork Trophy’ for the Association. Gord recently sent a photo of his progress in building the new trophy,
and I am excited to see the finished product! The Executive already has a candidate in mind who in 2017, has met the
criteria for receiving this special trophy. The Bent Fork trophy is ‘light-heartedly’ awarded to a GLAA member in
recognition of that person having acknowledged (admitted to) that they experienced a ‘not so illustrious’
accomplishment on the water during the current year, such as running aground, flying a sail upside-down, setting an
anchor that wasn’t secured to the boat, forgetting to close off a crucial thru-hull valve…you get the idea!
Throughout the coming year, more information will be added to the GLAA website (Rob will have more on this in his
column). There will be more information and details on the site’s Events Calendar, and I’ll be sending out more eblasts to the membership with details of upcoming events and other items of note… but the Executive needs YOUR
help…we need more of your stories (and photos) from cruising, racing and social activities, more helpful
hints, projects you have undertaken on your good old boats!! If you have anything, even if it’s a photo with a
caption or a couple of lines of text that you would care to share with your fellow Alberg friends,
please send it to Rob Feeney at mailto:rfjfeeney@gmail.com.
Also, please keep in mind that the Executive requires your permission (and that of the people in the photos) before
any photo is published online – this includes the GLAA Newsletter, as well as, the Website.
I hope to see many of you at our Annual General Meeting and Dinner in January! If in the meantime, you have any
questions, comments or concerns,
please do not hesitate to contact me directly at mailto:coultisjc@gmail.com
or send an email using the Contact Us link from the GLAA website http://www.alberg.ca.

Fair Winds in 2018!
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DIRECTORS' REPORTS
Secretary – Margaret Mair
and Member at Large – Richard Mair
Summer, interesting as it was, is definitely over now and the weather is a little cool for sailing. The trees are still
holding on to their leaves where we are, but it’s clear they are losing the fight. Most of the sailboats around here
have been hauled, their undersides washed, their topsides covered. It’s time to get on with those winter projects,
the things you’ve talked about doing as soon as the boat is out of the water. At least it should be… Enjoy your
winter, wherever you spend it, and keep dreaming about being back out sailing in one of these beautiful boats.

Richard (Member-at-large) and Margaret (Secretary) Mair, A30 'Into The Blue'

Editor's Note:
You'll find a link to the Mair's blog,
Sailing 'Into the Blue,'
on the homepage of the GLAA website:
alberg.ca
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Web Administration & Newsletter Editor
Rob Feeney
The transition into the role of newsletter editor this
past summer seems to have gone fairly well. While
challenging at times, I have had a tremendous amount of
assitance in finding (and fishing for) articles, photos and
information to flesh out our previous summer 2017
addition as well as this one to finish off the season.
Thanks, Cathie, for your help and for all the other neat
stuff you do to keep our organisation running smoothly.
This is a woman wearing many hats!
Three newsletters, counting this one, have been
produced in 2017 and my hope is that, going forward, we
will aim for three each year; one before and one towards
the end of the sailing season as well as a third edition to end each year and introduce as much information as we
can about upcoming plans for the next season on and off the water.
The website continues to be the way to find the most up to date information on what's happening and I
would take this opportunity to remind all members to let me know of any upcoming events or items of interest to
Alberg and sailing enthusiasts so that we can continue to stay on top of things and remain as current as possible.
Changes to the website in the past year included the ability to pay membership dues and order regalia
online and response from the membership has been favourable. A big change to the website itself is increased
security features to protect anyone accessing the site. Not a visible feature but important nonetheless since we
are all doing more and more online these days.
Needless to say, many of the comments and conversations this year have dealt with what an odd summer
it was for the sailing community in and around the lower Great Lakes/St. Lawrence region.
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I'm still astounded on the impact high water had on the ability of boating clubs to function
and many boaters, including myself, to be as active as they would like to be.
Spring 2017 started with delays to the installation of all new docks for The Royal Hamilton Yacht Club and
Harbour West and the facilities continue to improve. The new docks are fantastic and, thankfully, they float. If
the old fixed moorings had still been in place this spring, it would have been a disaster.
Oddly enough, my new mooring site on the RHYC 'A' dock is within a few metres of the slip I was assigned
to for the previous 4 1/2 seasons on the old Chippewa pier. I begged for this spot as it guarantees that no boat is
moored behind me. As we all are painfully aware, Albergs do not respond well to direction when backing up.
As luck and logistics would have it, my Alberg 30, 'Kaithlyn' only spent two days on the water this year;
one to come out of dry dock in late May and one to return to dry dock in early October ((sigh)). A busy summer
with work combined with the late start made visits to her few and far between but it was a welcome escape when
it happened, even if just to doze in the cockpit and watch the sun set over Cootes Paradise and the High Level
bridge.
Next year, hopefully, I will spend a lot more time sailing and maybe even race more than once. 2017, We
are done with you. Bring on the Spring of 2018!

Rob Feeney
AL30 #591 'Kaithlyn”
rfjfeeney@gmail.com
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Got a story to tell?
Here are a few ideas to fan the
flames of inspiration:
What maintenance projects have you done on
your Alberg?
How did it go? Did everything come together as
you hoped or did you run into any problems?
Share your maintenance experience.
When did you first discover sailing?
When did you first discover Albergs?
What's the longest/biggest/scariest/most
difficult/most fun/most (pick your own adjective and place
here) trip or adventure you have had on your Alberg?
Tell us the story.

Any misadventures you might care to share in your
sailing experience?
Help me keep your newsletters informative and fun by
sharing a story or two.
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MEMBERSHIP NEWS
From the desk of our Commodore:
On behalf of the Executive, I would like to welcome
the following New Members of our Association

Chris & Laurie Melnyk
Chris, Laurie and their three kids took a Sail Canada course and bought their first sailboat
this Summer. They sail their 1981 Alberg 30, hull number 651 ChrisFish (in the photo
below) out of the Bronte Harbour Yacht Club.

Richard Bruneau
Richard is the proud owner of Shengowan, a 1969 Alberg 30, hull number 400. Shengowan
is currently undergoing a refit.
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THE GREAT LAKES ALBERG ASSOCIATION

Notice of the 2017 Annual General Meeting

The Annual General Meeting for the Great Lakes Alberg Association (GLAA) will be held on
Saturday, January 20, 2018 at the Ashbridge's Bay Yacht Club, Toronto, at approximately 2000
hours following Cocktails at 1800 hours and Dinner at 1900 hours, for the following purposes:
1. To consider and accept Director's Reports.
2. Election of Officers to serve on the Executive for the 2018/2019 Term.
3. To consider any other business properly before an Annual General Meeting.
Accompanying this Notice is an Information Circular and Form of Proxy. Members are encouraged to
attend the AGM, and if unable to do so, are entitled to appoint a Proxy Holder to vote in their place.
The accompanying Proxy is solicited by the current Executive of the Association, but if one so
desires, it may be amended by striking out the names listed and inserting the name of a Member to
represent you at the meeting.
Dated at Picton this 26th day of November 2017.
By order of the Executive of the Great Lakes Alberg Association,

Cathie Coultis
Commodore
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Information Circular as of November 26th, 2017
In the past year the Executive of the Association has not encumbered the Association in any way
that will affect the continuation of the Great Lakes Alberg Association.
It is expected that Directors' and Officers' Reports will be received from the Commodore, Treasurer,
Racing, Website and Newsletter Officers. The Membership and Cruising Reports will be presented by
the Treasurer and the Commodore respectively.
The Membership as of November 26th, 2017 stands at 2 Honorary, 36 Regular and
9 Associate/Crew Members.
The financial position of the Association is sound as of this date, with cash on hand of
$4,233.37. Inventory of racing flags, burgees and other materials is valued at $1,075.00 at
cost.
The following members have agreed to stand for the Term of 2018/2019, and fulfil their
responsibilities on the Executive: Cathie Coultis, Phil Birkenheier, Marc Decorte, Rob Feeney,
Richard and Margaret Mair. Don Campbell will be ex-officio as Past Commodore (Part 1-7 of
the Bylaws).
No nominations have been received for the vacant positions of: Director of Membership, and
Director of Cruising.
The Executive knows of no other business to come before the Annual General Meeting at this
time. Members may request same by notice to the Secretary in accordance with Part 1-8 of
the Bylaws, prior to Friday December 15th, 2017 at 1500 hours to allow for proper notification
of the membership.
All members are entitled to a vote on the affairs of the Association. Only one (1) vote per
boat is allowed (Part 1-5.3 of the Bylaws). Therefore, if a Proxy is received and a Regular
member is present at the meeting from the same boat, the member present will be
considered the voting Regular member. Proxies will be voted for the acceptance of Directors’
reports, and as Proxy Holders see fit for amendments or other business properly before the
meeting, unless otherwise specified.
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A Note on Location
Ashbridge’s Bay Yacht Club
30 Ashbridge’s Bay Park Road, Toronto (416) 698-4498
The yacht club is located at the foot of Coxwell Avenue in the Toronto Beaches neighbourhood.
For information/directions, visit http://www.abyc.on.ca
Please Note: The Dinner at this year’s Annual General Meeting will be ‘plated/table service’.
As the club’s Chef needs to know how many people will be in attendance, please R.S.V.P. to
Cathie Coultis mailto:coultisjc@gmail.com or (613) 847-7579
NO LATER THAN JANUARY 10TH, 2018. Thank you.
Dinner Menu Choices:
Please refer to Menu attached, and select one entrée, salad or soup, and one dessert.
The Chef can accommodate all food restrictions (please advise when you RSVP).
Hors d’oeuvres will be served during the Cocktail Hour (at which time you can also renew
your membership).
All prices noted are ‘per person’, and are excluding applicable taxes and gratuities.

N.B.:

ABYC is now ‘cashless’.
Only Debit, Visa or Mastercard is accepted for payment
of all food and beverage items.
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ALBERG 30 DATA NOW AVAILABLE

ALBERG 30 BOAT HISTORY
A Listing of Alberg 30 vessels by hull number is now located on our website at <alberg.ca>.
This list was originally maintained by Mike Lehman of the Chesapeake Bay Alberg 30 Association, our sister
(partner?) organisation in the Annapolis, Maryland area. It is now administered by Jonathan Bresler who is also
associated with the Chesapeake group. Our thanks to both for their efforts to build and maintain this important
piece of history for everyone.
Check out the spreadsheet online by following the link from our home page <alberg.ca> .
Locate your own Alberg 30 hull number on the list.

If you find that there is any information
that is incorrect or missing, please
notify the commodore. It is important
that we continue to add any additional
information we can locate to ensure the
accuracy and significance of this
document and continue the Alberg
legacy.
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MEMBER REQUEST
Chris Deeley, one of our new members in 2017, is the proud owner of 'Zephr I', a 1976 Alberg 37.
He's looking for information and/or advice on repair and maintenance of the Paragon transmission attached to his
Westerbeke 407-4 diesel engine. The transmission has given up and he's on the hunt for parts or solutions.

I'm guessing this is similar to what you're dealing with,
Chris but I stand to be corrected.

Anyone able to offer assistance can contact him through the GLAA
website “contact us” link and we will pass along the message.

Here is one of a few links the editor managed to locate. Hopefully
some of this information will help as well as input from our
members and other Alberg enthusiasts out there on the 'inter-web.'

PDF Service manual for Paragon hydraulic transmissions:
http://familyatsea.com/wp-content/uploads/2017/01/ParagonPowerTransmissionServiceManual.pdf
Might not be the exact model but it may be a step in the right direction.
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This article is reprinted
with the permission of
'Canadian Yachting'
as 2017, the
golden anniversary
year of
the first Alberg 37,
draws to a close.

16

GLAA

Fall/Winter 2017

This article is reprinted
with the permission of
'Canadian Yachting'
as 2017, the
golden anniversary year
of the first Alberg 37,
draws to a close.

17

GLAA

Fall/Winter 2017

18

GLAA

Fall/Winter 2017

Canadian Yachting offers a free subscription to GLAA members. Follow this link to find out more:
http://subscription.canadianyachting.ca/?page=newsletter

You can also see the Commodore's article in it's original form at:
http://www.canadianyachting.ca/events/4253-the-50th-anniversary-alberg-30-syronelle-international-challenge ?
utm_source=newsletter&utm_medium=email&utm_content=2201327&utm_campaign=2017-11-23

19

GLAA

Fall/Winter 2017

Join or Renew online
to take advantage of our early bird discount!!
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More and More Solar...
We bought our first solar panels because we thought they would save money and wear and tear on our
engine. With them we would not have to start it and run it just to make power to charge our house battery.
A simple enough beginning.
The flexible panels we saw at the marine store seemed ideal, since we could store them when we were underway and put them
on top of our boom when we were at anchor. So we set off to cruise with two of them, which gave us just 50 watts, and a cheap
regulator.
Neither of these early decisions turned out to be the best ones. Within a couple of years the solar panels had disintegrated at the
power take-out, where the wires that attached them to the battery came out of the connector on the panel. They fell apart in the
Canaries, and although we wanted to replace them then the prices there proved too rich for our budget. We sailed on without
them.
They were not replaced until we arrived in Nova Scotia several months later, when we were given a solid panel as a warranty
replacement for our defunct flexible ones. We mounted it on the stern rail, where it made working with our windvane just a little
more difficult, difficult enough to encourage us to think of other places for any new panels we might get. And we intended to get
new panels.
So when we redesigned our main hatch to make it more waterproof in heavy weather we kept this in mind. We integrated a space
to mount an inboard solar panel directly in front of the new hatch opening. This meant that it would sometimes be shaded by the
sail and boom, but it would be out of the way, solidly attached, and integrated into the classic silhouette of our boat.

We got a good deal on a 50 watt panel
that fit the space from Nova Sun Power
in Pictou, had it shipped and picked it
up from the Halifax bus station. We
added space underneath the panel to
make sure it had sufficient air
circulation to keep it cool and efficient,
and ran the wires attaching it to the
regulator along the side of the new
hatch (white wires along a white hatch)
then down beside the hatch doors and
in through a cable clamp to the
instrument panel.
Then we learned why we should not have bought a budget (read cheap) regulator. We discovered the regulator would not allow
the house battery to charge fully; and then it just quit. At the time we thought it must have had some kind of fault, so we replaced
it with the spare cheap regulator. It was only when Richard was doing more research on batteries that he learned what the
problem was.
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The regulator we were using was the type that cut the charge when the battery reached a certain
voltage and came back on when the battery voltage got too low. It was either on or off. We had (still
have) lead acid batteries. When they are charging they need less current after they reach about 80% of their full
charge. That means that the regulator has to be capable of reducing the current and charge from the solar panels when
the batteries are close to full if the batteries are to keep on charging. But this regulator could not do that.
So now we needed a better regulator. Meantime we had installed our electric motor and had bought two more solar panels to
help keep its batteries charged. Together they gave us another 100 watts of solar power, and we mounted them on the lifelines by
the cockpit. It took a bit of experimenting to make sure they did not interfere with the main sheet, but once we had figured out a
good position we ran the lifelines through a pipe that was just large enough to revolve around them and mounted the solar panels
on the pipe. Then we attached thin rope to the corners of the panels, and used small cleats mounted on the rubrail to hold them in
whatever position we desired.

Those solar panels were for charging the batteries in our traction pack - the eight AGM batteries that formed two banks of 48 volts
each. They did not go through a regulator but through a step-up converter, since there was no possibility that they had the
capacity to overcharge 9,600 watt battery pack. But they did have the capacity to put some of the power we used when we were
motoring back into the batteries.
We worked with this set-up for a while, until Richard learned about the shortcomings of the regulator we were using. That was
when we decided to make a few modifications to the way we had things set up. First we invested in a much better regulator, a
Morningstar that uses pulse width modulation and is capable of reducing the current while keeping the voltage constant - which
means that it can fully charge the batteries and then go into ‘float’ mode, like a charger that is plugged into shore power. The
regulator is sized by current draw, and has to take into account not just the power coming in but the maximum house draw. This
means it has to be able to handle all the amps that anything that runs off the house battery can draw at any one time. In our case
this is 15 amps.
At the same time we decided to improve the way the solar panels by the cockpit are mounted. We installed aluminum tubes
attached with stainless steel tees to either side of the pushpit and the stanchions forward of it. Then we attached the solar panels
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to the tubes using U-clamps sized to allow us to move the panels when we wanted to, but with
sufficient grip to hold them in whatever position we put them in.
Before we had run the wires inside the tube, but now we decided to run them along the outside of the tubes, held in place
by a black split plastic pipe fastened with zip ties. The wires run to the stern, enter the hull through another cable clamp on the
lazarette and run forward through the cockpit lockers to the regulator on the instrument panel.
The regulator is larger than we need at the moment, but we bought it with
the intention of adding more panels as and when we can. In the meantime
it has given us more flexibility in the way we use our solar panels: with all
the panels running through the regulator we are able to switch the full 150
watts we have now to either the traction pack or the house battery, although
it still does not regulate the charge going to the traction pack.
We recently added two more 40 watt panels, courtesy of a friend who did
not want them and was sure we would. The are much smaller than older
40 watt panels and perfectly sized to fit on either side of the hardtop of our
dodger. At this point they are mounted, but not yet tied in. When they are we
will have added another 80 watts - giving us a total of 230 watts. That means
we can charge the batteries we have now faster and will be able to increase
the size of our house battery when this battery needs to be replaced.
As it is we can already keep the whole boat running on a sunny day – cooler,
lights, chargers for phones, radios - and still put enough charge into the
house battery to carry us through the night. The long days and short nights
of summer help, of course. On the other hand we will never have all the panels
in the sun, unshaded, while we are sailing, and more panels will increase the
overall available output. Redundancy is good.
And so is thinking of ways to get better results. We are thinking about making
the transition to lithium batteries - or rather, dreaming about it. With lead-acid
AGM batteries the most we could hope for is to get a 100-amp-hour battery,
but with lithium we could easily fit a 200-amp-hour battery into the space we
have, which would keep everything running for about 30 hours, even with
no sun.
That would be nice!
Richard and Margaret Mair
s/v Into The Blue
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Jean-du-Sud and the Magick-Byrd
Now available in English
The book by Yves Gélinas that narrated his 28,000 mile single-handed circumnavigation through
the Southern Ocean and around Cape Horn aboard Alberg 30 'Jean-du-Sud' will be translated into
English and published by Andy Schell and Mia Karlsson of 59 North Sailing.
Jean-du-Sud et l’Oizo-Magick was first published in French in Canada in 1986, then in France in
1996 after the original edition became out of print. Jean-du-Sud and the Magick-Byrd will be
available both in print and as a podcast, read by the author.
It is scheduled to be launched at the next Annapolis Boat Show in October, 2017.

CapHorn Produits Marins
26 rue Guy Racicot
Oka, QC Canada J0N 1E0
tél. :+1 450 479-63
mail@caphorn.com

CapeHorn Marine Products
26, Guy Racicot Street
Oka, QC Canada J0N 1E0
tel. : +1 450 479-6314
mail@capehorn.com
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OUR GLAA PARTNERS

YOU'LL FIND WEB LINKS ON OUR HOMEPAGE AT ALBERG.CA
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THIS YEAR'S WINNER
WILL BE ANNOUNCED
AT THE AGM ON
JANUARY 20, 2018
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The Summer That Almost Wasn't
Who would have ever thought that too
much water would be a bad thing for a sailor?
This year, that proved to be true for many as the
lower Great Lakes / St. Lawrence regions
experienced spring flooding the like of which had
not been seen in many decades.

Darlington, September 2016

Many yacht clubs in and around the Greater Toronto Area couldn't
safely hold scheduled spring launches or even summer events.
Breakwaters were submerged, leaving many sailors nowhere to safely
moor even if they could manage to navigate channels that had become
treacherous and invisible.
Darlington, October 2017

Darlington, May 2017

In spite of the wet summer that followed, water
levels did return to normal by the time the
summer of 2017 was winding down. Hopefully
next year will look very different.
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Racing News
Who says Albergs aren't competitive anymore?

GLAA longtime member John Kitchener has had a very good year on the water in spite of the conditions.
Or maybe because of them!
Albergs are a tough little boat! Just ask anybody.
And, as John clearly demonstrated throughout the 2017 season at the National Yacht Club in Toronto,
when the going gets tough, the tough get going.
Congratulations John!
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Marc Decorte and Steve Steel accepting 1st place trophies
for the National Yacht Club's spring and fall 'Round the Island' races.

Albergs are still
a force to be reckoned with
in their division!

29

GLAA

Fall/Winter 2017

GLAA RACING REPORT
Upcoming events for 2018
Syronelle Cup International Challenge 2018
The National Yacht Club has confirmed that they will be hosting this regatta
on the weekend of June 23-24 2018.
This will be the 50th anniversary of this event.
More information to follow as planning continues!
We will be looking for loaner boats for our American guests
as well as racers to represent us north of the border.

GLAA Great lakes Championship 2018
August 25, 2018
The National yacht Club is always welcoming and we have tentative conformation
to have them host this event as well.
I welcome suggestions and discussion about hosting this race at other venues with a view to increasing GLAA
visibility on the lake.

Rankin Memorial regatta 2018
Chesapeake Bay
Details to follow as we get closer to the 2018 sailing season
I welcome comments on how we can make GLAA racing and cruising a better experience for all members.
There have been suggestions of having flying sails for the Syronelle or other races.
Another idea put forward was that we alternate years for international races to alleviate yearly attendance
pressure. This would mean holding the Syronelle one year and the Rankin the next instead of trying to
organise both annually.
The hope is that this might help increase participation for traveling teams.
I welcome input from the membership on these items and any other suggestions you may have.
Marc Decorte
GLAA Racing
A30 #624 SAM
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A little something to remind us all that
the next sailing season is just around the corner
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..... and something to remind us that we
haven't quite turned that corner yet.
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