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GREAT LAKES ALBERG ASSOCIATION
Commodore's Corner by  Cathie Coultis  

Here at the east end of Lake Ontario, the season 

is off to a bumpy start.  Last year it was the rain and 

flooding.  This year, violent windstorms have taken 

their toll.  While we are wrestling with repairs to the 

house following damage caused by falling trees, 

power outages and challenging logistics of getting 

things in order again, we are still optomistic and 

anticipating a busy summer of good times 

creating good memories.

John and I hope that everyone has a wonderful 

sailing season filled with fair weather and following seas

wherever your travels take you.

We were glad to hear about the great turnout of the membership for the 50th 

anniversary Syronelle Classic this past weekend and saddened that circumstances kept 

us from attending ourselves.  Congratulations to our American friends who definitely 

made us work to keep the trophy up north!  The  GLAA Summer Rendezvous at the Port

Credit Yacht Club was to be held on the June 30th – July 1st weekend but, as you know 

by now was cancelled as not enough people were available to attend.  Hopefully, we 

can try for another date in the near future or, at least, have a few spontaneous drop-

ins with fellow GLAA members. 
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        Fair Winds in 2018!  

Crossing the Murray Canal near
Carrying Place

The Murray Canal connects Eastern Lake Ontario to the town of
Trenton and the rest of the Trent-Severn Canal System, 

a navigable shortcut that bypasses the rest of Lake Ontario, Lake
Erie and most of Lake Huron.  

Repairs to damage caused by the high water of 2017 are still
underway but it is navigable. 

      2018 GLAA Executive2018 GLAA Executive

Richard MairRichard Mair Phil BirkenheierPhil Birkenheier Marc DecorteMarc Decorte

Margaret MairMargaret Mair Cathie CoultisCathie Coultis Rob FeeneyRob Feeney
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DIRECTORS' REPORTSDIRECTORS' REPORTS

Secretary – Margaret Mair
and Member at Large – Richard Mair

It has been a long winter, but it feels as if, finally, spring is here and summer is just around the corner. All 
around us people have taken off winter covers and opened up their boats, and summer boats are appearing in 
their slips. We too are making the transition from winter living to summer sailing (and by the time you read this
we'll probably be there). We've repaired and repainted the small patch of deck that was moist underneath, and 
we have cleared out much of our winter clutter and cleaned up generally. Around us the trees and animals and 
birds seem certain that better weather is here, and the tulips have finally poked their heads out of the earth. Of 
course the trees were budding, the animals emerging from their winter haunts and the birds nesting and 
courting even before that spring ice storm struck; we hope their forecasting abilities are better this time. 

We hope you enjoy the rest of spring and the coming of summer!

Margaret and Richard Mair, A30 Into The Blue.

Editor's Note:  

You'll find a link to the Mair's blog, 

Sailing 'Into the Blue,' 

on the homepage of the GLAA website:  

alberg.ca 
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DIRECTORS' REPORTSDIRECTORS' REPORTS

Web Administration & Newsletter Editor Web Administration & Newsletter Editor 

    Rob Feeney    Rob Feeney

Once again, it’s been an intriguing spring launch,  at
least at our end of Lake Ontario.  The new breakwalls
installed along with brand new docks in the Harbour West
basin (Hamilton Harbour; AKA Burlington Bay) were
severely damaged by the wind storms earlier this spring
just before the scheduled launch dates for Harbour West
and the Royal Hamilton Yacht Club.  The resulting damage
to the new docks as well as the threat of further damage
without the protection of the breakwall meant no launches
until just this week; that is, unless you were heading
elsewhere for safe harbour.

Now.  Just a minute!  Breakwalls sunk by a windstorm?  
Isn’t that what breakwalls are supposed to protect us from?  
Hmmmm.  Have to think about that one.  
I hope that they are re-thinking rather than simply repairing.  
That’s my two cents worth in any case.

And on the subject of things that are behind schedule, here is your spring (now summer) 2018 edition of the 
GLAA Newsletter (as you may have noticed since you are already several pages into it).  A few weeks later 
than anticipated but here before the end of spring and... well... the plan was for it to be out to you around 
launch time.  I won’t trouble you with explanations or apologies.  Suffice it to say that this newsletter is 
coming out shortly after MY launch time!

As most of you are aware already, this is a big year for the Syronelle Classic which celebrated it's 50 th 
anniversary this year.  My Alberg 30, ‘Kaithlyn,’ was on loan to a visiting American crew and I learned much 
more about racing from their experience.  I’m glad that they were not appalled when they met my girl for the 
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first time.  She’s simple but beautiful in my eyes and,
dammit, those the Yankees made her look good (Oh boy.
I’m going to be in trouble for this!) I am a happy guy!

I was great to see lots of the membership come out for the Syronelle event.  Four races and lots of time to 
socialize.  It doesn't get much better considering the weather that was predicrted.  
I will post photos and lots more about the Syronelle as soon as I have official results from our racing director 
so keep an eye on the website for this.
The calendar on our website will give you all the information you need to know about any and all further 
events this season and beyond and, of sourse, when in doubt or is questions arise, contact us to find out 
more at: albergcanada@gmail.com

Wherever your path takes you, enjoy the rest of your summer on and off the water.

Rob Feeney
Sailing AL30 #591 
'Kaithlyn”
rfjfeeney@gmail.com
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Got a story to tell?  
Here are a few ideas to fan the
flames of inspiration:

What maintenance projects have you done on
your Alberg?
How did it go?  Did everything come together as
you hoped or did you run into any problems?  
Share your maintenance experience.

When did you first discover sailing?
When did you first discover Albergs?

What's the longest/biggest/scariest/most difficult/most fun/most 
(pick your own adjective and place here) trip or adventure you 
have had on your Alberg?  

Tell us the story.

Any misadventures you might care to share in your sailing experience?

Help me keep your newsletters informative and fun by sharing a story or two.
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MEMBERSHIP NEWSMEMBERSHIP NEWS

MEET THE MEMBERSHIPMEET THE MEMBERSHIP

Welcome to our new feature column.  With this and every future newsletter edition, we will
be featuring one GLAA victim member who has graciously accepted the offer to be 
interviewed, allowing the rest of the membership to get to know someone new or get to 
know someone better.

For our first edition of this column, we chose longtime member Janet McNally.  Thank 
you, Janet, for taking part!

When did you begin sailing?

The interesting thing is that I thought I was sailing while growing up on Lake Huron every
summer. My imagination took over when reading all of the Arthur Ransome books, 
including “Swallows and Amazons”, “The Picts and the Martyrs” and the others. My 
cousins and I rowed our pram dinghy the “Swallow”, reinventing adventures from the 
books and totally believing that we knew how to sail.

I actually learned how to sail at a girls’ camp in Algonquin Park when I was a canoeing 
instructor and the sailing staff generously taught me how to handle the camp Albacores 
during our time off duty. Of course I loved it and never missed an opportunity to sail 
after that. 

When were you introduced to Albergs?

My friend from university, Don Campbell, became Commodore of the GLAA after he and 
Phoebe purchased White Opal. I learned from sailing on White Opal that Albergs are 
great, safe boats and that perhaps an Alberg 22 would be a good choice for me.  At this 
point my children were done with sailing school and off at university, and I had time for 
lessons and a boat of my own.
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How long have you been a member?

I have been a member as long as I have owned Gemini, about 13 years.

Have you ever owned other boats/sailboats? 

How did the other boat compare to your present Alberg?

I have owned many boats over the years, all but the Alberg connected with the cottage 
on Lake Huron.  We know that boats accumulate – easier to add to the fleet than 
subtract. The Swallow was followed by the Slapshot which is a small sailing dinghy of 
uncertain pedigree. A canoe and small runabouts with 20HP and under engines came 
and stayed, followed by a sailboard, two old kayaks and finally by a decent aluminum 
work boat a couple of years ago.  My purse is full of boat and marina keys, but the best 
boat of all is Gemini, the Alberg 22.
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Tell us about your boat: model, name, year built, colour.

Did you choose her name and is there a story behind it?

My boat is an Alberg 22, hull #184 named Gemini built in 1977.

When I purchased her, she had been abandoned at a marina in Hamilton, and was 
already named.  I liked the name so it remained, but I don’t know how Gemini was 
chosen originally.

Tell us about the biggest voyage or the greatest adventure you have had while sailing.

My epic adventure was really a misadventure but it was excellent. Gemini arrived 
with a 1970s Johnson 4HP engine.  I had the engine serviced and thought that I could 
handle whatever it decided to throw at me. Everyone was very excited to have the boat 
and why stay in Hamilton Harbour if Toronto is on the horizon? One of my sons and a 
friend sailed to Queen City Yacht Club for a Saturday night. On Sunday morning I 
arrived at The National Yacht Club with 2 teenagers visiting from England and we 
switched crew, sending my car home with my son’s friend.  

I now know that every trip west to Hamilton involves wind on the nose, or a long 
motor or both, but we were having a great time tacking, making slow progress and 
enjoying the day.  Eventually after a quick stop in Oakville, we realized that this trip was
getting long. We needed to motor but the engine only went for short bursts and then 
died. After cooling off, it would run for a bit again.  By the time we reached the 
Burlington Bridge it was getting dark, everyone was tired and hungry, and the dinner 
prepared at home for us was beyond cold.  And then the engine would not start at all. 

Sailing through the canal under the bridge is not allowed, so the only option I had 
was to radio for help. The Hamilton Beach Rescue Unit arrived promptly, found 
everything -- from PFD’s and lights, to suitable line -- in order and set up to tow us in to
the Yacht Club. The tow went well until the point when the rescue unit was not allowed 
to tow us inside the breakwall at the Yacht Club. I really needed to end up where there 
was a ride home and didn’t want to be taken to a different location.  So I assured them 
that I could easily sail the boat into my slip from the breakwall if they would release the
tow line. 

At this point it was a lovely warm evening with just a light breeze and I was 
completely out of options. So for the first and only time I sailed that boat perfectly right
into my slip ---thank you Albacore instructors at camp who taught me the skill of 
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managing the main sail --- and we landed. My
neighbour in a nearby slip was

 impressed, until he heard the police boat almost silently gliding 
towards us. He was certain that they would do an inspection and rushed to 

provide me with a second fire extinguisher that I was not so sure I needed, but 
gratefully accepted. As these things go the only thing they were interested in was 
whether we were moored and safe.

Every time I saw the teenagers’ grandmother after that she mentioned that the 
boys still talked about their epic adventure on Lake Ontario. As for myself, trips to 
Toronto have become quite routine with
a Nissan replacing that old Johnson. But
the wind is always from the west on the
return journey and so far I have never
sailed all the way back to Hamilton.

What is the dumbest thing you have done
while sailing that you are willing to talk about?

I suppose sometimes you get away with
things that could go badly on any given
day. Something I would not likely do
now but have done many times
successfully is changing the foresail to
my 100 when the wind becomes too
strong out on the lake. It’s a tricky
business single handing, heaving to, and
going on to the foredeck in big waves to
change the sail.  Maybe I have retired
that manoeuvre.  

In the 13 years Janet has been a member,
she has been been active both on and off of
the board.  She can regularly be spotted at
GLAA special events as well as at the Royal
Hamilton Yacht Club where Gemini is
moored.
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ALBERG 30 BOAT HISTORY

A Listing of Alberg 30 vessels by hull number is now located on our website at <alberg.ca>.

This list was originally maintained by Mike Lehman of the Chesapeake Bay Alberg 30 Association, our sister 
(partner?) organisation in the Annapolis, Maryland area.  It is now administered by Jonathan Bresler who is also 
associated with the Chesapeake group.  Our thanks to both for their efforts to build and maintain this important 
piece of history for everyone.

Check out the spreadsheet online by following the link from our home page <alberg.ca> .  

Locate your own Alberg 30 hull number on the list.  

  

If you find that there is any information that is incorrect or missing, 
please notify the commodore.  It is important that we continue to add 
any additional information we can locate to ensure the accuracy and 
significance of this document and continue the Alberg legacy.
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Join or Renew
online!

Visit

alberg.ca

and select the
membership tab
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Jean-du-Sud and the Magick-Byrd 

Now available in English

The book by Yves Gélinas that narrated his 28,000 mile single-handed circumnavigation through
the Southern Ocean and around Cape Horn aboard Alberg 30 'Jean-du-Sud' has been translated

into English and published by Andy Schell and Mia Karlsson of 59 North Sailing.

Jean-du-Sud et l’Oizo-Magick was first published in French in Canada in 1986, then in France in
1996 after the original edition became out of print. Jean-du-Sud and the Magick-Byrd is available

both in print and as a podcast, read by the author.  

Podcast:     https://podtail.com/podcast/sailing-stories/jean-du-sud-the-magick-byrd-1/

Book:    https://www.amazon.com/Jean-du-Sud-Magick-Byrd-Yves-Gelinas/dp/099928780X

The launch of the English edition took place at the Annapolis Boat Show in October 2017.

CapHorn Produits Marins
26 rue Guy Racicot
Oka, QC Canada J0N 1E0
tél. :+1 450 479-63
mail@caphorn.com

CapeHorn Marine Products
26, Guy Racicot Street

Oka, QC Canada J0N 1E0
tel. : +1 450 479-6314

mail@capehorn.com
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OUR GLAA PARTNERSOUR GLAA PARTNERS

 Click on any of these ads at the bottom of our web home page to go to the vendor websites.
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YOU'LL FIND WEB LINKS ON OUR HOMEPAGEYOU'LL FIND WEB LINKS ON OUR HOMEPAGE
AT ALBERG.CAAT ALBERG.CA

THE 2017 GORDON PROCTOR TROPHY WAS AWARDED TO SHIRLEY JONES AND TIM MARTENSTHE 2017 GORDON PROCTOR TROPHY WAS AWARDED TO SHIRLEY JONES AND TIM MARTENS
AT THE ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING THIS PAST JANUARY.  AT THE ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING THIS PAST JANUARY.  

SHIRLEY AND TIM SAILED THEIR ALBERG 30, 'ARIOSE' FROM THE OTTAWA RIVERSHIRLEY AND TIM SAILED THEIR ALBERG 30, 'ARIOSE' FROM THE OTTAWA RIVER
TO THE CARIBBEAN AND BACK ON A 9 MONTH JOURNEYTO THE CARIBBEAN AND BACK ON A 9 MONTH JOURNEY

THAT YOU CAN READ ABOUT  ON THEIR BLOG ATTHAT YOU CAN READ ABOUT  ON THEIR BLOG AT
ARIOSENOTES.COM  ARIOSENOTES.COM  
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WHO DUNNIT??WHO DUNNIT??

Ever wanted to take on a new project on your Alberg where there was ... 
let's call it a bit of a learning curve?  Or have you ever needed to get 
something fixed or adjusted on your boat and not really been sure who 
could do it for you or where you could get information on how to do it 
yourself?  Well, this is the place to ask your questions and reach out to 
other Alberg owners for the right answers.  

THIS IS THE PLACE TO FIND OUT ...THIS IS THE PLACE TO FIND OUT ...
WHO DUNNIT?WHO DUNNIT?

We all own very similar boats so, if you have come up against a task that needs doing and want to 
find out how to do it, send us your questions and we'll reach out to the Alberg owners' community to
get the answers you need.

Here are the questions that have come up for this edition:

A lot of damage to the deck core and bulkheads can occur from water leaking in around the 
chainplates.  What's the best way to seal this area and keep it sealed?

The Alberg 30 standing rigging did not originally include a boom vang but I see a lot of Albergs with 
them installed.  Do I need one?  Why?  Or why not?

I'm replacing the head on my Alberg 30 with a composting toilet.  How
complicated is it to remove the original holding tank?

Got information to share on these requests?

DROP US AN EMAIL AND SHAREDROP US AN EMAIL AND SHARE
YOUR ADVICEYOUR ADVICE

albergcanada@gmail.comalbergcanada@gmail.com
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The Summer That Almost Wasn't      
Part II ?

                       EMPTY SLIPS IN THE LAST WEEK OF MAY 2018      

Who would have thought, after the spring of 2017, that it would be possible to have another sailing season cut short 
by mother nature?  Well, for boaters in Hamilton Harbour, that's exactly what has happened.  The main northeast 
component of the brand new breakwall system installed just last spring sank (SANK?!?!) to the bottom of the bay in 
the windstorm that blew through Southern Ontario just this past month.  The resulting damage to the brand new 
docks as well as difficulties and delays in resurecting the affected breakwall sections meant that only this past week 
(as of June 6th ) have the docks been cleared for mooring.

WHAT'S LEFT OF THE NORTHEAST BREAKWALL IN THE MIDDLE OF JUNE

GLAA GLAA  Spring/Summer 2018 Spring/Summer 2018



GLAA RACING REPORT

Events for 2018   

Syronelle Cup International Challenge 2018

The National Yacht Club hosted this regatta 
on the weekend of June 23-24 2018.

This was the 50th anniversary of this event.  

Lots more information on the website, every detail you will need to make this a great event!

GLAA Great Lakes Championship 2018

August 25, 2018 

The National yacht Club is always welcoming and we have tentative confirmation 
to have them host this event as well.

I welcome suggestions and discussion about hosting this race at other venues 
with a view to increasing GLAA visibility on the lake.

Rankin Memorial regatta 2018
Chesapeake Bay

The date is now posted on our calendar as September 22nd and 23rd, 2018 and more details will follow
as soon as they are available.  Now is the time to express your interest in heading down to the Chesapeake to

uphold the honour of the GLAA!

I welcome comments on how we can make GLAA racing and cruising a better experience for all members. 
There have been suggestions of having flying sails for the Syronelle or other races. 

Another idea put forward was that we alternate years for international races to alleviate yearly attendance 
pressure.  This would mean holding the Syronelle one year and the Rankin the next instead of trying to 
organise both annually.  The hope is that this might help increase participation for traveling teams. 

I welcome input from the membership on these items and any other suggestions you may have.

Marc Decorte
GLAA Racing
A30 #624 SAM
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Understanding and Diagnosing 
  Electrical Problems on Your Boat

You own a sailboat. 

And because you own a sailboat it's a safe bet that there will come a time – probably the most inconvenient 
time possible - when some pesky electrical problem will rear its head. Some sailors will feel quite comfortable 
dealing with these situations – this article is not necessarily for them (though you might want to take note of the 
recommendations about maintenance if you are part of this group). This article is mainly for those who are taking 
their first tentative steps into figuring out, say, why their starter has ceased to start the engine or their VHF radio 
just won't turn on.

It's always a good idea to start with the basics. So let us begin by saying that this article only applies to the 12 
volt electrical system on your boat. If you have a problem with your shore power or devices connected to it you
had best turn to someone who knows how to work with 120 volts – a mistake made when working with that 
kind of power can be deadly.

Next, let us emphasize that any battery must be hooked up
correctly – positive (usually red) wire to the positive (larger,
“+”) terminal, negative (usually black) wire to the negative
(smaller, “-”) terminal. If you hook your house battery up
wrong you may end up with a lot of devices that no longer
work and a certain amount of smoke might escape. If you
hook your starter battery up wrong you can blow your
alternator diodes (trust me, this is a bad thing).

Third, your battery will benefit from a certain amount of
maintenance, particularly if it is a flooded cell battery. Here
we'll talk about keeping the top and clamps clean and
corrosion free, which is the most basic thing you can do.
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And you need to do it since dirt and corrosion can make your battery run down more quickly - voltage will 
travel through the dirt and corrosion and not just along the wires. (For more detailed information on battery care 
and maintenance you can visit this site. https://www.centurybatteries.com.au/technical-support/battery-care-
maintenance ). It is a very good idea to  check your batteries when you are getting ready to put your boat in the 
water in the spring.

If you do not have corrosion on your battery clamps all you need to do is use a dry or barely damp rag to wipe 
any loose dirt off.

You'll know without a doubt that
you have corrosion on your battery
connections. They will be covered
with an acidic green substance
which you will need to clean
carefully and to keep out of your
bilge. To clean them you should:

Put on nitrile gloves (because they're
the most chemically resistant)

• Protect your eyes
• Disconnect the negative

terminal
• Disconnect the positive

terminal
• Assemble cleaning supplies: 

For cleaning the connection:
• Best: battery cleaning brush, available from automotive stores (or Canadian Tire)
• Second best: fine sandpaper
• Rag to wipe top of battery (it will probably end up with holes in it)

•  Baking soda if the corrosion is really bad (sprinkle it on then sprinkle a little water on top to neutralize that 
acidic green stuff)

• Clean! Brush, wipe, sprinkle as needed.
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• Reconnect the positive terminal to the positive
post on the battery 

• Reconnect the negative terminal to negative post
on the battery 

If something is still not working you either need to find a friend with a Digital Volt/Ohm
Meter, also known as a DVOM, or buy one yourself. That is because it's time to find out
whether the problem is in the wires that go to your device rather than in the connections
to those wires. If you have no idea how to use the meter but would like to learn you can
find the information here. ( 
https://www.ifixit.com/Guide/How+To+Use+A+Multimeter/25632 )

There are two things to look for:
1) Whether the device is getting enough volts.

Possible reasons it is not:
Low battery (charge)
Bad connection to the switch (replace connection)
Bad connection from the switch (replace connection)

2) Whether the return side is good (in other words whether the ground wire is working). If the ground is not 
working: 

This can cause the device to try to ground through other things, which will cause those other things to not 
work properly.
The device itself will either not work properly, or not work at all.
You will need to replace the wire.

And if the power connection and the ground wire are good and your device is still not working then the 
problem is with the device. And that's a whole other situation!

Written by Richard and
Margaret Mair
Alberg 30, Into The Blue

All Photos courtesy of
Margaret Mair
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COMPOSTING TOILET INSTALLATION
      AND REMOVAL OF THE ORIGINAL JABSCO HEAD

Some folks know the workings of their boat inside and out 
better than they know the back of their own hand. 

Some folks were born engineers. 
 This is a 'how to' article for the rest of us.

After five seasons of having a head and holding system that cost me time, grief and money to 
maintain, I finally decided to make the leap and go green by installing a composting toilet system 
onboard 'Kaithlyn.'  It's only been up and running for four days and already I'm thrilled with my 
decision.

There are lots of options to choose from out there but it really comes down to two models; the 
“AIRHEAD” or the “NATURE'S HEAD.”  Both are remarkably similar in design and the philosophy 
behind the design so it should come as no surprise to find that these are essentially the composting 
toilet world's equivalent of Microsoft and Apple.  

Yes folks.  The original design team went their separate ways soon after establishing the one 
company and became two.  Similar in design, price point and operation.  So similar in fact that it's 
almost creepy!

I chose the Nature's Head system after much soul searching because they seemed a bit more 
attuned to the Canadian market.

Speaking of separate ways, separation is the secret behind how these units can do the job, in a 
manner of speaking, so efficiently.  And they do it without taking up a huge footprint or providing yet 
another foul smell to compliment our atomic 4 engines.  Separation of liquid and solid waste.  It's 
simpler than it sounds and there are pictures and, for the gentlemen out there, contrary to popular 
misconception, you can use it standing up.

Also, speaking of creepy... Does anyone alse think the logo on the box
looks like someone holding the head of a decapitated smurf?
Jus' sayin'.

So let's take a look at this amazing space potty and see how easy it is
to make this happen on an Alberg 30.
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   The first thing you notice right out of the box is that it actually looks like a
normal bathroom appliance except for two small details.  First: there is no toilet 

seat per se.  There is a place to sit but nothing to argue about leaving up or down.  
Perfect for the maintenance of marital bliss during extended cruising.
The second is slightly more problematic.  The height.  The seat is substantially higher than

a normal household john and towers over the original Jabsco equipment on my Alberg so, unless 
your name is Kareem Abdul Jabbar, you are going to
need a bit of a boost to get on board.  I've found that
a small one-step foot stool is more than sufficient to
accomodate my own hobbit-esque stature.

     It looked so good in
front of the fireplace we
were thinking of leaving it
there!
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The company recommends a second liquids  
 tank for convenience.  It's pretty much the only thing 
 you will want that does not already come with the kit.  

Removing the old head was a simple chore.  Six bolts hold it onto the
floor and the pipes and tubes were easily disconnected.  You  may want

to go for the double rinse at the pump out
station before taking on this part of the
project of course.  Better safe than stinky!

Out with the old and in with the new.
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Installation was a simple matter of drilling four new pilot 
holes for the screws that fasten the nature's head to the same 

spot you removed the original head from and it's very likely that you
will find, as I did, that your new head completely covers the holes from
the previous fasteners.  It is recommended that you fill and touch up
these old bolt holes to avoid possible water damage although, since the
composting toilet uses no water, this may or may not seem important to
everyone.

One thing I did note is that both the Nature's Head and the Airhead will
stick out a bit further into the space available.  I adjusted the mount for
the privacy screen by about 2 centimetres to accomodate this and all is
well.  Both door and privacy will remain secure under any conditions.

What keeps these systems efficient as well as odour-free is ventillation.  It
must be constant so, to that end, there is a small computer-style fan 
which can be mounted on either side of the head to accomodate available
space restrictions.  Reinforced flex-tubing is included; plenty to reach the 
roofline and I used this to tap into the original vent and solar fan.  I also 
picked up a 12 volt AC adapter so that I can take advantage of shore 
power when available as well for a backup.  One can tap directly into the 
onboard battery system and, according to the manufacturer, the drain will 
be minimal.  Most people either tap into existing vents as I did or just go 
direct to the battery bank.  Both operations are simple and 
straightforward.  Trust me on this.  When it comes to maintenance and 
repair, I am lazy, prone to procrastination, easily distracted and have no 
patience.  If I can accomplish this feat, it is EASY.
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Mixing up the first batch of coconut coir for the holding tank.  

Sphagnum moss is also often used but coconut coir is just as
absorbent, cheaper, easier to store and, most important, much
more sustainable than sphagnum.  Fill the box of the unit up to the
level of the spinning metal bar.  Any more and it will be hard to
turn.  Any less and it may not always be enough to absorb odours
quickly.

  Inside the holding tank.

Don't worry.  

     That's not what you think it is.  

                        It's just coconut coir.

All in all, the removal and installation took about 3 hours and that 
includes the time I spent cursing at the 1/8 drill bit that got stuck in a 
pilot hole.  Everybody knows a guy who says, “When my toys break, I 
get new toys.”

Well, I'm usually that guy but owning my Alberg has taught me to push 
myself to learn more about what makes her tick and, in spite of a glitch here and there, I'm still having a 
ball.  I can't wait to hear how you next project works out for you.

Rob Feeney

Sailing 'Kaithlyn'     rfjfeeney@gmail.com

All photos courtesy of Rob Feeney
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CLOSING THOUGHTS

This has been an awkward  
and hectic season so far but I 
promised myself and many others   
that this newsletter would go to 
press before the 50th Anniversary 
Syronelle Classic.  

We didn't quite make it but here it 
is.  I hope you all enjoy.

I'm trying for a lighter touch while 
hoping to continue to share 
valuable and useful information for 
new and experienced sailors alike.

AND since I have now done my 
part, it's up to all of you to 
ensure that the next issue is one 
where we all tell our stories of 
adventures on the water in 2018.

So please, please, please send 
me your photos, stories, ideas, 
thoughts on anything Alberg.

Let's keep the ball rolling!

Have a great season out on the 
water!

Your newsletter editor

Deep in thought and already planning the next edition.

“Never aplologise.  Never explain.”  Julia Child.
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