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Commodore’s Corner
Happy New Year to everyone!
On January 19 the GLAA held its 2018 Annual General Meeting at the recently
renovated Ashbridge’s Bay Yacht Club in Toronto. On behalf of the Executive, I
would like to thank everyone who braved blustery wintery conditions to attend
the meeting! Twenty-nine (29) members and guests attended (with only one
cancellation), of which thirteen (13) members were eligible to vote. I would like
to extend a special thank you to our hard- working Association Secretary Margaret
Mair for her wonderful help with a number of the 2018 AGM tasks and also,
greeting members and guests as they arrived that evening.
th

I am happy to report, that everyone who attended our 2018 Annual General
Meeting had a good time. That infamous Alberg camaraderie was alive and well!
After cocktails and dinner, the Executive presented their Reports, and trophies for members’ Racing
accomplishments were recognized at this AGM (no Cruising or other trophies were awarded),
New member Chris Borgal shared with some well-deserved pride, a few terrific accomplishments that he
and his crew achieved in 2018 with his well- known Alberg 37 Running Free (more details in this
newsletter).
2018 was a fairly quiet year in terms of the number of GLAA events held on and off the water. However,
having said that…the annual Blahs Pot Luck Dinner was very well attended, with many members traveling
from well outside the Toronto area. No Cruising event was held, but all of the GLAA Races were well
attended.
Currently, the GLAA has 33 Regular members (Alberg owners), 8 Associate/Crew members, and now, 3
Honourary members. At the 2018 AGM, the Executive asked members to vote on a Motion to accept into
our Association, the Kedey Family as an Honourary member. On behalf of the Executive and the
Membership, I am very happy to welcome Sandy Kedey and her family into our Alberg family! In the
GLAA’s 50 Anniversary Booklet, there are two separate stories about Sandy and her father, Gerald (Jerry)
Kedey. If you do not have a copy of Booklet no worries, Jerry’s story will be posted on the GLAA website
very shortly.
th

At the 2018 AGM, the Executive invited members’ input on what activities they would like to have in
2019. Plans for a Summer Rendezvous at Port Credit Yacht Club are currently in the works. The end of
July seems to be the most popular time for this event, as suggested by members surveyed to-date. I am
waiting for a response from PCYC. A Rendezvous Sign-Up Sheet will be posted on the website shortly,
and a members e-blast will be sent out with the details. At this Rendezvous, we will be holding an Open
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House for GLAA members, their guests and also, owners/crew of Albergs who are not
(yet) GLAA members. If you know of someone who is an Alberg owner or crew of an Alberg,
please invite them to our gathering!! Please remember that EVERYONE will need to pre-register for
this Summer Rendezvous.
Director of Racing Marc Decorte provided information at the 2018 AGM about the upcoming 2019 Racing
Programme. All GLAA event details for 2019 will be posted on the GLAA website Calendar, and on the
website’s Racing Page. Also, please check out the Calendar for non-GLAA organized events that might be
of interest an Alberg sailor!
Very shortly, you will be receiving in your Inboxes a request from the Executive for suggestions of topics
for our Seminar Series. A number of good suggestions were received from members at the AGM. I would
like to encourage everyone – Alberg owners, family, crew and Associate members alike to send in your
suggestions. The Executive is hoping to arrange a seminar to be held at the 2019 Summer Rendezvous
(more details to come). Last Autumn, I began a conversation with one of our members Gord Laco, inviting
him to be a Guest Speaker in our 2019 Seminar Series.
Gord has a very full calendar, but is hopeful he can
put something together for late Spring. Gord sails his
Alberg 30 Surprise out of the Midland Bay Sailing Club.
In addition to asking for suggestions of GLAA events, I
would also like to encourage all members to let Rob
and the Executive know what types of things you
would like to see in our Newsletter…or information
and web-inks added to our website. This is YOUR
Association!!
To easily connect with us, please use the ‘Contact Us’
link (from the website) or GLAA email address located
in this newsletter.
On behalf of the Executive, have a great 2019!!
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2019 GLAA Executive
Richard Mair

Margaret Mair

Phil Birkenheier

Cathie Coultis

Marc Decorte

Rob Feeney

At this time, there are still a few vacant positions on the GLAA Board of Directors.
The time commitment is minimal when everybody shares the work and it's very a social
atmosphere. Board meetings usually happen quarterly in addition to the Annual General
Meeting each January.
If you have some time to spare and would like to play a more active role in your association,
contact us using this email link.
coultisjc@gmail.com
Help keep your organisation ... well... organised!
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DIRECTORS' REPORTS

Web Administration & Newsletter Editor
Rob Feeney

A couple of days ago, I received an email from my yacht club.
This was part of the text:

“....The minimum food and beverage quarter ends Thursday February
28th, 2019.
Your unspent minimum as of Sunday February 17th is .....”

Time flies! And, for some of us, once our boat is safely
wrapped up and tucked in for the winter, we forget that there is
still a club which we are a member of that needs some attention
too. Sailing is a pastime that can be enjoyed almost as much in the harbour as out on the water. This is a
chilly time of year but can be a very warm and social time if we so choose.
My club in particular, the Royal Hamilton Yacht Club, located (for those who don’t know the lay of the
land) at the pointy end of Lake Ontario, has great facilities and some really nice people hanging around too.
There is usually something social going on every weekend as well as numerous events during the week and
even a luncheon discussion/presentation series that usually, but not always, has something to do with sailing
and boating. There isn’t a holiday that goes by without a big bash (or two!) being organised. There have
even been “open mike” comedy nights from time to time.
We used to be one of the few clubs that kept it’s doors, and food services, open and running 7
days a week through the entire off season. The menu offerings change regularly and have always offered
exceptional quality at very reasonable prices. But that has had to change in the last few years and has been
cut back to 5 nights and 4 days a week to save on food and labour costs.
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Minimum food/bar tabs at your club are not there just to make a fast buck. They are designed
to ensure that club facilities and social services remain sustainable over time and, especially, in the offseason.
Trouble is, I have often fallen into the mindset that, when my boat isn’t there, what’s there for me and
this is where I’m making a mistake. So this advice is for me. And for anyone else who isn’t yet in or has
fallen out of the habit of getting the most from their club membership.
Boating is most fun when it’s social and social lasts 12 months of the year. If you are a member of a
yacht club, get involved and stay involved. When your boat’s asleep, get the party started and keep it going
from October, right through till May. There’s a lot of really cool people who share your interest in sailing,
boating and pretty much any of the other hobbies and pastimes you enjoy when the water is frozen. Your
club membership, not unlike your GLAA membership, comes with more than just a place to moor your boat.
It’s time to say hello!

Rob Feeney
Sailing AL30 #591
'Kaithlyn”
rfjfeeney@gmail.com
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Goodbye, Summer.
We seem to have gone from summer directly to winter, with only a very short detour
along the way. As liveaboards we are acutely aware of how quickly the cold has come, since
we need to be ready for it to be comfortable in it. We did manage to get our winter cover up in good time
despite delays caused by the wind and the rain (we've had more of those than we'd like). A winter cover is
essential for preventing the moisture that develops where warm air meets cold fibreglass; on sunny days it
provides warmth and at night or when the clouds linger overhead the air gap it provides reduces
condensation.
Inside the boat the annual clutter of winter coats and boots and mitts
and hats developed rapidly, leading to thoughts of getting rid of yet
more 'stuff' and rearranging what we have left. The only problem is
we're not sure which stuff, and all that rearranging takes time. It will
probably have to wait until the Christmas holidays. And for some
reason the books that live in the corner across from where we sit are
increasing in number too...
There are still a lot of geese around the park and marina and they
leave the evidence of their stay wherever there is easy access to
grass and water and not too many people around at night. We see it
on docks and grass and paths. The swans, adults and cygnets, have
been swimming through the marina during the day looking for food
and calm water. The cygnets, born this year, are big birds now and
are losing their grey plumage. We have glimpsed a mink running
along a dock in his thick winter coat – he is prepared too. Gulls and
pigeons are still sharing the space by the public launch ramp in the
park where the ducks prefer to gather in the water.
Fall is a stormy season; the wind has blown, the rain has fallen, the winter
surfers have made their appearance in the bay to the west of us on days
when the waves are rolling in and breaking against the shore. Those
waves are helping move the small stones that were put against the berm
outside the marina, the ones that are supposed to form a gradually sloping
'beach' where erosion was eating the land away. There is a slope
developing as the water licks up under those at the top and pulls away
those below until the tops tumbles down. Here's hoping it's all developing
as they thought it would.
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other and it is hard to walk through them as
we go to check on boats for friends who are not around.
People come and go in the south yard, putting covers on
and winterizing and generally setting their boats up for
the season to come. Some are new to the marina,
refugees from the closing of another yard. Most are
familiar faces.
The dogs still walk and play along the berm. The black
cat that was over by the fixed docks along the inside of
the berm has followed the boats that moved from there
to their winter berths. The leaves have drifted off most of
the trees and they lift their bare branches to the sky. Winter is
coming...
Richard and Margaret Mair
A30 Into The Blue
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Got a story to tell?
Here are a few ideas to fan the
flames of inspiration:
What maintenance projects have you done
on your Alberg?
How did it go? Did everything come together
as you hoped or did you run into any
problems?
Share your maintenance experience.
When did you first discover sailing?
When did you first discover Albergs?

What's the longest/biggest/scariest/most difficult/most
fun/most (pick your own adjective and place here) trip or adventure
you have had on your Alberg?
Tell us the story.

Any misadventures you might care to share in your sailing experience?
Help me keep your newsletters informative and fun by sharing a story or two.
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ALBERG 30 BOAT HISTORY
A Listing of Alberg 30 vessels by hull number is now located on our website at <alberg.ca>.
This list was originally maintained by Mike Lehman of the Chesapeake Bay Alberg 30 Association, our sister (partner?)
organisation in the Annapolis, Maryland area. It is now administered by Jonathan Bresler who is also associated with the
Chesapeake group. Our thanks to both for their efforts to build and maintain this important piece of history for everyone.
Check out the spreadsheet online by following the link from our home page <alberg.ca> .
Locate your own Alberg 30 hull number on the list.

If you find that there is any information that is incorrect or missing, please
notify the commodore. It is important that we continue to add any additional
information we can locate to ensure the accuracy and significance of this
document and continue the Alberg legacy.

10

GLAA

Winter 2019

Join or Renew
online!
Visit
alberg.ca
and select the
membership tab
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OUR GLAA PARTNERS

Click on any of these ads at the bottom of our web home page to go to the vendor websites.
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WHO DUNNIT??
Ever wanted to take on a new project on your Alberg where there was ... let's call it
a bit of a learning curve? Or have you ever needed to get something fixed or
adjusted on your boat and not really been sure who could do it for you or where
you could get information on how to do it yourself? Well, this is the place to ask
your questions and reach out to other Alberg owners for the right answers.

THIS IS THE PLACE TO FIND OUT ...
WHO DUNNIT?
We all own very similar boats so, if you have come up against a task that needs
doing and want to find out how to do it, send us your questions and we'll reach out to the Alberg owners'
community to get the answers you need.

Knots, Ropes and Hitches
Anyone can tie a knot
but, knowing the correct knot for each situation
can save time, reduce wear on equipment, and even save lives.

A few months ago, we received an e-mail telling us of a young man named Adam who had come
across our website while working on a school project about the British “Age of Discovery.” This has led
Adam to a fascination with sailing, maritime history, and boating in general. One thing in particular that
caught his eye while surfing the inter-web was an article on the various knots that are commonly used in
sailing and boating.
After reading about Adam’s experience and interest, I thought it might be good to do an introductory
article on knots and ropes. In this installment, I won’t go beyond a few simple basics but I’ll include some
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helpful and informative links that I’ve come across over the years that demonstrate how to tie each and
every knot you’ll ever need for every purpose from holding a reef in your mainsail to tying a canoe on to the
roof racks of your car.
If you’re a lifelong sailor, this series of articles will be a nice review with, perhaps, a few tidbits of
information you didn’t know before. If you are new to sailing and boating like our new friend Adam, I hope
you’ll find this information helpful going forward.
First things first.
It’s important to know the proper names of things.
Why?
Because you never know who you’ll have onboard.
If the language is clear, precise and common to all, every task is easier.
A good knot is easy to tie, easy to untie, secure and reliable.
Think about this the next time it’s your turn to go up the mast in the bosun’s chair.

Categories of Knots
A KNOT ties a rope to itself
A HITCH ties a rope to another object

A BEND ties a rope to another rope
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In some cases, these designations describe what a specific knot, bend, or hitch is for. In other cases, this
helps us to understand what the rope can and can’t do.
It also tells us what we need to form or create the knot.
For a knot, we only need the one piece of rope.
For a bend, we need another rope
and for a hitch, we need an object to tie the rope onto.
In each case we are talking about what we need to maintain the integrity of the knot.
The easiest example of a KNOT is the reef knot, also known as the square knot. It takes its name from its
original function which was to quickly tie off a reef in the sail.
When you look at the picture, it appears that the reef knot could
just as easily be tied with two separate ropes but that would be a
potentially hazardous error. The reef knot must not be used to
hold two separate ropes together. It is not strong enough under
pressure and tension and can easily come apart. It’s a quick way
to tie a knot in a hurry that will not be under undue stress but
definitely not to be used in any weight-bearing or life safety
situation.

Used in sailing for countless generations, the BOWLINE
KNOT creates a fixed, non adjustable loop. This one is often
referred to as simply the bowline but that’s not correct. The
proper name is bowline knot. Why does it matter? Because
the name is descriptive. Because it is a “KNOT,” we know that
it is created by tying the rope to itself. We don’t need another
rope and we don’t necessarily need the object it’s going to be
tied to. The “bowline” referred to in the name is actually a part
of the rigging of a traditional sailing ship and is what the
bowline knot would be fastened to for holding the sails under
the tremendous pressures exerted on them by the wind.
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The Clove hitch is a
quick and easy way to lash
something off to a railing or stanchion
onboard but is not intended for permanent
use or for any life safety situation. Under constant
pressure, it will hold well but that’s the problem. If
the pressure exerted on the other end of this rope
is going to shift and change, this knot can easily
work its way loose. Like the reef knot, it’s best
avoided where safety concerns are an issue but, if
you’re solo sailing and need to hold something
steady in a hurry (like your boat to the dock) this is
the knot you want to have in your repertoire.
Strangely enough, my background in knots precedes my background in sailing by a few decades. I
was teaching a class in rope safety and knots back in the ‘90s and have to admit that, when I took my first
basic sailing course in 2011, I was wincing at some of the knotwork the sailing instructor was demonstrating.
He caught me trying to show the other students more effective and functional tying techniques behind his
back more than once!
In future editions, we’ll expand on what has begun here. Working with ropes and knots can be as
much fun as it is practical. Time spent practicing knots is always time well spent and time learning or
advancing a skill is never time wasted.
Here are a few links, as promised, that I have found very helpful and even fun over the years:
“Animated Knots by Grog” is by leaps and bounds my favourite knot website. It’s clear and
consice and there’s even an available App for your cellphone. You can slow down the animated examples to
see every step in detail. I’ve been using this and passing it along to students for years.
https://www.animatedknots.com
Here is the link our friend Adam sent us. What I liked about this site is that it got into the proper
identification of things on and around a ship right away. As a solo sailor, I know how easy it is to forget
proper nomenclature on your own boat. This just makes life all the more difficult when you find yourself part
of a crew or trying to explain what you want or need done to a “newbie” onboard.
https://www.hmy.com/a-scouts-guide-to-boating-knots
The American Sailing Association website has lots of solid information and links. On this page, it gives
directions on how to tie three very simple but very useful knots used in sailing and boating. The video
descriptions are very helpful and done at a pace that is easy to follow and copy.
https://asa.com/news/2013/04/03/sailing-knots/
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FOR THIS EDITION OF
WHO DUNNIT,
WE ARE INTRODUCING
SOMETHING NEW.

‘FROM THE GALLEY’
I have to admit that, when it comes to food and beverages on my boat, I lack both patience and
imagination; Especially patience.
Whenever I invite a new crop of landlubbers on to Kaithlyn for the day, they invariably show up with a picnic
basket full of goodies
and wine
and wine glasses.
The first words out of my mouth are usually something akin to this:
“Oh my goodness! This is wonderful! Thank you so much!“
What I’m really thinking is more like this:
“What the f#@* do you think this is? A booze cruise?!?!
There’s work to be done and it’s going to be done at about a 25° heel if we’re lucky so
take your f@#*#@ picnic basket and put it back on shore before I heave it into the lake!“
Here’s the thing. For me sailing is still new. It’s sport,
adventure, frustration, panic and pure bliss in equal measure.
I haven’t been doing it long enough, or well enough for that
matter, to even begin to think about what food can be served
on board a moving vessel and what food can be prepared on
board short of a few basic staples that don’t come out of the
lockers in the galley until the boat is safely moored.
All that said, I’m open and willing to learn. I believe that a
good sailor is a sailor who can prepare a reasonable meal
with all the limitations of a small galley; Even a galley where
headroom only happens when the hatch is open.
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So let’s hear about your adventures in the maritime culinary arts.
Whether you’re a livaboard or a weekend sailor, I want to know not only what you are cooking but
how you manage to do so within the confines of your Alberg sailboat. And tell us about your galley. What
equipment do you carry? What galley essentials do you stock?

Let us know what’s on the menu
besides rice, ramen noodles and Kraft Dinner!

DROP US AN EMAIL AND SHARE
YOUR ADVICE
albergcanada@gmail.com
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GLAA RACING REPORT
GLAA Racing for the 2019 Season
Save these dates!
Syronelle Cup International Challenge 2019
The National Yacht Club will once again be hosting and we are confirmed for June 21st – 23 rd, 2019
We are looking for loaner boats for our American visiting teams!
GLAA Great Lakes Championship 2019
Hosted by the National Yacht Club on August 24th, 2019
The Rankin Memorial International Regatta 2019
Hosted by our sister association in the Chesapeake Bay area of Maryland
The weekend for this autumn race will be posted in the calendar once it has been confirmed.
This one is always a bit of a logistical challenge since the best weekends down there are, unfortunately, the
best weekends for end of season haulout up here.

Marc Decorte
GLAA Racing
A30 #624 'SAM'
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GLAA CRUISING REPORT
I am addressing this particular message to our members who checked off the ‘interested in cruising’ box on
the membership application/renewal form. It is my hope that it will encourage you to make your views known
to your Executive.
Over the past few years, I and other members of the Executive have made a number of proposals concerning
GLAA cruising plans and utilized the GLAA newsletter, website calendar and e-blasts to broadcast the details
to GLAA members. The lack of response we received was disappointing. Going into 2019 the Association is
still without a Director of Cruising. Until another member volunteers to fill the Executive vacancy, your
Executive will do their best to cover off the responsibilities of this directorship in addition to their own. The
Executive will once again be encouraging members to organize weekend cruises and invite other Alberg
sailors to join in the fun. Just send me a short note with a few details and I will happily blast it out to the
members on your behalf!
If you feel that you are no longer able to race or take long cruises, why not consider sharing some of your
experience by writing an article to share in the newsletter (and website) with other Alberg sailors. If you have
gone on a few weekend cruises and are considering taking your Alberg on a long distance summer cruise
(or beyond), many of our members would be happy to share some of their cruising experience to help make
your cruise more enjoyable and less stressful...and may even join up along the way with their boats.
The Alberg 30 is one of the most successful cruising-racing boats ever built. Carl Alberg designed these boats
extremely well and Kurt Hansen built them well. The GLAA has grown over the years from having an almost
entirely A30 membership to, in more recent years, welcoming ALL Alberg-designed sailboats owned by
members who enjoy cruising, racing or both. The GLAA has been adapting to meet the needs of this growth
and, as such, your Executive will continue to need your input!! Your activities in the Association would protect
the investment in your boat by ensuring the Alberg remains a strong and viable class of cruiser-racer.
I invite everyone to make their views known to your Executive. Let us know how your Association can serve
you better!!

Cathie Coultis
Commodore, GLAA
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’Running Free’
An update from Chris Borgal on his Alberg 37

Since acquiring Running Free from Fred Mayerhofer a few years ago, I have been bringing Running
Free up to scratch. Fred was unable to maintain Running Free for a few years due to declining health and,
as he was a past Commodore of QCYC and Honorary Commodore due to his work at the club, many wanted
her to stay there. My arm was twisted to obtain her (I restore buildings as an architect and my family has a
couple of centuries of sailing, boat building, and fishing on the east coast).
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With help from friends, her teak decks were stripped of several layers of peeling Cetol and then coated with
Semco which leaves a natural grey finish on weathering. All of the topsides brightwork (save for the
intricate carved work which is this year’s project) have been taken down to the teak and coated with 6 coats
of two part Bristol finish. The plastic lazarette vents and dorade vents have been replaced with bright
stainless vents. Halyards have been replaced with black Spectra lines to reduce the banging of the former
metal ones along with the roller furling line (black and yellow to match the hull colour). The toe-rails are
being caulked this winter with black caulking and the trim strip just below will be black instead of white this
spring to sharpen up the look.
All of the canvas, including the boom cover, winch covers, genoa sock, and dodger has been replaced
with bright yellow sunbrella with black trim.
A new water heater has been added to the cabin (narrow design which tucks in nicely in the jog in
the quarter berth with the plumbing fittings right there); new wiring, LED lights to replace the original cabin
lights; and a new stove top. The galley counter will be next year’s project. Altogether, she looks much
better now than a few years ago.
To make her go better, Running Free now also has three head sails ; a lightweight genoa/drifter; a
mid-weight genoa almost new (acquired from Gone With the Wind A37 last year); and an X-Drive UK genoa
for mid to heavy weather. A new X-drive main was also added last year. The sails have improved the
performance of an already quick boat. She was first in division in the Susan Hood race this past spring (15
hour race of 89 miles) and in the Short Handed 100 mile race in the summer (26 hours); and in the club’s
women’s skippers race as well. In no race during last summer did she place less than second in class. In
the Short Handed 100, for instance, over 50 boats started in all classes, over 40 finished, and, as best I can
determine, only a half dozen boats of all classes and ratings (including spinnaker) were ahead of us at the
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finish. She therefore won 4 trophies in 2018 (I am bragging on behalf of the boat and
my great crews!) with at least one more awards banquet to come . . . .
Unfortunately, the engine has now presented some problems as of late summer (possible blown head
gasket and a leak at the rear main seal) so I am working over the winter to determine whether this means
repairs or replacement. I had originally contemplated changing her hull colour from yellow to black (with
gold trim) in homage to my family's schooners on the east coast but, I have since learned that she is
famous on Lake Ontario both for Freddy’s incredible carved teak and as “the Yellow Boat” - so yellow she
will remain. A great boat in all conditions.

Chris Borgal
Vice Commodore
Queen City Yacht Club
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Maggy Fields IV and magnetic fields.

I was rather surprised at the Great Lakes Alberg
Association AGM in January, when a long term member
asked how my recently sold Alberg 37 had come to be
named Maggy Fields IV. Having been in the Alberg
Association for over 20 years, I thought I must have
told everyone how she was named, but I guess not.
Actually all my boats were Maggy Fields, because I was
in the business of magnet distribution and
manufacturing. You have probably seen my magnets
holding signs on taxi roofs, holding tow truck lights,
magnetic badge holders worn by your local bank
employees, and the magnetically regulated cream and
sugar dispensing machines at Tim Horton’s. The range
of industrial magnet applications was nearly unlimited.
I worked with magnetic fields, so the boat
became Maggy Fields. I thought the name had a touch
of a burlesque as well, which suited my irreverent
curmudgeonly ways. My US partner liked the name so
well he named his cat Maggy Fields. I have had the
name Maggy Fields on a DS-16, Paceship 23, Alberg 30
and Alberg 37, the last two being my favourites of course. Imagine my surprise when, about 5 years ago,
returning to my dock after a great day sailing, a new EYC member introduced herself as Maggie Field. I
said, “How dare you steal my boat name?”, but she claims she had it first. That is not an issue anymore as
her and her husband have been cruising in the Med for several years on their Corbin 39. Had I known
Maggie years earlier, I have no idea what I would have named my boats.
The point of my writing for the newsletter was to tell about a few weird magnetic anomalies I have
come across in sailing. In my first season with the Alberg 37, I was out on a hot sunny day sailing along at
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3-4 knots in a gentle breeze, with the Autohelm in charge. Absolutely
idyllic sailing, but the flies were driving me crazy. I thought I had found the ideal place
to keep my fly spray; in the teak cabinet on the inside of the bulkhead beside the
companionway. I grabbed the can to attack the flies and my boat did an immediate 90 degree turn and left
me hove to. Hey, magnet guy, you should have known better than that. The steel can was within inches of
the Autohelm control head with its built-in compass on the outside of the same bulkhead. The Autohelm had
compensated for the presence of the steel can when I set the course, but the removal of the can was what
caused the mayhem.
A steel item does not need to be magnetized to affect a compass; what it does is naturally
concentrate the earth’s magnetic field and appears to the compass as a closer magnet. After that the fly
spray cans were kept under the settee. Another magnetic anomaly I noticed on the A37 was that I the
magnetic field from starter current would throw the Autohelm wildly off course, so I would have to put it on
standby while starting the engine. About 10 years ago I replaced the worn out wheel unit with a Simrad
which worked fine with the Autohelm control head, except that there was a slight difference in motor size,
and it messed up my compass adjustment. There was a professional compass adjuster in the Port Credit
area who bought tiny alnico magnets from me for his compass work, but I never did bother with getting the
compass properly adjusted as I relied on the GPS as backup.
In 2008, when I was going down the Erie Canal I went
through a steel bridge with the Autohelm on and it gave me a
sudden hard left turn. I caught the wheel quickly enough to
avoid hitting anything, but after that I stuck with manual
steering going under bridges. I remember years ago reading a
comment in a sailing story about the wicked currents under
bridges, but I wonder if they were experiencing the same thing;
it was possibly a magnetic anomaly, not current.
After my Autohelm experience, I watched the compass as I
went through bridges, and on some bridges there was a big
compass change, and on some there was nothing. The bridges
were all of similar designs in steel, so what could be the
difference? In the evening I took a look at the charts and, sure
enough, the bridges which caused the compass swing were all
oriented roughly North/South, and the ones with no compass
swing were oriented East/West. The bridges were
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concentrating the earth’s magnetic field and acting like a large bar
magnet with North and South poles on the ends. The shape factor was very
critical with steel magnets; they had to be long and narrow to work, which is why the
East/West bridges were not collecting a noticeable field.
In the early days of magnets, like model T magnetos, the steel magnets were bent into a ‘horseshoe’
shape in order to get the two poles on one face in order to do some useful work. All modern magnet
materials work best in short broad shapes with steel pole plates to direct the lines of force where they are
needed. The overall rule in the magnet design business is that, no matter what you hope for, the magnetic
field will always take the path of least resistance. The rule is very simple, but the execution can be very
tricky.

So there you have the story of
magnetic fields and Maggy Fields IV.
Fair winds,
Gord Martin
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