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COMMODORE’S CORNER
This has been, shall we say, a very unusual sailing summer.
In the spring many of us did not have access to our boats (we liveaboards did not have to face this particular
disruption). When finally clubs and marinas were allowed to open up in early summer, many Association members
scrambled to get their boats ready for launch, and others decided to keep theirs on the hard. There were new rules to
follow, there were changes to be aware of, things felt odd and disjointed. It took a while for racing to resume, in a
very different form, with limits on participants and rules about who could be on the boat. Some marinas and clubs
finally opened to visiting boats, usually with new rules and restrictions. Sailing seemed as normal as it could be, given
the circumstances.
And now, September is behind us, the weather is changing and this too-short sailing season is coming to an end. If
you are like us, those of us in the water or able to crew are scrambling to fit as much in as we can before boats are
hauled, the docks grow emptier, and this summer becomes a strange memory. Through all of this there is one thing I
have learned - we can do this, whatever this is, even if it takes an injection of creativity and persistence to find ways
to keep sailing and doing what we love.
We owe a large debt of gratitude to those who organized and negotiated behind the scenes and helped develop the
framework for re-opening, organizations like Sail Canada and, here, Ontario Sailing as well as officers at individua
clubs. They were the ones who assessed the situation and developed protocols that were acceptable to the various
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government bodies, provincial and local, within which sailors could do the things they love.
I wonder what stories we will tell when we look back with the perfect vision granted by hindsight? What
will we store away in our memories and return to again and again? I’m sure you have your own tales to tell, and
I hope as time passes you will share the Alberg stories with us.
I know I will remember how hard people worked to allow us to do what we love, and all the changes we have made
to get to this point safely. And as I look ahead I hope that we can continue to enjoy the things that we love, even if we
do things differently.
Whatever the future holds, in the words of Bonnie Henry: Be kind, be calm and be safe.

Margaret Mair, Your Commodore
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2020 GLAA Executive
Richard Mair

John Kitchener

Margaret Mair

Jeff Willis

Kris Coward

Rob Feeney

There are still vacant positions on the GLAA Board of Directors.
The time commitment is minimal when everybody shares the work and it's very a social
atmosphere. Board meetings usually happen quarterly in addition to the Annual General
Meeting each January.
If you have some time to spare and would like to play a more active role in your association,
contact us using this email address:
albergcanada@gmail.com
Help keep your organisation ... well... organised!
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A SPECIAL MESSAGE FROM THE COMMODORE
Our GLAA/AlbergCanada Email Group
As we have adjusted and re-adjusted to a world affected by COVID-19, I’ve wondered how we can be and stay
in touch with one another when the simple act of meeting face-to-face has become a difficult dance. I’ve been on
Zoom and appreciated the chance to at least see and hear others, but Zoom is demanding – it has all the qualities of
an arranged meeting, but not all the benefits. Other ways to meet depend on different platforms that not everyone
has or wants access to. An email group that is customizable and accessible to anyone with an email address seems
the best solution – but how would I find a site that was accessible, did not rely on choosing to use a particular
platform such as Facebook, preserved privacy and was easy to use? By asking around, as it turned out.
Brian Matthews recommended Groups.io. Since then, in the bits of time I’ve had between changing family
responsibilities and weekend racing, I’ve been looking through the site, setting up a space for us, trying to learn how
it works. Now it’s time to invite you to join us there (and there’s already a question from Rob, looking for
recommendations for someone to do some work on his boat, that you may have an answer to).
So in the next couple of days I will be sending out individual invitations to each member of our group to join the
GLAA/AlbergCanada group on groups.io. Things may change as we go along, but in the beginning:
I will send an invitation to join the group by email to each member.
Once you receive your email you can join simply by hitting reply. When you do that I will approve your request to
join the group (as we progress it will be up to the current Commodore or web person to approve new
members).
As soon as you are approved you can sign in to the group, and:
create as much or as little of a profile as you would like and leave your first message. I will approve that first
message as soon as I am notified it is there, and after that you will be free to create and respond to posts without
needing approval.
You can also set up your email preferences by going to Subscription and choosing how (or whether) you want to
receive emails from the group. The choices range from getting all new posts to choosing what topics you are
interested in to getting a digest of recent posts or a daily summary – or no emails at all, and you can change your
choices whenever you want to.
Please let me know if you encounter any difficulties, and please be patient as I learn to navigate this along with
you.
I hope you’ll enjoy this physically distanced, geographically inclusive, informal way of talking about these boats that brought us
together, asking questions, sharing stories and knowledge and helping each other in the way that sailors do.
Looking forward to seeing you there!
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Membership
We would like to take this opportunity to welcome a few new members to the GLAA.

Pat Lymburner, Sailing the Alberg 30 #410; 'MYNX2'
out of
the Port Credit Yacht Club
and

Philip Davies, Sailing Alberg 30 #306: 'Bedevind'
out of
the Maple Bay Yacht Club
near Duncan, British Columbia

Welcome aboard to you both and to your crews as well.
May you have fair winds and calm waters...
Unless you want to have more fun than that
then, just wait for a blustery day and go for it!
Your Alberg can handle it!
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Join or Renew
online!
Visit
alberg.ca
and select the
membership tab
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DIRECTORS REPORTS
Web Administration &
Newsletter Editor
Rob Feeney
Anybody know a reliable mechanic in the neighbourhood?
The sailing season of 2020, such as it was, is now almost behind us. Those of us who were fortunate enough to
find their boats in the water are either making preparations for or have already pulled them back out into dry dock for a
long winter sleep.
For some of us, this season was more of a letdown as we wrestled with whether or not to put our boats in the
water at all under the very restrictive and somewhat scary circumstances that began with the COVID-19 lockdown in
March. But, as a wise person said at some point this year; “Sailing is the ultimate in social distancing.”
Yeah. I’m gonna go with that.
As it turned out, this year was made even more complicated by a distinct shortage of dependable boat
mechanics in the area. Kaithlyn stayed on the hard all summer long because some very necessary maintenance work
that was promised within two weeks was left untouched for five. And then another month after that passed before I
finally just asked for the return of my keys. This is the third time I’ve run into this kind of nonsense with hiring
“professionals” to take care of my Alberg and, as it turns out, there appear to be no other options locally that I can find.
Up until these last two seasons, I’ve never had a problem. Mike and Shane at Harbour Marine took good care of
Kaithlyn from the day I brought her to Hamilton in 2011. But when the City of Hamilton decided to shut down and
move the Harbour West dry dock and storage facility to a new location, they elected, in their wisdom, not to allow
Harbour Marine to make the move as well and their thriving business was effectively shut down.
This left, I’m sure, a great number of local boaters without regular access to marine mechanical and repair
services and, when the City also shut down MacDonald Marine, they left even more boaters without local expertise.
This particular move also shut down the only year-round liveaboard docks in the whole of the Hamilton Harbour basin.
(The Royal Hamilton Yacht Club has since picked up the slack and expanded liveaboard availability … much to the
chagrin of City Hall, apparently).
So here I am; stuck without anyone to work on my boat, not to mention no real options should a mechanical
emergency come up. Previous to 2020, I usually couldn’t do the work myself because of limited time. This year it was
health issues that made it impossible even though I was off work for most of the spring and early summer.
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It’s nobody’s fault. There’s just too much work and not enough people to do it. Although I
could do with an honest “Sorry. We haven’t got time,” rather that the broken promises some people seem to
think are more appropriate. It’s demoralising to say the least.
But now I have the whole winter to figure this out. All that’s left to do is pull the unused batteries … again,
put her in a big baggie and research, research research until spring.
Like I said; Anybody know a good mechanic?

Call me!
Rob Feeney,
Sailing (Ostensibly) 'Kaithlyn' AL30 #591
rfjfeeney@gmail.com

This is the most action my baby saw
all this summer.

I dropped by for a visit
and she was so excited,
she peed a little!
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Got a story to tell?
Here are a few ideas to fan
the flames of inspiration:
What maintenance projects have you done on your
Alberg?
How did it go? Did everything come together as
you hoped or did you run into any problems?
Share your maintenance experience.
When did you first discover sailing?
When did you first discover Albergs?

What's the longest/biggest/scariest/most difficult/most fun/most
(pick your own adjective and place here) trip or adventure you
have had on your Alberg?
Tell us the story.

Any misadventures you might care to share in your sailing experience?
Help me keep your newsletters informative and fun by sharing a story or two.
Forward submissions referencing the GLAA Newsletter to: rfjfeeney@gmail.com
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ALBERG 30 BOAT HISTORY
A Listing of Alberg 30 vessels by hull number is now located on our website at <alberg.ca>.
This list was originally maintained by Mike Lehman of the Chesapeake Bay Alberg 30 Association, our sister (partner?)
organisation in the Annapolis, Maryland area. It is now administered by Jonathan Bresler who is also associated with the
Chesapeake group. Our thanks to both for their efforts to build and maintain this important piece of history for everyone.
Check out the spreadsheet online by copying and following this link.
https://albergcanada.files.wordpress.com/2017/12/a30boathistory-20171008.xlsx
You can also find the link on our home page at Alberg.ca.
Locate your own Alberg 30 hull number on the list.

If you find that there is any information that is incorrect or missing, please
notify the commodore. It is important that we continue to add any additional
information we can locate to ensure the accuracy and significance of this
document and continue the Alberg legacy.
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WHO DUNNIT??
Ever wanted to take on a new project on your Alberg where there was ... let's call it a
bit of a learning curve? Or have you ever needed to get something fixed or
adjusted on your boat and not really been sure who could do it for you or where
you could get information on how to do it yourself? Well, this is the place to ask
your questions and reach out to other Alberg owners for the right answers.

THIS IS THE PLACE TO FIND OUT ...
WHO DUNNIT?
We all own very similar boats so, if you have come up against a task that needs
doing and want to find out how to do it, send us your questions and we'll reach out to the Alberg owners'
community to get the answers you need.

WE ARE ALWAYS EAGER FOR CONTRIBUTIONS!
AND NEW CONTRIBUTORS!
Every subject is welcome from cleaning the bilge to cooking a meal.

DROP US AN EMAIL AND SHARE
YOUR ADVICE
albergcanada@gmail.com

or
rfjfeeney@gmail.com
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'RUNNING FREE'
THANKS VERY MUCH TO CHRIS BORGAL
FOR SHARING MORE STORIES ABOUT LIFE WITH HIS ALBERG 37, 'RUNNING FREE.'

In our spring edition this year. we ran an article by Chris Borgal detailing his adventures aboard his Alberg 37,
'Running Free'. The letter below, from Chris, details more of what he has learned about Running Free and her
generational presence on the Toronto waterfront.

From Chris:
"I was chatting with one of my pals at Queen City Yacht Club a few days ago and he mentioned a book he has with a
picture of Toronto and a yellow sailboat on the cover. He was wondering if it might have been Running Free. I had a
look and sure enough, the boat colour matches (it is not the original colour as Fred had it repainted after a prang not
many years after he bought it), the dodger colour matches the one I recently replaced, the horseshoe buoy on the
stern rail matches, and there’s Freddy Mayerhofer (the original owner until I bought it 5 years ago) on the bow with
other crew. The book, with a primarily archeological bent, was edited by an old friend of mine and I will let him know
the boat which I now own figured in this image - the picture was likely taken in the 1990’s. Image of the cover is
below . . .

The book was published around 2008 and only a few copies are now
available on Amazon. It starts with the pre- history of Toronto including
geologic information, then through the native occupations and follows on
through the “contact” period with Europeans, settlement, and history up
to the 21st century. Ron Williamson was the owner of ASI
(Archaeological Services Inc.) and appeared on TV and other media
over his career. ASI is the largest archaeological firm in Ontario. I
worked with Ron and his staff off and on over many years so was
delighted to see this connection when told about it last week. Ron is now
retired.
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As to RF, I decided not to put the club members to
the work of launching her this year due to COVID but a lot more
boats at the club were launched than originally antificipated. She is not sitting there forlorn, however, as I am using the
layup to refurbish some of her carvings - picture attached of last weekend’s work on the coaming which seems a bit
odd (flowers and butterflies) but makes sense when one understands that Freddy’s wife Inga was an avid gardener.
Thus, last weekend, I was working on Inga’s “garden".
Also one of the now re-finished medieval fish either side of the main
hatchway which was carefully cleaned, all prevoius coatings
removed with a Dremel and carving tools then refinished with 6
coats of Epiphanes varnish."

Chris Borgal, A37 'Running Free'

Many thanks to Chris for his continuing updates
on 'Running Free,' a beautiful piece of Alberg
history.
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CRUISING &
RACING REPORT
GLAA Alberg 30
Racing & Cruising 2020

Syonelle Cup International Challenge 2020
Regrettably the Syronelle was canceled due
to the Covid 19 pandemic

Rankin Memorial Regatta Autumn, Annually
Hosted by the Chesapeake Bay Alberg 30
Association
out of the Potapskut Sailing Association on
the Magothy River

Due to the ongoing COVID-19 pandemic, the Rankin Regatta, which we hoped would be able to go ahead
as tentatively planned, might still happen. Unfortunately, the predicted second wave is upon us and it is
not the wave we hoped for.
Looking forward to 2021 with high hopes that this global crisis will be behind us all.

15

GLAA

Autumn 2020

GLAA Great Lakes Championship 2020

On the weekend of August 22nd,
The National Yacht Club once again welcomed
the GLAA for the one race we were able to run
this season. Although only a limited number
of boats were able to participate, it did not
take away from everyone's ability to enjoy the
day.
In the true spirit of 2020, John Kitchener put some distance between 'Jazz' and the other contenders
to take first place.

'Gemini' with Phil Birkenheier at the helm, prudently and appropriately came in second at least 2
metres behind the lead boat and 'Into The Blue' with the lifelong team of Richard and Margaret Mair in
command, rounded up the winners' circle with a very respectable and socially responsible third place finish.
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BUILDING AN ELECTRIC
MOTOR FOR 'CANDY CANE'
KRIS COWARD (PART 2 OF 3; MATCHING A NEW FRAME)
So because of the space constraints inside the old
frame (and also because availability of suitably
sized pieces of metal is sometimes a factor in what
I build with), I opted to make the new frame out of
3×8′′ rectangular tubing with a 3/16′′ wall (instead of
the 3×6′′ — same wall thickness — that the old frame
had been made out of). Even if I’d stuck with the
smaller box, the new frame would still have started
with a reminder of why I was reluctant to start over
until the old frame was truly unworkable: facing is
a slow and tedious operation.

A fresh piece of rectangular tubing like
this:
needs to be shimmed on the first side
(so it won’t bend when clamped or rock
on the table when it’s being machined),
loosely aligned (I was facing with a fly
cutter that had an effective diameter
just large enough to cover the face of
the tube in 2 passes — but only if the
workpiece was reasonably well-aligned)
and clamped down.
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Because I didn’t want to take off too much material, it was
necessary (at least once the cutting was starting to get going) to take more shallow
cuts, rather than fewer deep cuts. I knew how much shimming the workpiece had required
(about 0.045′′ on both sides), and had zeroed the Z-axis on the machine to the middle of
an end of the tube (which is normally where high points occur), and taken a fairly
high-speed (manual) pass at a depth where I didn’t expect any cutting to occur, just
to make sure I had indeed zeroed to a high point. And then I still only lowered the
tool something like 0.020′′ on my first pass (because I’m a masochist with time to
waste):

Pretty early on, I figured
out that I should run the the
mill manually at the proper
feed rate (about 1.1′′ per
minute (ipm)) until it
stopped cutting, then crank
the speed up to about 30ipm,
drive it forward until it started to cut, back it off to just before where it started
to cut, and then finish the pass at the proper speed under CNC control (and do this
for both directions).
Even with early, more aggressive cut depths, this was still a huge time-saver for a
few passes ... Though not for too many passes!
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Eventually, I had a flat enough face to work with, and could flip the tube
over and do it all over again
(well without the shimming) to face the other side and have proper surfaces to mount
hardware to.

Following this, I drilled in the bolt holes for the bearing flanges. Because I hadn’t
yet figured out that I should move away from self-aligning bearings, I instead took
great care to make sure that the bolt holes on the fore and aft faces lined up very
precisely with each other, and used bolts presenting little enough slack that the
proper hole placement could make sure the transfer shaft’s axis of rotation was square
to the frame faces (and therefore also parallel to the motor shaft’s axis). If you’re
making a similar project, don’t waste your time repeating my mistake; just use a
flange mounted bearing with an axis of rotation square to the flange face by virtue of
its construction (i.e. nearly any non-self-aligning flange bearing).

Once the bearing mounting holes were in place, I use them to scribe in where the motor
shaft would go — on both sides of the frame. The reason for this is that I wanted to
put access ports on the front of the frame, lining up with the bolt holes and the
shaft, through which I could insert tools to tighten the bushing screws (the one
lining up with the prop shaft), and to tighten down the motor bolts (through the other
4 holes). The bolt tightening holes became important because the motor would be
secured with the belt under tension, which meant that the belt and pulley would get in
the way of using open-ended wrenches for the bottom two bolts (also being able to spin
a socket wrench around without having to worry about its handle hitting the sides of
the frame). So I milled rectangular holes into the front face: the hole over the motor
shaft was about as wide as the motor pulley (in what would be the horizontal
direction, once mounted), and since the bolts for the motor had 12mm head, the hole
over the bolt holes was about 1/2′′ wider than the outside of my long 12mm socket.

19

GLAA

Autumn 2020

To allow for adjustment, of motor position, all the holes were 1′′ taller than they
were wide (the centre position for these holes corresponded to the distance between
shafts that would reasonably closely fit the 30′′ belt I already had from my previous
version, so I could get maximum adjustment in both directions). In the end, this
yielded a front face that looked like this:
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I then repeated the operation for the aft face, except that instead of the width
of the centre hole being around the width of the pulley, it was 1′′(for a 7/8′′ shaft, to
allow some clearance), and the width on the bolt holes was approximately the nominal
size of the bolts. Again, all the holes were an inch longer than they were wide:

After cleaning up, you can see the fore face, and the slots of the aft face
through it.
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This done, I then took a hole saw
(one larger than I needed, but it was what
I had handy) and used it to cut holes for
the transfer shaft (oversized enough that
alow clearance for a seated 3/16′′ key in a
keyway in the shaft) at the centre point
between the bearing bolt holes. On the
forward face I cut an additional hole about
an inch higher to ensure I could access the
bushing screws once the bearing was removed (unfortunately, I couldn’t guarantee this
without having the hole move past where the bearing flange would cover it up, so
there’s a bit of opening in the forward face of the fully-assembled motor

I also placed the controller over the access holes on the front face, and used
that position first to place holes for the screws to mount the controller to the
frame. Then after degreasing the fully machined frame, I applied masking tape around
where I expected the edges of the controller to go, screwed in the controller, and
used a knife to cut the masking tape along the edges of the controller. Removing the
surplus tape, I was then able to fill in the rest of the space where the controller
would go with more tape, and paint the frame (liberally because it’s made of steel and
going on a boat). I felt it was important to keep the metal bare under the controller
because the controlled looked very much like it was designed to use the machinery it
was mounted to as a bit of a heat sink, and I’d be applying a thermally conductive
anti-seize compound when doing its final installation. Here’s what the frame looked
like with the frame applied (i.e. basically finished):
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And at this point, it’s all
ready to be built back into a
motor and installed in the
boat.

More of Kris' workmanship will follow
in the final segment coming in the winter edition of the newsletter!
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This article, along with part one last spring and the final instalment to follow, bring up a question.
And we'd like some feedback.
How many Alberg30 owners still have the original Atomic 4 engine in their boats?
I know I do and, as long as she keeps starting up when I turn the key and, provided her gasoline engine
doesn't blow the ass (AKA transom) off of my boat (still the original fuel tank too!) I'll stick with it.
However, the minute the Atomic 4 starts giving me serious grief, I'm following in the footsteps of wiser souls
and going all electric!
Hopefully, we will cross paths over the winter and next spring will bring a very different world.
And remember,
Just because it's getting cold doesn't mean we can't still hang around in boats!
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In the Next Issue...
Part 3 of Kris Coward's do-it-yourself journey
to re-fit 'Candy Cane' with pure electric propulsion
AND
We have recently acquired some great images and
information about the Alberg 22 and the somewhat more
rare Alberg 34. We will feature articles on both in the
next edition of the newsletter as well as post this
information on our website.

Till then,
have a safe and happy autumn/winter.
We'll touch base again
while the snow flies.
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