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COMMODORE’S CORNER
Here we are, at the end of this very strange year. For most of us it’s the season of empty docks
and covered boats. Many prepared for holidays that were both the same and different this year;
finding new ways to gather. Whether it’s connecting with family and friends over the internet by
video-call or meeting outside for a walk or a skate, this year we’ve used whatever means we had to
get together with those we love. Some may even have used the ‘old-fashioned’ Christmas phone
call to get in touch with those far away!
However we celebrated these holidays, they are a time for traditions enjoyed, for memories of
the past and hope for the future, for music to lift our spirits and decorations that help light up the
long winter nights here. And with the arrival of vaccines which, by next September they say, will
give us the immunity that will allow us to gather again, we can look forward to actually seeing others
in person next year.
I, for one, will be very happy then!
So it’s with hope that, on behalf of your GLAA Executive Board, I wish
you a Merry Christmas Season, Happy Holidays, Happy New Year –
whatever and however you celebrate, may you find pleasure in the
season. And may the New Year bring you happiness
and good sailing!
Margaret Mair (your Commodore)
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2021 GLAA Executive
Richard Mair

John Kitchener

Margaret Mair

Jeff Willis

Kris Coward

Rob Feeney

There are still vacant positions on the GLAA Board of Directors.
The time commitment is minimal when everybody shares the work and it's very a social
atmosphere. Board meetings usually happen quarterly in addition to the Annual General
Meeting each January.
If you have some time to spare and would like to play a more active role in your association,
contact us using this email address:
albergcanada@gmail.com
Help keep your organisation ... well... organised!
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A SPECIAL MESSAGE FROM THE COMMODORE
Our GLAA/AlbergCanada Email Group
As we have adjusted and re-adjusted to a world aected by COVID-19, I’ve wondered how we can be and stay
in touch with one another when the simple act of meeting face-to-face has become a di$cult dance. I’ve been on
Zoom and appreciated the chance to at least see and hear others, but Zoom is demanding – it has all the qualities of
an arranged meeting, but not all the bene)ts. Other ways to meet depend on dierent platforms that not everyone
has or wants access to. An email group that is customizable and accessible to anyone with an email address seems
the best solution – but how would I )nd a site that was accessible, did not rely on choosing to use a particular
platform such as Facebook, preserved privacy and was easy to use? By asking around, as it turned out.
Brian Matthews recommended Groups.io. Since then, in the bits of time I’ve had between changing family
responsibilities and weekend racing, I’ve been looking through the site, setting up a space for us, trying to learn how
it works. Now it’s time to invite you to join us there (and there’s already a question from Rob, looking for
recommendations for someone to do some work on his boat, that you may have an answer to).
So in the next couple of days I will be sending out individual invitations to each member of our group to join the
GLAA/AlbergCanada group on groups.io. Things may change as we go along, but in the beginning:
I will send an invitation to join the group by email to each member.
Once you receive your email you can join simply by hitting reply. When you do that I will approve your request to
join the group (as we progress it will be up to the current Commodore or web person to approve new
members).
As soon as you are approved you can sign in to the group, and:
Create as much or as little of a pro le as you would like and leave your rst message. I will approve that )rst
message as soon as I am noti)ed it is there, and after that you will be free to create and respond to posts without
needing approval.
You can also set up your email preferences by going to Subscription and choosing how (or whether) you want to
receive emails from the group. The choices range from getting all new posts to choosing what topics you are
interested in to getting a digest of recent posts or a daily summary – or no emails at all, and you can change your
choices whenever you want to.
Please let me know if you encounter any di$culties, and please be patient as I learn to navigate this along with
you.
I hope you’ll enjoy this physically distanced, geographically inclusive, informal way of talking about these boats that brought us
together, asking quesons, sharing stories and knowledge and helping each other in the way that sailors do.
Looking forward to seeing you there!

Your Commodore, Margaret Mair
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Membership

A Special Welcome to New Members
Since our last edition, we now welcome: Brendan Ruck,
Mark and Angela Newman,
Ian Bouillet
and Brian and Jo’Ann Rogers
A warm welcome to the Great Lake Alberg Family

Happy New Year 2021
To all of our members, old and new.
May this new year bring fair winds and calm waters...
Literally and metaphorically.
We could all use a bit of a break!
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Join or Renew
online!
Visit
alberg.ca
and select the
membership tab
or
If you prefer,
You can print and use
this page to mail your
application or renewal.
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DIRECTORS’ REPORTS
Web Administration &
Newsletter Editor
Rob Feeney
Winter has come, Christmas has passed and we welcome, with some
trepidation, the new year 2021.
For most of us here in Canada and the Northern USA, our boats are tucked away
under wraps and on dry ground.
But this is not where they belong. We know it and, at the risk of waxing way too poetic for a sailing newsletter, I think
our boats know it too. I spend most of each winter fantasizing about all the things I’ll do when she’s back in the water
next spring and that, I am pretty sure, is what most of you do as well.
I don’t always get to do them all. But that always leaves the next season.
I am hopeful that, by the time the 2021 sailing season is ready to roll, the world will be in a very different place
and we will be able to gather and enjoy each other’s company once again. Not in time for this year’s AGM, of course,
but by sailing season? I am hopeful.
There’s some pretty weird stuff that we have yet to get through on the way to spring but I think it will all be OK in
the end. To coin a phrase, It will all work out in the end. And, if it hasn’t worked out, it’s not the end yet!
So I’m not just hoping. I’m looking forward
To travelling, sailing and seeing you all again in the summer of 2021!

Rob Feeney,
Sailing 'Kaithlyn' AL30 #591
rfjfeeney@gmail.com

Be Well.
Be Kind.
Be Safe.
Mask Up!
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Got a story to tell?
Here are a few ideas to fan
the flames of inspiration:
What maintenance projects have you done on your
Alberg?
How did it go? Did everything come together as
you hoped or did you run into any problems?
Share your maintenance experience.
When did you first discover sailing?
When did you first discover Albergs?

What's the longest/biggest/scariest/most difficult/most fun/most
(pick your own adjective and place here) trip or adventure you
have had on your Alberg?
Tell us the story.

Any misadventures you might care to share in your sailing experience?
Help me keep your newsletters informative and fun by sharing a story or two.
Forward submissions referencing the GLAA Newsletter to: rfjfeeney@gmail.com
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ALBERG 30 BOAT HISTORY
A Listing of Alberg 30 vessels by hull number is now located on our website at <alberg.ca>.
This list was originally maintained by Mike Lehman of the Chesapeake Bay Alberg 30 Association, our sister (sibling?)
organisation in the Annapolis, Maryland area. It is now administered by Jonathan Bresler who is also associated with the
Chesapeake group. Our thanks to both for their efforts to build and maintain this important piece of history for everyone.
Check out the spreadsheet online by copying and following this link.

http://www.alberg30.org/boat/BoatHistory/A30BoatHistory.xlsx
You can also find the link on our home page at Alberg.ca
Locate your own Alberg 30 hull number on the list.

If you find that there is any information that is incorrect or missing, please
notify the commodore. It is important that we continue to add any additional
information we can locate to ensure the accuracy and significance of this
document and continue the Alberg legacy.
Any problems accessing the web link listed above?
Contact us and we can forward a static copy of the page.
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WHO DUNNIT??
Ever wanted to take on a new project on your Alberg where there was ... let's call it a
bit of a learning curve? Or have you ever needed to get something fixed or
adjusted on your boat and not really been sure who could do it for you or where
you could get information on how to do it yourself? Well, this is the place to ask
your questions and reach out to other Alberg owners for the right answers.

THIS IS THE PLACE TO FIND OUT ...
WHO DUNNIT?
We all own very similar boats so, if you have come up against a task that needs
doing and want to find out how to do it, send us your questions and we'll reach out to the Alberg owners'
community to get the answers you need.

WE ARE ALWAYS EAGER FOR CONTRIBUTIONS!
AND NEW CONTRIBUTORS!
Every subject is welcome from cleaning the bilge to cooking a meal.

DROP US AN EMAIL AND SHARE
YOUR ADVICE
albergcanada@gmail.com

or
rfjfeeney@gmail.com
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RACING &
CRUISING REP
REPORT
ORT
GLAA Alberg 30
Racing & Cruising 2020

Syonelle Cup International Challenge,
June 2021,
Great Lakes Challenge,
August 2021
and
Rankin Memorial Regatta,
Autumn 2021
Tentative dates for these events will be in the
calendar as soon as they become available.
Old news by now for most everyone but two of the three annual races available to members of the
GLAA were cancelled this past season due to the ongoing COVID-19 situation. We did manage to hold the
Great Lakes Challenge on schedule in August and, although a smaller event than usual, it was a welcome bit
of excitement in a summer that was, otherwise, complicated to say the least.
Looking forward to the 2021 sailing season with high hopes that some things, including, but not
limited to, the sailing season, will return to something approaching normal.
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GLAA Great Lakes Championship 2020

On the weekend of August 22nd,
The National Yacht Club once again welcomed
the GLAA for the one race we were able to run
this season. Although only a limited number
of boats were able to participate, it did not
take away from everyone's ability to enjoy the
day.
In the true spirit of 2020, John Kitchener put some distance between 'Jazz' and the other contenders
to take first place.

I’m leaving this article from the
Autumn 2020 edition in place.
Mostly because it was the best
news of the season.
Partially because it was the only
Canadian Alberg news of the
season!
'Gemini,' with Phil Birkenheier at the helm, prudently and appropriately came in second at least 2
metres behind the lead boat. 'Into The Blue,' with the lifelong team of Richard and Margaret Mair in
command, rounded up the winners' circle with a very respectable and socially responsible third place finish.
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BUILDING AN ELECTRIC
MOTOR FOR 'CANDY CANE'
KRIS COWARD (PART 3 OF 3
3;; ASSEMBLY & INSTALLATION
INSTALLATION))
Although I trusted my measurements (and machining) enough to have cleaned and painted the frame
before test-fitting any of the associated components (which also were on the boat, rather than in the
machine shop), once the frame was on the boat, it
seemed like that had gone on for long enough.

First I tested the fit of the motor (since that’s really
what bit me on the prototype):

and then seeing that it fit, made sure that everything
else did too:
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Once that was figured out, I slid in the transfer shaft, grabbed the flanges (which
I’d spared from the prototype), and stacked things under the frame until the transfer shaft and prop shaft
were aligned (to the point that I couldn’t get a 0.001′′ feeler gauge in between the butted shafts from any
angle, and a straightedge run along the shafts, across the junction, with a light shining behind it, didn’t
show light peeking through any steps from one to the other (at 3 or 4 different positions on the shaft — I
can’t remember exactly, as I’m writing this nearly a year later). With the frame properly in place, I put the
flanges next to it (on the engine mounts), and marked the centres of their holes for drilling mounting
holes into the frame. It’s worth noting that the new frame was 2′′ wider than the old frame, so I had to
trim the back corner off of one of the flanges with a hacksaw before it would fit — however this also
meant that I didn’t have to line the new frame up with the old bolt holes in the mounts.

The frame was then removed, the bolt holes drilled and tapped, and the exercise repeated, but with the
flanges getting bolted to the frame, instead of having the location of their mounting holes marked. (All
of this alignment was enough of a bother that if I were to repeat this project, I’d also design mounts
that simplify alignment.) Once the flanges were secured to the proper alignment, assembly could begin.
This would start with the transfer shaft.
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Since the transfer shaft is secured in bearings at both the forward and aft faces of
the frame, and it has to pass through the belt (and its pulley), it had to be removed, and
these parts put in place for the shaft to pass through them. Additionally, the forward bearing needed to be
removed, in order to provide access to the tightening screws on the pulley’s split taper bushing. Thus the
frame prepared for the shaft looked like this:

At this point the shaft could be partially inserted, just
enough to line its keyway up with the keyway on
the bushing:
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This allowed the machine key to be put
into the shaft’s keyway, and then
slid into the pulley to provide that form of coupling as
the shaft was slid far enough through the whole assembly
until its stickout behind the aft end of the aft bearing was measured to
be the same as when the alignment was done. At this point the set
screws on the aft bearing were tightened to secure the shaft at this
distance, small spacers (just pieces of scrap I had laying around) placed
under the pulley to ensure it’d clear the inside aft face of the frame, and
the bushing screws tightened down to secure the pulley in place on the
shaft. The spacers were then removed and the motor pulley slipped
inside the belt:

The bearing was then slid on, bolted into place, and the set screws removed, and the positions of their
holes marked in the shaft with a small grinder. The bearing was then unbolted and slid back off; the
grinder was once again applied to the shaft to enlarge the marking dimples
and allow the set screws to reach the softer steel beneath the casehardening (to prevent the shaft from sliding fore or aft in the
frame under thrust loads. This is totally the wrong way to do this, and I
should have used thrust bearings instead. That said, this is what’s there
and it seems to be working reliably out on the water, in varied
conditions).
The bearing was then replaced and bolted down, and the shaft spun in the
collar until the dimples lined up with the holes for the set screws, and the
set screws put in.
The frame was then placed on the motor, with the motor’s shaft passing
through its pulley; the key was put in the bushing’s keyway, and the
bushing slid onto the motor shaft and into the taper on the pulley).
The motor was then loosely bolted to the frame and this picture taken:
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The motor’s bolts were then tightened into the frame just
loosely enough to still be able to slide the motor on the frame.
The frame was then rested on its end, motor side down, and
the motor allowed to slide down and tension the belt with its
weight, like this:

The bolts were tightened to secure the motor in place, by inserting the
socket wrench through the access holes as shown in these pictures
(taken after the motor was already tightened on);
one taken of the front:

and another of the side:
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At this point, the motor pulley was nudged along the
shaft into a position that both cleared the aft wall
of the frame, and lined up properly with the belt as fed
over the transfer pulley. The bushing screws were
then tightened with an allen key through the access port
as shown below; from above:

and from the front:

At this point, the mechanicals are done, and the controller can be
bolted to the fore face (after applying
some copper anti-seize), yielding a nearly completed motor:
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The motor was then connected to the controller,
installed (with yet more alignment), and then
connected to its power lines from the battery.

This leaves only the controls to be connected, which is
the subject of another post.
Kris Coward
Alberg 30 ‘Candy Cane’

This article, along with part one last spring and the second instalment last October,
bring up a question. And we'd like some feedback.
How many Alberg30 owners still have the original Atomic 4 engine in their boats?
I know I do and, as long as she keeps starting up when I turn the key and, provided her gasoline engine
doesn't blow the ass (AKA transom) off of my boat (still the original fuel tank too!) I'll stick with it.
However, the minute the Atomic 4 starts giving me serious grief, I'm following in the footsteps of wiser souls
and going all electric!
Hopefully, we will cross paths over the winter and next spring will bring us a very different world.
But, just because it's getting cold, that doesn't mean we can't still hang around in boats!
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THE ALBERG 34
A RARE BREED BUT THE GENUINE ARTICLE THROUGH AND THROUGH
The images following are from ‘Saasaig,’ an Alberg 34 sailing in the Vancouver Island area and owned
by Richard Petrie. He is the third owner of his Alberg and, by his description, she was taken very good care
of by the previous owners.

The original owner sailed her under the name ‘Cinteri,’ making two
Atlantic transits and spending 7 seasons in the Mediterranean Sea.
There’s quite a history behind this
particular sailboat. The design was
commissioned by Nye Yachts and
first began production in 1984.
There appear to have been as few
as four A34’s produced.
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“One is currently in Australia, and we know there is one in Ontario
which was just recently for sale and sold. I believe there is also one in the
USA (with a dark blue hull), and, of course, ours which is out west on Vancouver Island, BC.”

Richard also tells us the following:
“The previous owner explained that the A34’s were a
limited production with Nye Yachts and Carl Alberg
designed it with the A37 in mind, but made them slightly
wider, and made the cockpit wider and longer (does not
taper aft as much) but similar interior space to the A37. All
the A34’s came with bronze port lights, deck kleats, and
fair leads. The interiors were appointed with generous
amounts of teak which is absolutely lovely!”

Photos by Richard Petrie and a few taken from an A34 advertisement in 2017. In fact, if I’m not mistaken,
Richard will recognise the ad!
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The A34 is certainly a beautiful piece of
craftmanship but I also find myself curious
about her name, ‘Saasaig.’
From what I can find, it’s, at least, the name
of a small town on the southeast coast of
the Isle of Skye in Scotland.
Maybe Richard can tell us more....

24

GLAA

Winter 2020/2021

Photos by
Richard Petrie
sailing Alberg 34
‘Saasaig’
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HAPPY NEW YEAR
TO ALL!
BEST WISHES FOR A HAPPY,
A SAFE AND A HEALTHY YEAR
IN 2021 AND BEYOND!
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